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Colònia Sedó was born from an opportunity of taking, as much as possible, advantage 
of the natural resources of the surroundings in order to generate energy for industrial 
production. Despite exploiting those natural resources to produce all the energy re-
quired, it was not conceived to fit into the ecosystem and preserve it. In fact, the colony 
generated a ‘wound’ and a natural discontinuity between the mountain and the river. 
This wound is still present today. 

The starting point of our proposal is the will of sewing this wound in order to 
achieve the maximum ecological continuity between the mountain and the 
river through the colony.
We believe that heritage preservation must go beyond preserving the physiognomy of 
the colony, we understand biodiversity as a kind of heritage that must also be restored 
and preserved. 

Additionally, these strategies will improve the connectivity of the colony with its surround-
ings. Access is limited nowadays, and, if we do not want to condition the regeneration of the site 
to major previous infrastructural transformations, we must maintain the existing ones and improve 
their conditions.

In order to regenerate the landscape and to achieve a greater biological continuity of 
the green through the industrial settlement we propose 2 main interventions:
1. The suppression of architectural barriers and obsolete discontinuities achieving 
greater urban and biological permeability.
2. The strategic re-naturalization of a significant part of the free spaces of the colony. 

Case 01: The existing wall in the border is removed and the landscape is restored with its original slope. 

Case 02: Small unused structures are demolished creating small puntual infiltrations in the colony.

Case 03: Bridges are adapted or re-constructed for a pedestrian friendly use.

Repairing the wound

Removing the barriers

Recognising the heritage 

Moreover, we strongly believe that the colony will become a place to live and work in the time to come as 
soon as nature takes a main role in it.

Current situation Proposal

These actions would bring a new condition that had been overlooked throughout the history of the colony: 
the REAL integration into the landscape. And it would not only repair the wound, it will be the engine of a 
change in the life model of the colony.

01  La Palanca (Old bridge) > Enabled route
02  Aqueduct > Can be visited
03  Underground Canal > Can be visited
04  Colonia Sedó’s Museum > Remains the same
05  Planas Turbine (inside the museum) > Replaced
06  Canal of Broquetes Turbine > Remains the same 
07  Bridges connecting warehouses > Can be visited
08  The three chimeneys > Can be visited
09  The Owner’s House > Public building
10  The Owner’s Garden > Public garden

11  Theatre and cultural polivalent space > Outdoor covered 
market
12  The Fonda > Transformed into residencial use
13  Sant Victorina Church > Multi-funtional space
14  Esparraguera Castle > Activated
15  Santa María del Puig Chapel > Can be visited
16  Old deserted village > Activated
17  Blue rocks > Can be visited
18  Can Comelles (converted 1470’s villa)> Can be visited
19  Santa Eulàlia Church > Can be visited
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On the other hand, the selective and strategic actions of removing architectural barriers will make the colony 
much more permeable and will allow users to enjoy a wide variety of walking or cycling routes linking 
nature, the heritage in the colony and the heritage of its surroundings.

Current situation Proposal
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New vitalitiesUrban Development

Matter flows Material flows

NEW residential buildings

NEW industrial buildings

Reprogrammation of industrial buildings

Territory

From all the possible urban models in the 
colony, the only sustainable one will be 
the one that can coexist with nature with-
out degrading it and will use its resources 
without overexploiting them.

The new model proposed for the colony 
seeks for its self-sufficiency (in terms of 
resources) but also for a positive impact 
in the surroundings.

In a local scale, this impact would be 
translated into: 

- A better connectivity of the colony 
making its borders more permeable and 
welcoming to inhabitants, 

- Highlighting the colony’s heritage 
will reinforce several routes that con-
nect those with relevant heritage of the 
territory.

- The waste management system 
proposed in the colony, could contribute 
in the maintenance of the surrounding 
becoming a waste recycling pole.

- The new uses proposed (or expected) 
in Colònia Sedó would for sure com-
plement the offer of Esparreguera and 
Olesa.

- Abandoned buildings could be re-ac-
tivated since connections between them 
and the colony would be reinforced.

- The colony could actually sell the 
surplus of green energy production to 
neighbour interested consumers.

The local impact of the project can 
potentially have a bigger impact on the 
territory. The water sensitive urban de-
sign strategies seek for a cleaner (or less 
contaminated) water cycle. This would 
clearly have a direct impact on the river 
Llobregat and the biodiversity associated. 
Achieving an exemplary project of 
regeneration of Colonia Sedó could 
have an impact on several abandoned 
or almost-abandoned industrial colonies 
along the river that have similar condi-
tions and could find solutions on this 
case.
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- Heritage
- Turism & visitors
- Exchange

- Reduce footprint
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- Re-using
- Sharing
- Repairing

- Increased permeability & accessibility
- Productive public space
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- Riverside park
- Santa Maria del Puig regeneration
- Greater connectivity
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- Solar energy (roofs)
- Hydropower (turbine)
- Thermal energy (biomass)
- Minimize CO2 emissions

- Minimized waste and footprint
- Forest management
- Local & territorial impact

- Minimized CO2 emissions
- Living & working cost reduction
- District heating

- Local products market
- Local production (timber
construction, recycled materials...)
- Nature education (Farm-school)
- ...

- Improved environment
- Optimized production
- Reduced distribution

- Infrastructures completion
- Re-activated farms
- Exemplary model (territory)

- Prefabrication
- Self-construction
- Cohousing
- Living + working + makers
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      NATURAL-LOCAL RESOURCES

Colònia Sedó
S.XXI

Regular structure system 
Optimised privat space with commun and shared flexible areas 
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units.
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A more circular economy in the colony should be promoted. Unlike other degraded areas, the colony 
already has productive activity that creates jobs. This activity must be preserved and proper living conditions 
must be offered so that the workers can feed on the rest of the colony’s offer and even live there. But regarding 
the arrival of new productive activities, those that would revert directly to the colony should be encouraged and 
prioritized.

In this sense, the emergence of new needs and demands caused by the arrival of new users, plus the necessary 
productive activity derived from the process of regeneration of the colony (urban space renovation, 
exploitation of gardens and associated infrastructures, construction of new cooperative housing ...) may have a 
place in the industrial area of the colony. If the new productive activity is nourished by the availability of existing 
spaces and infrastructures, and at the same time serves the needs of the colony, a more circular model of econ-
omy will be achieved.

RENOVATING existing buildings

Energetic efficiency improvement
Accessibile entrances to buildings
Accessible housing interiors
Sistematic and adaptable living typoligies
Workspace associated to the housing unit

Residential existing buildings

Centralized district heating 
installation

Forest waste warehouse and 
waste treatment facilities

Photovoltaic installation

Water tank reused New water tanks Green Mobility spot

Mechanical and biological 
treatment plant New turbine

Waste from new productive 
activities

Organic waste from 
agriculture

Collecting woody debris from local 
forests to transform it into woodchip 
(to be used as fuel or material for new 
timber construction components).

Providing heating and cooling for a 
cluster of renovated buildings (public 
utilities and housing). Industrial build-
ings could also be integrated.

All the well-oriented roofs in the colo-
ny (11.000 sqm) could produce, a total 
amount of 11.000 KWh. This green 
energy could provide the colony but 
also be sold in the surroundings.

It should be renovated in order to 
collect water again. This water could 
be used as grey-water and/or water 
for urban space cleaning.

Water will be collected from draining 
areas (Santa Maria del Puig mountain, 
“Jardí de l’amo...) and naturally treated 
for gravity irrigation use.

Parking next to the entrance with 
charging stations for green mobili-
ty offer (bikes, motorcycles, shared 
cars..).

Replacing the existing concessioned 
turbine (which is in poor condition) 
with a new one (at a very reasonable 
cost) that could generate 500 KW 
nominal.

A new energy infrastructure, reusing 
an old industrial structure and show-
ing the new renewable energy sources 
and its machinery to visitors at the 
arrival point.

New productive activities such as 
timber prefabrication would generate 
waste that could be reused for energy 
production in the new plant.

The productive landscape is extended 
in the site and the agriculture (already 
present in the colony) would generate 
organic waste to be used as digestate 
or energy production.

The paternalistic model of life in the colony expired and led the colony to its decline. We believe that the new 
model of life must be unequivocally based on the principles of urban sustainability.

To allow the transition from a linear metabolism (which has characterized the colony until the present day and 
has gradually degraded it) to a circular metabolism, it is necessary to address the different aspects of the system:


