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NEW SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT
The City wishes to combine the regeneration of this derelict 
hospital site with environmental objectives. The buildings were 
constructed on a limestone base cut with ravines and gullies run-

decisions about whether to demolish or convert buildings, the 
timeframe of the project, the design of public spaces and archi-
tectures, will need to be founded in a sustainable development 
process and incorporate environmental quality and energy per-
formance criteria.

SITE DEFINITION
Open to the east and south, the plateau dominates the town cen-
tre and provides distant views over the Charente Valley. To the 
north, an 18th century convent (la Providence) forms a homoge-
neous structure. To the east, a network of steep and inaccessible 
alleyways restricts the links to the town centre. To the west, Place 
du 11 Novembre, a square set aside for parking, provides the cur-
rent entrance to the site (the houses bordering the square will 
be retained). The site is within an area of architectural and urban 
protection (Projected  Sector), a scheme which recommends clea-
rance of the rocky spur. Within the walls of the former hospital, 
only two buildings must in all circumstances be retained: the Go-
vernor’s house (17th century) and the Chapel (19th).

NEW MOBILITY
The creation of pedestrian discovery routes and the re-establish-
ment of continuities between the surrounding neighbourhoods 
are development objectives. Another objective is to structure the 
role of the car and parking inside and around the site.

NEW LIFESTYLES
This site, emblematic as it is of the urban history of Saintes, is set 
to become a key social and recreational space overlooking the 
city, a place of encounter for future inhabitants and visitors. The 
methods used to reveal the site should emphasise its historical 
value and its sociological dimension: former fortress, place of life 
and death, a space of hospitality.
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