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CATEGORY Urban/landscape/architectural

TEAM REPRESENTATIVE architect or urban planner or landscaper.
LOCATION Province of Varmland

POPULATION City 15 000 inhab. Conurbation 110 000 inhab.
STRATEGIC SITE 110 ha PROJECT SITE 20 ha

SITE PROPOSED BY Municipality of Hommaro

OWNER OF THE SITE Municipality of Hammaré COMMISSION
AFTER COMPETITION

Urban project management role.
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HOW CAN THE SITE CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADAPTABLE CITY?

UTOPIA REINVENTED

What is a neighbourhood?

What are its components?

Is it the buildings, the streets, the public places or the people in it?
Could a built heritage be the starting point for a new way of thinking
about neighbourhoods?

The Hammaro site presents a unique opportunity to explore one of the
most important questions of the future: How can we make use of the
built heritage?

CITY STRATEGY

The aim of the competition is to create an independent housing
community with a clear ecologically and socially sustainable profile.
Questions of energy, social interaction, services and new ways of living/
working should be addressed. Also the slow growth must be
considered; the project will have to be developed in stages, but each
stage must be able to support itself. The project should manifest a clear
identity. Connections to the surroundings are also important; access

to the coastline, walking paths in the forests and along farmlands and
maintaining existing natural qualities. Interventions must respect the
scale of the site, and the existing buildings.

SITE DEFINITION

Hammaro is a growing municipality, the growth is slow but constant.
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The project site has several buildirigs. The tctai aiea of these are about
15 000 sgm, and most of them are nicely tucked into the terrain or
between large pine trees. Some of them are empty; there is a
restaurant, a kindergarten, a conference centre, smaller companies,
and a server space for computers. There is a clear potentia! for denser
housing to maximize the use of the existing buildings and mfrastructure
by reactivating these and using them 25 2 complement to additional
housing.

ADAPTABILITY: MAIN ELEMENTS TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT
SPRAWL RESTRAINT
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Hammaro is a neighbouring municipality to the local hub Karlstad, a
city with 62 000 inhabitants. Although Hammaré has some local indus-
try, it depends heavily on Karlstad. The constantly growing municipality
lies on a beautiful peninsula that reaches out into the largest lake in
Sweden, Vanern. The area has untouched forests, farmlands and a
scenic lake archipelago. Today most people here live in single family
detached houses. The municipality owns little land and wants to find
an alternative to the surface consuming suburban sprawl. The
municipality owns a former nursing home for mentally disabled. It is a
number of brick buildings in a serene patch of land. The nursing home
and the land around it provide a unique opportunity for the
municipality to pursue an alternative to commonplace suburbia.
Hammaro municipality has excellent living conditions. The project site

sustainable satellite

is no exception. As one would expect most people here move by car
which is why Hammard is trying to improve public transportation.
Today the project site has a bus service, but with more residents this
bus connection could be improved to conveniently link the area to
Karlstad. Within the strategic site is the beautiful Sattersviken, a blue
lagoon, with possibilities to place a marina and foot-bridges along the
water.
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