
L’INVISIBILITÉ DU VISIBLE

The invisible is the thread of the narrative, the place from which the story was 
born; it takes shape beyond the vision, through perception and intuition. A world 
drawn in dots, in transparency, revealing an invisible hidden in the neutrality and 
anonymity of everyday life, hidden in the simplicity of things.

«I’m talking about a world where at the same time you can see everything wi-
thout seeing it, because everything emerges and hides and shows and dims» 
(Italo Calvino, The road to San Giovanni)

The story begins with the identification of those elementary and manifest com-
ponents that have always embodied the spirit of the territory of the Aven deter-
mining its character: water, stone and wood.
These, besides being objective entities, also have an intangible configuration 
loaded with symbolic values that can be traced, for example, in the ancient cult 
of nature proper to the Celtic populations.
Water, stone and wood are therefore materials of a collective consciousness, 
shaped by the action of man and his stories. They are the narrative structure of 
Pont Aven that can be found in its mills, old wash-houses and traditional archi-
tecture.
By breaking down the limits that separate it from its context and introducing 
the natural components within the project, the Belle Angèle is transformed from 
a static sequence into a new chapter of the narrative in which nature and 
construction are the expression of the same language.
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Unlike the artistic heritage created by the School of Pont Aven that over the 
years has transformed the natural landscape into an object of contemplation, 
the project sees nature as a resource, a dynamic reality that becomes the pro-
tagonist of the narrative.
In this sense, the landscape becomes a fabric of concrete relationships that 
involves men and the environment, and not a mere fragment of nature. This in-
teraction contributes to the genetic development of animal and plant species 
and promotes the increase of biodiversity.
A landscape that bears witness to the remains of an industrial past that pre-
serves traces of a way of production surpassed by the advance of history. A 
fluid and constantly moving landscape in which nature reappears in its spaces.

The project consists of a strategy of urban and architectural regeneration that, 
starting from the operational perimeter of the former industrial site «Belle An-
gèle», develops a path of sustainability in support of the city of Pont Aven and 
extending to the whole territory.
The idea is to consider the project area as an «agent» that can facilitate the 
triggering of urban processes of circularity and not merely as a «context» to be 
retrained.
The system, conceived on the basis of the theme Villes vivantes, offers concrete 
opportunities to improve the efficiency of natural resources and reduce envi-
ronmental impacts.
The definition of matter and energy flows allows a flexible and functional use of 
«des milieux».
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04 - Concept diagrams - Site
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1 - Preserved structure
-  Stones, brick and concrete t supporting walls
- Metalic and concrete structure
- Silos

2 - New structure
-  Stones storefrontfor ancient buildings
- Wood structures and frames for ancient building
- Massive stone walls for new construction

3 - Boxes
- Self-supporting solid wood structural modules 

Connective axes Preserved Destroyed Phytodepuration ponds

Riverside  Interstitial gardens

1 - Food design hub

2 -Art work hub

3 - Health and 
sport hub

Aquaponic farm

Demolition and conservation

03 - Programmatical axonometry - Site I - Parking (5500 m2)
1 - Campers parking (10-15 spots)
2 - Car parking (200 spots)
3 - Bus parking (4 spots)
4 - Byclicle parking (200 spots)

II - Food design innovation hub ( 4100 m2)
5 - Entrance - Hall - Offices (350 m2)
6 - Experimental laboratories (800 m2) 
7 - Agricultural cooperative - (400 m2) 
8 - Small restaurants - culinary discovery (400 m2) 
9 - Aquaponic farm ( 1800 m2) 

III - Art Work space ( 5800 m2)
10 - Entrance - Hall - Exibitions space 
- bar cafeteria ( 800 m2)
11 - Grands ateliers - Coworking areas : ( 2660 m2)
12 -Residence and private atelier ( 2000 m2)

III - Reclycling workshop  
13 - Workshop ( 500 m2)

IV - Health and sport center / residences 
14 -  Residences ( 1400 m2 - 20 appartement) - 3 floors
15 - Gym and indoor pool (400 m2)
16 - Rooms / Studio  (dance, yoga, medecine etc) (62 m2)
17 - Outdoor pool (50 m2)

0 - Landscape and public space
A - Arrival park    
B -  Industrial garden
C - Point of view     D - The ponds
E - Main square (festivities - concert)
F - Skatepark 
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08 - The process - Realisation phases ( total 8 years)

Phase 2 (after demolition)  (1 year) : - Parking area and old mill area
- Participation of citizens in the greening of areas
- Parallel implementation of the river path and phytopurification areas

Phase 3  (2 year) :  
 - Innovation hub - Food design volumes built

Phase 4 (2 year) :  
 - Central area: residences + health and wellness centre built

Phase 4 (2 year) :  
 - Art area and Work space built
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09 - Respiration at the city entrance 
Belle Angele street facade - Project  

05 - Aquaponic green house
Architecture

06 - Art work space
Architecture

07 -Residences 
Architecture

 Aquaponic system Diagrams restoration system Diagram new building systemPhytoepuration system

0 - Inflow 

Structural aspects Natural ventilation Thermal mass Identity and know howConfort and sustainability 
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Flexibility

1 - Vertical filter

2 - Horizontal filter 

3 - Purified water

1 - Fish feed with natural alimentation 
2 - Nutrient rich water to feed the plants

3- Plant filter the water for the fish

A - Phytodepuration area    B - Fishpool    C -  Grow beds plants
0 - Rain  1 -Rain water collection   2 - Water tank  3 - Entry phyodepuration (1)   4 - Fishpool  5 - Tank box drain  
6 - Waste collector   7 - Machinery (  solid waste collector - degassing and uv sterilizer - Slow solid filter) 
8 - Grow bed plants  9 - Output phyodepuration  10 - River  11 - Evaporation  12 - Rain - 0

A -Large workshop     B - Boxes 
1 - Small personal workshop (50m2)  2 - Flat (50 m2)   

A - Residences     B -Entrance to the Art Work shop   C -Main square 
1 -Thermal mass action  2 - Cross ventilation  3 - Scale as ventilation shaft
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