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RIPPLES IN THE WATER

“As a general characteristic the development at Risay spread like ripples in the
water from central points at the island”
- Carl Egil Buch, Risoy for og na 1976

ARENEWED VISION FOR SMEDASUNDET
Haugesund is a young city, only 166 years old, achieving its status as a “ladest-
ed” [city) in 1854. However, because of the strong ties to international markets
due to the offshore activity the city has already felt how waves of economic
shifts can alter the appearance and self-image of a small and ambitious city.
New perspectives on city planning and architecture brought home with inter-
nationally oriented architects have also made their traces through commission
for visionary private and public clients.

Whereas in most European city centres one arrives and leaves at the central
train station, Smedasundet should be regarded as Haugesund city centre’s
terminal. The extended grid layout from captein Taussan’s regulation plan in
1856, including the central islands and only interrupted by the strait strengthen
this as a metaphor. Whether the strait represents a barrier, or a connection has
varied during history and depends on the scale in which one approaches that
question. Through a series of scenarios, the project investigates how strate-
gies for Rispy can respond to the future functions of Smedasundet. It states
that a successful strategy for the city centre as a whole depends on the role
and vitality of Smedasundet as the most important public space in the city.

In a historic perspective Risoy had an important role in the city defined by its
side facing Smedasundet. Here buildings and infrastructure related to fishing
and shipping industries were sheltered from both the island itself and Karmay
outside. However, as new industries demanded more space it is Risoy's side
towards Karmsundet that came to define its role in the last century. Zooming
out ane discover that it is through Karmsundet that Risoy today is directly con-
nected to an expanding network of infrastructure for shipping, marine industry,
commuting and tourism at a regional, national, and international scale.

While the mainland side of Smedasundet has embraced this new condition by
giving new recreational content to its commons and waterfront, the Risay side
of the strait has to a concerning degree remained i a state of temporality and
with exceptions. As a response to 's aspirations to be
both Norway’s marine capitol as well as a destination for culture and tourism
the project proposes a vision for Risaya that seeks to contribute to the devel-
opm asa ional “grand canal” with
connections between the city centre and the islands.
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INTENSIFICATION AND NEGOTIATION
In the period of 1855 to the mid 1900's Haugesund expanded within a quite
small area. Between then and now the city has, like many others, sprawled out
atan increasingly larger surface. Today Haugesund is looking in another di-
rection and investigates densification strategies to meet golas of lower carbon
footprint in the future, but also increasing interest for a more dynamic city cen-
tre. In the last sense we believe that Risgy has a large potential to contribute
due toits location at the heart of the city. Taking Haugesund’s ambition seri-
ously our proposal show long-term scenarios of how building, infrastructure
and public space can be developed and densified at Risoy.

While mainland have few physical limits to slow down the sprawl Risay is an
island with apparently defined limits to the sea. However, as shown in illustra-
tions below the topography and perimeter of Risgy have been under constant
negotiation and change from 1854, especially since the new regulation plan and
expansion of the wharf in the late 1970's. An unfortunate result of this process,
for all parts, is that much land have been left over as unused or at best used i
efficiently. Further, large parts of the landfill that is done to expand Risay's sur-
face will according to prognoses be under sea level in the future. The island’s
few permeable surfaces can increase problems related to water as climate
prognoses also predict extreme quantities of rainfall in the future that must be
handled on ground. Not less important, the negotiation of land has made large
part of the coastline inaccessible for the residents at the island either by privat-
ization or transformation of topography.

We believe that there are many ways of dealing with these issues as poten-
tials rather than problems. As a response we propose six conceptual layers
as design strategies that can be adapted to short term and long-term actions.
The conceptual layers should be considered as flexible ideas which can be
implemented step-by-step through experimental methods. Our aim is to
provide a framework for negotiating future development of public spaces,
infrastructure, buildings, and program in a way that intensify and increase
the qualities of Risay as a place to live, work and explore.

During the process we have undertaken a series of meetings and interviews
with stakeholders at Risay and Haugesund. The proposals try to formulate

and respond to potentials discussed in these conversations. We believe that a
sensitive strategy at Risoy must stake local premisses as a basis and involve in-
itiators that can collaborate on the realisation of ideas at very different scales,
starting now, keeping both the past and the future in mind

SMEDASUNDET ANNO 1904 SMEDASUNDET ANNO 2021

6 CONCEPTUAL LAYERS
1 COMMONS

Clearify the questions of pedestrian bridges by defining a vision for the future role of Smedasun-
det the most important recreational public space in the city. dentify and negotiate all private
barriers in commons and reclaim them as public

2GRID

Expansion of the the grid layout in captain Taussan's regulation plan from 1856 to integrate all
areas of Risoy within a common framewor
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4L00P
Establishing of a loop that provide access to waterfront, connect activities, is a discovery trip of
historic sites and trigger interest for the industrial activity through view towers and cantilevering
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1) Ferry and cruise arival
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2) Krossen sea bath
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— ) Smedasundet promenade
4)Innovation harbour
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5 Industrial view points

a

5 HOT SPOTS

Identification of centralities with potentials of creating ripple effects beyond Risaya. Municipality
can stimulate preservation-through-reuse of privately owned historical buildings by integrating
them in a strategic network of public investments.
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The strait sill functioned as a "terminal”
for boat traffic related to fishing and marine
industry. There was less activity at the more
unprotected side towards Karmsundet.

NEGOTIATION OF LAND

Land has been under constant negotiation at
Risoys limited surface. Lack of space have
been compensated with Landill and demoli-
tion of rack
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NON-PERMEABLE SURFACE

Large areas of Risay have non-permeable
surfaces, while there will be need for ways to
locally handle extreme rain fall in the future

The strait largely functions as a “terminal” for
recreational boat traffic and activities while
Karmsund has become the terminal for large
scale industries, shipping and cruise traffic
The Risay side of Smedasundet stil lack a
clear vision for its new relation to the strait

SEA LEVEL IN 2090
Blue area shows that large parts of landfill will
be under water at 1000 year flood in 2090.

The impact on Riseya is almost the same at a
20 years storm flood

HEIGHT DIFFERENCES
Landill and cuts in mountain creates barrier
and complicates acces to the sea in many,
situations.
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6 MIXED NEIGHBOURHOODS
Mapping of existing characters and potentials at Risoy that can give direction for developing
neighbourhoods with a different mix of program, buildings and public space

3 SUPER BLOCK

Introduction of hierarchy to streets and reorganize traffic so that John Risaens gate can be
developed as a common neighbourhood garden and pedestrian street shared by opposing city
blocks.
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~Youth culure centre in communal block primary school and other public services
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GREEN AND BLUE INFRASTRUCTURE

Strategies that aim to: Increase biodiversity and local wildlife / responding to challenge of raising
sealevel and extreme rain / making Risay a destination of green public spaces and reservoirs /
strengthen contact with sea / link private estate development with infrastructure of public space

1) Collective productive gardens 8) Dry proof constructions
aer ol ~Protection

wate.Sate

2) Water robust streets 9) Floodable quay

g
going commons and John Risoens gate strengthening relaion o and contact with water

3) Water robust infrastructure and bioswales 10 Climate dike
istand

4) Water square 1) Tidal park / building with nature
~Temparary storage of ranwater s blue-areen public ~Publicand communal parks tha sopes ito water and chang-
space next es withldes.

5) Water storage and smart reuse 12) Third landscape

Water ~Oasis o
atsouth end of Sundigate for wildife and nsects on Riseya

6) Green and blue roofs 13) Artificial reefs
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7) Water butts and green courtyards 14) Adaptive developments
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COMMUNAL BLOCK

The development of the communal block should be seen as a strategic opportunity to
illustrate how the kvartalstruktur on Risay can provide quality of housing and public spaces.

The early 20th century buildings undoubtedly has antiquarian and storytelling value. As a refer-
ence the garden city areas from the early 20th century i cities like Bergen and Oslo are of the
most sought after and expensive housing areas in Norway. We argue that they can attract fami-
lies to Risay. The houses should be preserved by giving them increase value as housing by allow-
ing small interventions in the facades. As extending some window openings on the ground floor
o allow for balcony doors, to allow for more windows in basement to upgrade these areas from
simply being storage, and to consider allowing roof windows or arches towards the courtyard.
This will allow for better contact with the gardens and create half private areas along the facades
that serves as more nuanced transitions between public and private. This can also almost double
the square meter fit for housing and give room for Larger living units as well as funds to upgrade
the courtyard and the part of Jens Risgens gate. We see the development of Jens Risgens gate
as a step-by-step development which starts with part outside of the communal block and than
spreads out on the istand. To strenghten Jens Rispens gate, but also to save the houses best

fit for housing for housing, we suggest to place the Ungdomshus on the corner towards Jens
Risgens gate as shown in the siteplan

Courtyard
By developing the courtyard into a collective shared garden the communal block can be a show-
case for all the other blocks on Riseya, which are dominated by, privatized unused outdoor areas
closed in by large fences. We propose the develop the garden as a combination of kicthen and
flower garden having potential to both be a place to know your neighbour over the potatoes, but
also a relaxing place of colours and good smells. Herbs like oregano and timian have proved to
enjoy the mild coast climate in Haugesund. Berries like blueberry, strawberries, blackberries,
raspberries also. It is said that seaweeds from the bays that once surronded Risoy was used with
great success as fertilizer in the agricultural fiels at Risay. The implementation of the tidal parks
can thus be a way of reinventing this as a circular use of resources at the island.
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SITUATION PLAN
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“KROSSEN” TIDAL PARKS v from north
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plazas with views and info about industry

Street car parking
Parking pockets between small
plazas on the #LOOP

Saunavillage

fa side plaza
B R

New faot bridge
Conecing Ballastial
around Hovierot and

' “BALLASTKAIEN” CULTUR]

Street car parking
Parking pockets between small
plazas on the #L.0OP

/ Public park
Industrial viewpoint #L00P 3/ Green pedestian and
Pathaong brder tondustil se. Conilvered theconter of #5UP
plazas withviews and no sbout industry

L,

Innovation #LOOP:

exploat

ea plast recycling

i =
“FANTASTRANI NOVATION DISTRICT

rial viewpoint #LOOP
Path along border to industrial ste. Cantilv-
ered plazas with views and info sbout industry

Productive gardens —
n itchen garde

systems.Sale of locally p Risgens gate

destrian and bike sieetin the
{#5UPERBLOCKS,

Reuse f “0la Fit”ferry sation.
electrical boattares and small

“ Water bikes

ton for

Guest harbour

P Boat harbour
Worker acommodation + hotel -
Aibels permanent accommodation of
werkers mixed i hotel

Tidal park

Foot bridge
N

bridge

Tidal park

Pubtic garagne that stopes
hannsl High biodvey

-~ Food market

&

ottmanns gata “a

John
Green pedestrian and bike strget

and furnitue creates variaton instret

Foot bridge
New pedesirian and bk bridg



