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A. Defective synapses

A thiee-headed lving organism, the Limoges metropolitan area is
affcted by a disconnection of its main components — the ville-cen-
e the ville-rute and the ville-campagne. The project site bene-
Jfits fom a idea situation: the N520 connects theville-vouts, and
the Borders of Vienna project pens the ville-campagne. This is a
unique opportunily to open the city centre, reconnect these compo-

nents and implement neeo synerges becceen the siakeholders and the
inhabitants of both the neighborhood and the larger ciy But as ong
as this urban synapse remains inoperative,the nervous influx of the
‘metropolitan organism cannot flowe:

Dragnosis

Yet, this neighborhoods rightf place s to be @ synapse, as i shall
be the connection between the ville-centre and the teritory: To this
end, we postulat that it urban rvialization is neessary. Its -
pose seould be to reassent the preexisting neighborhood identiy, re-
store the consistency of oads and landscapes, and reactvate the lost,
or ignored, cconomical, eclogical, and social dynamics.

The bildingsof the nighborhood participateto s lack o consis-
ency. The older strip-based tissue of the faubourgs was once rather
lomogeneous. At the bordersof the riverbant it is nowo tangled with
the necwoic tissue of the ancient industrial footprint. Several emply
spots and. sporadic interventions also stain the north of the site. On
the centre-vill sde the large exogenous university buildings present

C. Disruptive urban transplants
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their back to the neighborhood. The perfectible organism circulation
will not rrigate organs of such heterogencity. The body functions
must be made clearer, by promoting the tissue of the preexisting

faubousgs, reactivating the browenfeld stes and putting a hal o the

erratic property transactions. The propagation of these undesired
wrban transplants must be stopped. These disruptions, these het-

erogencities are all symploms of an exhausted organism. A healthy
vascular system, based on a consistent urban landscape and on the
reconnection of the disconnected finctional organs, i the only way
to the neighborhood revitalization.

The limits of this organism have also an impact on the social links
at both neighborhood scale and teritory scale.

Oher time the neighborhoods mobility has been disrupted. Many
clements prevent the flos from circulating fluently. Many retaining
swalls have been buill as an adjustment 1o the rugeed lopograpl:.
The road profles, the imasion of parking spots and the lack of
transvesal porosity of thetrioof Maive-Pont Saint Martial-Portes
Ferves all contribute

Additionally.the neighborhood's porosity has been undermined by
the opaque skyline of the Avenui de la Révolution, and by the cross-
ing of the N320. Fluidiy is critcal, as capillarity will propagate
the urban dynamics to come, so that consistency and wnity can be
brought back within the area. The fist siep to a successful frugal
requalification i to fluidify this vascular system. This requires an

B. Disturbed vascularity

upgrade of the crssing of Rue du Pont Martial. %t this up-
grade camot be just about crossing the neighborhood. It needs to
decply irvigate i, o that the organism will work again. Amongst
other things, the original neighborhood genetcs was based on the
inleritance of the orthogonal roman layout functioning and on the
strip-based parcels. These genetc components shall b summoned.
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Lcalt, the populations of the old fabonags and of the wniversi-
ties, the users of the riverbank; etc. have very little opportunity for
onsite interactions. They would act as aset of isolated, slf-sustain-
ing cells rather than as @ combination of tissue, organs and ateries
of the living city. This phenomenon impacts the larger teritons:
The current neighborhood dyfnctions deprive the metropolitan
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area fiom a valuable meeting point; a space where multple publcs
could feel home, and zhere the potential synergies could be evealed.
22t the merchants of the centre-ille, the researchers fiom the tech-
nopile, the businesses fiom the commercial zone, the families fiom
the ville-campagne and ewen the neighborhood inhabitants them-
seees are all destined to ie together i this space. From an elhical,

«FAUBOURG»

Stiip plot
- Front house.

arden
- Back buikding
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A. Blood system

The prject proposes tawo different scales of intervention, deployed
on two different temporalities. The first intervention. must answer
the challenges at the neighborhood scale, in the short time. This is
the firt ey to th the global urh Her,

roads, giving the place back to the inkabitants, in an attempt that
revolees around the landscape, geological and socil site specificites
Our proposal i o presere the mastof what i built. We only foster

we deal with implementing a negotiald landscape, rintroducing a
parsimonious managementof the coe neighborhood landscape and

the ex 1o host programs of proximity which are des-
tined to ocal inhabitants. Our proposal s focused on

Convalescence

urban requalification, thanks to largeted, small-scale itercentions
destined to give consistency and healthiness back to the veins and the
arteres of the neighborhood biood system. For this first phase, the
brownfield sites are made productive again. They must enable the

of empty spaces rather than full ones 1 shall generate a firs cycle of

ccological and productive standpoin wee cannot hope 10 establish
this symergy swithout restoring our urban smapse. For The Cure,
Limages is a living ciy which isexperiencing disease. The cure must
be designed for the ong-time ffc. 1t ha to b realistic i terms of
resources and processes, and positioned to serve the environment, the
landscape, and the inhabitant.

D. Isolated cells

will also take advantage of what abeady exists: the runoff land-
scape, the buildings and parcels legacies, but also the rich history of
the site. The site is located on the top of @ rocky loze permeabilty
soil, with a strng topography and many artficial grounds. This
lowo porosity creates slets of heat and a landscape where water run-

C. System intersection

offis high. We are today the effict of this specificity. But it could be
the key to tomorroee’s landscape. The wwaer irrigates all the prject
spaces and goes by the requalification of the public spaces, where it
brings a landscape consistency t the entie neighborhood. It sublle
presence is the guiding principle which brings freshness islets and
new usage through several spatial layouts. The project relhinks the

of this neighborhood, thans to the
reusage activties around the old GRDF site.

ot Salut Martial

limils. It creates parking lots on boundaries of the site to give back
space for the pedestrians. The profiles of the avenue de la Révo-
lution and. of the N320 are redefined 0 give a real stand. for soft
mobility and natural landscape. The neighborhwod boundaries are
‘made soffer and are reopen tovards the city and the rwerbank. The
synapse finds back its road connections and the neighborhood blood
ystem reestablishes the metropolitan system nervous connections.

The temporary deposits, waste, and soil coming from the surmund-
ing sites (eco-distrct of Portes-Ferrées, Borders of Viewna project)
and the recurring deposits coming fiom the inhabitant initiatives
provide the razo materials of the neighborhood landscape. The pro-
ject generates a reuse and co-management cycle in which all the local
slakeholders ~ inhabitants_private or public entreprenewrs — take

part. This includes: a reference center for the project management,
mobile centrals foraines for the mamfacture of recycled concrte
fom the temporary deposit, @ fosilsateur that trangforms house-
hold waste into granulates, and a recyling center for the materials
coming fiom the recurring depsits. This combination of processes
shall place the inkabitant at the heart of the zarious pmjects of

The water rungff landscape lts the neighborhood find back
transversality towards the grand cssing of Mairie-Pont Saint-
Martial-Portes Ferrées. It relies on the penetration capacity of the
strip-shaped faubourgs, which is a strong heritage of this site, the
thinness and the depth of which generate chosen urban porvsities
The meeting spaces betaeen thee porosites and the cosing are an

occasion to requalify the spaces that surround this specific, perme-
able landscape, and, alsa, to rentroduce i and biodicersity at the
heart of the neighborhood. Mobile and fluid, the rainy days water
gives place 0 the vegetal landscapes on the sunny moments. Water's
linear figure fllows the neighborhood mobiltes and generates an
cwolutionary landscape. 1t fluidifes al the organs of the system.

B. Stem cells

s urban acupuncture. These small productice, mobile or adapt-

able units are the fist step of the project awer the
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A. Reconnected synapse

T e second intervention must answer i the ong time. This s time for

bronfield stes. Abore al, they are destined t thegenesisof a -

sakes The healing of gsiem
based reactication of snapse. It should

gotiated landscape. In addition t the production of
the vocation of this site is to foster interactions betwween the various
implicated cviian and profesional populations

This attention to soils is nurtured by the recyling cultue, as the
waste of inhabitants become the new razo materials of the others”
italiy This s also what makes ths proje i, as

stcess ion is independint fiom this
hasis The brxcnfildsite are bordering the connection nerons of the
aille-route and ville-campagne (tat i the Viewe and the N520) and
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are a saluable land opportunity or newo programs: This s the opor-
tunity o eradicate the boundary of N320 and enable s integration,
which beter artiulate the opening tmcards he rivenban: and the mo-
biliy changesof theville-cente. The main puapose of tisintereention
is 1 rveal the laent ynergies betceen the popudations of ill-cent,
sille-roude and cille-campagne, by implementing mived, shared and
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The former Enedis bilding s partially rehabilitated, chereas the
GRDFwarchouse is used o implement a second small tncer These

its frugality guarantees viability and as it showes minimal amount
of destructions and excellent economical impact for all the stake-
holder of the recyeling process.

D. Fludification of the blood system

buildings crat s for the walker of the Vienne rver-

of swhich twill be negotiated —wwill emerge beteveen the infabitants
and public and prizate stakeholders. For the West Smapse hosting
the Enedis building the current scenario ewisions on the west side,

bank, and anchor the synapse in the landscape.
are an Iopotletical scenario which s destined 1o be defined over
time. The scenario assumesthat tripartite partnerships the content

C. West Synapse

aCongess Centerto hos pa
thatis given back to the city and will be co-managed by the Estr
technople and the municipality. The existing parking lots under the

Recovery

flexibie prgrams. Based on both public and prizae imestments these
construcion pojects mut ok sceral economic actrsof the erior
The isses atstakes are cconomical, but also deal it podcton and
aultur. The negofated landscape and its oyeling asets and it eater
and natural space management also participate to requalify the soils of
the brwenfied ses xhich finaly arates @ wnique and lcal ot

Pont Salat Martial

vegetal mound are preserved and enlarged. The mobile reuse cyce
leaves the GRDF brocenfied to reach the back of Enedis building,
and to pursue on itsecolgical and civic activit. Offices are provided
o profesionals of echnopols, to make thir actvtes closer to the
inner city. Programs fir the inhabitants are exemplified through a
findergarten and a brewery

The ongoing requalification of the Vienne riverbant, the implan-
ation of the Portes-Feryies eco eighborhood and the implementa-
tion of the negotiated landscape are factors that inciease the area
attactvity. o avid gatifcation and guide densification, the
building of housings and offces must be planed and controlled.
The disorganized necrosisof the urban tssue must be countered by

e cast ymapse is implanied o the former GRDF brenicd, Once

implementing mixed and flexible program-based micro-organisms
that carry human syergies. During the first itervention, the project
relies on minimal construction. Reusing the old IFSI school to create
the management centre for negotiated landscape was an opportunity
to reopen the square of the campus on the Pont Saint Martial street.
Then, we reserve the housing offer to local inhabitants by lifting

B. Micro-organisms

the houses of the faubourg at the angle of the strip-shaped parcels
where we want to create new arteries. During the second phase, the
mixed brownfeld programs e pushed t include offices and hous-
ings in sufficient quantity to answer the market needs. This vertical
densification matches large pacel morphology, and is bengficial to
the free open spaces at ground level.

@udof thexille-cent 0 they can meet their comsimens A publicy man-
aged

laceto nexo sacholders. Housing and offces are deploped in the o
which returns the property investment by generating new partnerships
with local el states.In additon to these pograms;the toxcer alo hoss
s ft flor a shwcroom fr the mechants of the commercal zme

. Husts theassciatons and echoes the neotited -
cape cental management. This neww entiy cooninates the boenild
Sakcholdas and deplys a culuurd offr 0 Uis new whan fomem. An

|

ed industial hall as @ prodictve grenhouse. Uban agriculuae spreads
wer the parel. The walirs fiom the ille-campagne cross throngh the
mapse, up wntl the entrance of the negotited landscape, which s then
the main thread towardsthe ity centex Overing this i the synapse

AMAP matt s inplemenied at e of the pare,

o hast an
ol nd thus complete the surmnding paring offc

D. East Synapse



