Stavanger - Norway - Europan 13

CATEGORY: Urban and architectural

SITE FAMILY: How to use new inputs to change urban space?
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE: architect/ landscape architect/urban
planner

LOCATION: Forus, Stavanger, Norway POPULATION: 130.000
STRATEGIC SITE: 102 ha  SITE OF PROJECT: 4,5 ha

SITE PROPOSED BY: Stavanger municipality (in collaboration with
Forus Neeringspark)

OWNER OF THE SITE: Stavanger municipality

COMMISION AFTER COMPETITION: Planning and building
commission

HOW CAN THE SITE CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADAPTABLE CITY?

In the heart of the Norwegian petroleum industry, and at the
intersection between the municipalities of Stavanger, Sola and
Sandnes, lies Forus; Norway’s oil and gas capital and one of
the strongest energy clusters in the world. Home to over 3000
companies, mostly from the global energy sector, Forus is the
most international place in Norway. Fuelled by the postmillennial
expansions of the fossil fuel industry, Forus has been subject to
immense growth and is now representing 1/5 of the total Norwegian
gross domestic product. This growth, however, has been based on
an industry that is facing highly uncertain prospects. The region
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must therefore prepare for a less oil and gas dependent future and
use its knowledge and knowhow as its main commodity.

CITY STRATEGY

Forus is centrally located within the Stavanger region, Norway’s
third largest region with more than 300 000 inhabitants. The area of
Forus stretches across 3 municipalities, Stavanger, Sola and Sandnes.
Stavanger municipality owns a site at the very epicenter of the
new developments at Forus and is currently collaborating with its
neighboring municipalities on a common municipal plan including
a new, public, transportation axis across Jeeren. With the Europan
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competition Stavanger wants ideas for how to use their strategic
site, as well as the planned, new axis, to pilot a new prototype for
urban development in the area.

SITE DEFINITION

The site is centrally located in the area of Forus, a large four by four
km plain area surrounded by farmlands to the north and south,
and residential areas to the east and west. The area is currently
dominated by large infrastructural corridors, big box shopping,
large office complexes and parking areas. Five km to the west is
Sola Airport, the 3rd largest airport in Norway. 3 km to the east is
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Gausel train Station and the continuous urban band stretching from
Stavanger to Sandnes. Norwegian oil giant Statoil ASA will construct
their new 70 000 m2 headquarter just across the road from the site
to the south east. A network of open water canals surrounds the
site.

FUTURE OF THE SITE IN RELATION TO THE SITE FAMILY AND TO
ADAPTABILITY

The planned public transportation axis across Jeeren will create a
new reading of the region linking the site with the urban band in
the east, university in the north and Sola and the airport in the west.

Forus West
New Statoil headquarter

The new connection can give way for a less car-based mobility in the
region and possibilities for an increased mix of functions and new
urban qualities along its public transportation lines.

The project site, given its strategic location and surrounding urban
field, should in this respect serve as a case study for how to pilot the
new urban developments and thus introduce a new narrative for
Forus.

Thetaskathandinvolves workingin different scalesand with adiverse
set of mechanisms blending urban planning, programming, operative
and recreational landscapes, infrastructure and communication.
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The site seen from Forusbreen. i
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Eastward view down the Future, main public transportation axis with project site to the left




