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We believe the urban strategies for developing cities are built around ideas which knit, using different civic functions,  an urban fabric strongly pinned 
by three main poles: the civic pole, the religious pole & the commercial one. The loss, in this case, was always regarding the social aspect of the 
commercial pole. In Italy, urban places like San Dona are well known for their public spaces, which enrich social life. 

At an urban scale, precise and proactive measures can be inserted quickly in order to kickstart San Dona as the next good practice example in 
actively mitigating the damage done by rampant economic measures that focus on quantity rather than quality of a city situated on the crossroad 
of nature and history.
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Multi-nodal scalabel infrastructures. Use 
knots to downscale from car usage by 
connecting to bike or local transportation 
infrastructure.

Provide low-traffic or low-emission areas.

Macro-productive areas. Encourage small, 
local based producers to sell directly from 
their door.

Cohabitation with flora and fauna. Examples 
include local small scales intervaention such 
as: wildflower roof plantng for solitary bees, 
singing posts, bee nesting boxes, etc. 

Layered natural setting. Water filtration and stor-
age solutions for river side. Intensify tree densitz 
to combat soil errosion.

Strategic plan sc. 1:5000

Strategic Intervention Schemes
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The whole strategic site interventions will focus on punctually uplifting the areas in need of transformation, from a functional, economic point of view, 
to fully integrating local flora and fauna within the urban space through context tailored proposals.

We  believe the urban strategies for developing cities are built around ideas which knit, using different civic functions,  an urban fabric strongly 
pinned by three main poles: the civic pole, the religious pole & the commercial one. These poles have strong presences that generate metabolic-like 
relationships.

Overall the area will become a beacon activity in the San Dona area and a catalyst for the local economy.

Study Site Strategy Close Up

Study Site Strategy Overview

STRATEGIC INTERVENTIONS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
DISTRICT:

A mix of affordable residential and commercial housing will be provided 
within a single structure. The availability of retail space and active frontage 
will encourage economic activities to prosper among the residents and also 
among the extended community of the greater area. 

The existing area of the ground floor will be left open as an external, 
covered space through which the natural footfall of the area can pass 
during commercial or community activities. 

An external community garden will be provided which will be offered 
shelter from the hustle and bustle of the city by the proposed building. 
This will emphasise the multi- functional use of the space and provide a 
balance between the vibrant, bustling community and the need for quiet, 
contemplative spaces. 

The garden will be adorned with sculptural urban furniture and could also 
feature sports facilities such as tennis or badminton courts. 

We also propose the provision of a communal space, detached from the 
residential building. On the upper floors, at both ends of the scheme, the 
availability of terraced gardens that can be accessed from the communal 
amenity spaces will help to nourish overall well- being amongst the 
community and would also encourage decorative gardening and urban 
farming. 

Legend:

Site 1: River Park Intervention
Site 2: Commercial District Interventions
Site 3: Piazza Antilla Rizza interventions
Site 4: Former ATVO and surrounding interventions
Site 5: Hybrid parking oportunities
Site 6: Healthy streets oportunities
Site 7: Community District proposal
Site 8: Old Rail Station as a cultural oportunity
Site 9: Intermodal Hub proposal
Site 10: Business District proposal
Dot 11: Backbone new main traffic circulation

Healthy Boulevards Commercial BoxSculptural furniture

Micro toolbox:

Green Corridors

Commercial District:

A: We propose to transform key streets into dynamic pedestrian routes, featuring green 
passageways where the vegetation will introduce an increased sense of well-being. The 
canopy will provide shelter and shading from the elements, attract local biodiversity within 
the streets and will also increase the property value in the area. 

B: Active frontage at the street-level, combined terraced seating, will enable the economical 
sector to flourish in the area. This, in turn, will enable the whole commercial district to 
flourish into a vibrant and distinctive area.

C: Interventions in the residential courtyards can be as simple as developing neutral 
pavement, introducing vegetation islands, planting trees and providing sculptural urban 
furniture in key locations. For both residents and the general public, we propose active 
frontage at street level and also enabling pedestrian access from the main streets.

D: At the roof level, we propose the planting of green roofs and wildflower brown roofs 
to allow the local biodiversity to thrive in the middle of the town. Where possible, at 
the rooftop levels, restaurants and cafes with outdoor seating could be opened. The roof 
level also provides ample opportunity to provide sports amenities for the likes of tennis, 
volleyball or badminton etc.

River Park:

A: The parking area behind the main church will be relocated to derelict sites from 
across the commercial district. The space would then be free to become an urban 
garden; an oasis of greenery in the middle of the town, emphasising the Axis Mundi of 
the microcosmic city. 

B: The composition of the boulevards will undergo a healthy transformation allowing 
for two generous sidewalks,  a two-way cycle lane, a filter green strip planted with trees 
and, where possible, a one or two-way traffic area, depending on the context.

C: The cultural seating will be featured in key locations all around the commercial 
district. This could potentially become a distinctive, signature element of the town. 
Potentially, the furniture could be composed of stone, concrete or other local materials 
and could incorporate simple but powerful shapes such as cubes, cuboids, cylinders, 
triangular prisms etc. 

C.Bicycle routes will connect the centre with the dockland and will also extend up
the length of the river for a picturesque cycle. On the premises cycle parking will be
provided.

D.Diverse sports amenities like external table tennis,external racquetball will be scattered
around the park to encourage a healthy lifestyle within the San Dona community.

E.The central area of the park shall be left treeless and will be designated as a picnic
zone, but will also be used for diverse outdoor gatherings or other organised events.

Piazza Antilla Rizzo:

A. The parking area behind the main church will be relocated to derelict sites from across
the commercial district. The space would then be free to become an urban garden; an oasis
of greenery in the middle of the town, emphasising the Axis Mundi of the microcosmic city.

B. The composition of the boulevards will undergo a healthy transformation allowoing
for two generous sidewalks, a two-way cycle lane, a filter green strip with trees and where
possible, a one or two-way traffic area, depending on the context.

C. The sculptural seating will be featured in key locations all around the commercial district.
This could potentially become a distinctive, signature element of the town. Potentially,
the furniture could be composed of stone, concrete or other local materials and could
incorporate simple but powerful shapes such as cubes, cuboid, cylinders, triangular prisms,
etc.

Hybrid Parking

Owing to the key streets pedestrianisation strategy within the City Center, derelict sites 
adjacent to the central area, will become new parking spots, allowing the Commercial 
District to drastically reduce the on-street parking provision, enabling for economical 
activities within the Commercial District to be carried and reached within a 15 minute 
walk of the parking sites.

To encourage a mixture of all ages within these areas car parks will be fused with amenity 
spaces for young people like: Skate parks, external gyms, children playgrounds etc.
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Vigniettes and Impressions

Intervention Site Axonometry

Functional Distribution Layout

Plan Ground Floor sc. 1:200

Plan 2nd Floor sc. 1:200

New plaza usage scenarios

A concert.

Or a dance ring.

A market of ideas.

Intervention Site - Space for people concept

1.
2 typologies of 
plazas.

...inspire a new 
place for people.

by renewing the 
existing.

3.

2.

Terrace

Dance School CGIL Offices

Mercato 

Mercato 

Mercato Mercato 

RestaurantRestaurant

2nd Floor

1st Floor

Ground Floor

Basement

Plan 1st Floor sc. 1:200

mercato

British English: market  / noun
A market is a place where goods are bought and sold, usually in the open air.

Our design narrative is directed towards a new type of space that will become a focal point of the city. The intervention as a whole will focus on bringing 
the community to a new level of holistic prosperity. From the local economy to the individual, well-being will be aided by natural interventions within 
the site such as the planting of trees and green roofs. 

Mercato				    Restaurant

Dance School			   CGIL Offices

Green Terrace			   Wintergarden

Storage Space+Toilets		  Circulations

Wintergarden

Let’s see what they have 
today in the market!

The lightshow on the facade 
is really nice!

What’s with all these 
people? Oh! The festival!


