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CATEGORY: Urban
SITE FAMILY: How to transform physical obstacles into new
connections?

LOCATION: Railway station zone. Irun, Guipuzcoa
POPULATION: 61.847 inhab. ,
SITE OF PROJECT: 362.271 m

SITE PROPOSED BY: Irun City Council

OWNERS OF THE SITE: Public (ADIF) and Private
COMMISSION AFTER COMPETITION: Management of urban
development project

REPRESENTATIVE OF TEAM: architect and/or urban planner
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HOW CAN THE SITE CONTRIBUTE TO “ADAPTABLE CITY”

Irun's railway yards cover a large strip of land, cutting a spatial and
functional gap through the central urban area, and spilling into Hen-
daye, across the French border. This space is crucial for the city given
the enormous territorial implantation of the railway infrastructure in
lrun.

Currently the two existing railway networks (owned by ADIF, ETS and
Euskotren) are engaged in a process of renovation and remodelling in
order to improve the standard of service for both passengers and
freight in the context of the arrival of the TGV line and its Basque "Y"
configuration. In this context, the new urban renewal project for the
railway area is therefore viewed as a priority objective in order to im-
prove the integration of the railway infrastructure into the urban en-
\k/)irgnment, in consultation with the relevant authorities and public

odies.

INCORPORATE THE RAIL FOOTPRINT

URBAN STRATEGY

The urban strategy for the coming years is based on the following
aspects: 1. The urban renewal of the railway zone on the basis of
the definition of a new model that will integrate transport, urban
environment and traffic policies, with a view to stimulating the re-
covery of urban spaces for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport.
2. The provision of new land alternatives for housing and business
activities, making use of the plots still available within the town's
urban fabric, helping to regenerate a degraded zone and replacing
uses that may be problematic or annoying. 3. Finally, the harmoniza-
tion and adaptation of the criteria for environmental protection and
regulation: comprehensively protect the land zoned as undevelop-
able, and expand related facilities and services, i.e, parks, sports,
educational, health, welfare and cultural services.
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SITE DEFINITION

The planning zone includes the railway area in the central part of Irun, a
large swathe of land that divides the city into two, creating a deep spatial
and functional split. The industrial land and apartment blocks on the
western boundary of this space are also included in order to improve the
integration of this space with the consolidated town.

This space primarily consists of the shunting yards and other railway fa-
cilities for which the Ministry of Development has commissioned techni-
cal and financial studies on their adaptation to future needs arising from
the arrival of the TGV line to Irun, also envisaging the conversion of the
current railway station into an intermodal transport station and the incor-
poration of the Basque Euskotren network.

The future Master Plan will define the compatibility or otherwise of each
existing building and use with the envisaged plans on the basis of the
Ministry of Development's technical studies on the adaptation of the rail-
way facilities to the future requirements for this zone.
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FUTURE OF THE SITE IN RELATION TO ADAPTABILITY

The proposed urban transformation should reduce the railway's
current footprint on the city, renovate the existing railway facili-
ties, merge the Topo-Euskotren train line with the current rail-
way space, and give the city a new Services Centre, business ac-
tivities and residential uses.

These objectives are linked to the desire to rationalise the op-
eration of the railway zone, adapting it to the new requirements
of the commuter service and the arrival of the TGV line, as de-
scribed in the Protocol of Intent signed by the various public ad-
ministrations.

This should significantly reduce the barrier imposed by the rail-
way line running through the city, structuring a grid that will
complement the existing urban fabric and satisfactorily resolve
the road and functional connections on either side of the rail-
way tracks and between neighbouring districts which until now
have been separated physically.

Considering the new central character desired for this set of
initiatives, the Master Plan is intended to ensure at least a
minimum percentage of uses for business activities to facili-
tate the installation of retail outlets, companies, offices, ho-
tel services and others that are compatible with a location in
urban areas.

The possible location of an area envisaged for university fa-
cilities, a bus station and the conversion of the old customs
house into a public service building are also considered.
With regard to the latter case, an operation on the former
Customs House is proposed which will permit the construc-
tion of a facade line facing the consolidated city, maintaining
the top of the old emblematic building which could be used
for some kind of public facility.
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