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CATEGORY urban and architectural  
SITES FAMILY How to Integrate Vacant Sites in Urban 
Development? 
LOCATION ZAGREB, CROATIA 
POPULATION City 790 000 inhab. Conurbation 1.100.000 inhab. 
STRATEGIC SITE / SITE(S) OF PROJECT 7.8 ha +4.1 ha +4.7 ha +19 
ha 
SITE PROPOSED BY City of Zagreb 
OWNER OF THE SITE City of Zagreb, private owners 
COMMISSION AFTER COMPETITION 
The sites are proposed for temporary public use, organized by the 
City in cooperation with NGOs, citizens' organizations and similar 
stakeholders 
REPRESENTATIVE OF TEAM: Architect 
 

HOW THE SITE CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADAPTABLE CITY? 
The programme can be associated to each of the three subthemes
of adaptable city: self organization‐ inclusion of 
inhabitants into the decision‐making process is considerable 
through NGOs and citizens' organizations, sites can be shared both
in terms of purpose and in terms of time. The planning process is 
democratic and transparent, and can be influenced in many 
stages. 
CITY STRATEGY  
In the new Europan competition, City of Zagreb proposes four 
sites positioned along the Sava river, derelict and unused at the 
moment, yet with a potential to provide good and dynamic public 

space. 

The competitors are asked to propose modalities of use and urban
furniture/temporary buildings that can enable variety of public 
uses before the site is used as planned in the long term 
development plans. 
This flexible approach is in accordance with the subthemes of 
Europan 13, and low cost makes implementation more likely. 
One of the modalities of implementation can be partnership with 
NGOs with direct involvement of the citizens as future users. The 
competitors should propose several possibilities for use, to enable 
multifunctionality. The proposed schemes should be adaptable to 
different sites, and implementation should be possible in phases. 
Flexibility of use is very important. 
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SITE DEFINITION 
The site comprises of four derelict and unbuilt sites positioned 
along the Sava river. Some of the sites are within areas in 
need of further planning procedure, and other are in areas of 
mixed uses. 
Until they are used according to planned purpose, these areas 
will be proposed for temporary public use, with light 
temporary/mobile structures. The competitors can propose 
variations of use and potential activities. 
The sites can be connected by bicycle tracks along the 
Savaembankment (levee). Sites 1,2 and 3 are positioned 
close to urban activity, and site 4 is in a separate area, away 
from public transport or dense housing areas. 
 

 
FUTURE OF THE SITE IN RELATION OF SITE’S FAMILY AND 
ADAPTABILITY 
SPACE SHARING 
The subject of sharing can be regarded in terms of space 
and in terms of ownership. Urban life has always implied a 
certain degree of sharing. Not just for reasons of economic 
crisis, but also rationally use of resources at our disposal, 
the principle of sharing is shown to be a very logical and 
sustainable approach. The question is in what way could 
this principle be applied to other areas of urban living, and 
how 
can it be implemented, through institutions or otherwise. 
 

 
The aim of the project is to propose experimental uses on 
sites of high attractive potential, on which renewal and 
development has stopped due to various circumstances, 
transition processes or economic situation. While waiting for 
the final use of proposed sites, a reflection of new temporary 
use is proposed. The expected result is a representation of 
possible scenarios of public use of derelict spaces 
byimplementing new activities, accessible to the public, while 
avoiding aggressive and permanent interventions in space. 
Public spaces also provide the city with identity, as well as a 
stage for cultural, political and entertainment events. 
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site 1‐ shopping centre in the background 

 
 

site 1‐ residential neighborhood in the background 

site 2‐ former industrial plant, turned into a centre of independent culture site 2 
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site 3 ‐ community gardens 

 
 

 
site 3 

site 3 ‐ view across Sava river towards the New Zagreb area 
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site 4 ‐ ortophoto image of the wider area 

 


