Namur (BE) E16

Understanding the bio-morphology

A non-binary ecology

The site of Namur Sart Hulet, being neither rural nor urban,
offers the opportunity of an original urban development,
showing itself as a non binary context.

With this expression we mean that due to its human
built environment and its natural morphology this site
allows to study all the gradualities that lie between
two common opposite definition such as urban/
rural, - softhard,  organic/humanmade and so on.
Thatis what we want to focus on, highlighting all the matter
between the two extremes, to enhance it at all the design
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The learning center

Blending its original soul to the contemporary needs and
features of the area the former classes and ateliers buidings

The learning center is Composed by three volumes that
work together but are also autonomous: the bio-theate, the
growing station and the learning core. The biothealre is

slightly protected by curtains that provides shade and
repair for vegetal and animal species. The ‘growing station

A non-binary ecology

The Soho (small office-home office)
A set of lof - kind dweling is insert in the long warchouse
building located in the South of the site. exploiing the
ropetiiveness and serialty of he structure

P

proper
domestic space and accommodates all the needed spaces.
for both: welcoming areas for visitors, personal and work
storage, kitchen and a bathroom. Some communal spaces.
are provided at the centre, leaving a covered exterior hall
to spontaneous natural appropriation and social activtes.
On top of that, green houses can be instalied and make the.

The communal farm residency

blend together some features from a guesthouse to a small
community center. In fact, bringing the miltary museum
complex back to its original soul. the aim s o allow more

communit
Ahalf of the structure is organised through duplex dwellings.

d floor and small single units at
first floor. Each of these unit is equipped with a bedroom.
Kitchen, bathoom and storage space. The other half of
the farm made of bigger volumes s equipped with added

The adaptive tower

Thought as a purely flexible buiding, the adaptive
tower is dosigned as an example of densiication
of the least amount of land with the best result in
terms of innabitantdoand ratio and mixed use.
In fact it is thought as a condensation of unts
that face the uwban sprawi we can see all around
Different scenarios are taken into account in case of
budgetary uncertainity or inhabitants sceplicism: from an
intensive occupaion (o a representaive use. Nonelheless,
boing the only now buiding inforvention. i is thought as a
mulipurpose container that can accommodate diferent
uses avoiding rigidity and functonal monotony.

accomodates research machinery and spaces. a plants ooftop a new common area
nursery and a big hall for events and conference whie the
core s in fact the most rigid strucure thal respects and leave:
some hints about a similar past welcoming al the needed
spaces for administrative and educational actviies.

scales, to reveal and appreciate its hidden potential

by the existing buiding
Thus it accomodate a community canteen distributed on two
floors, a professional kitchen o serve and prepare meais for
events, some adminisirative offices, and a greenhouse on
the first floor area

We tried to read the context giving space to the neglected
cormers and the apparently informal elements: the edges
of the fields, the unused sealed surfaces, the lands
abandoned after exploitation, the forgotten  spaces
between different properties or along the roads.

Through this operations we considered a wider range of
ingredients than an classical urban study and gave ita new
meaning. In fact al this micro spaces if well highlighted
and connected, can easily become a substrate to sustain
and support future uses and developments, and most of all
for natural appropriation. This ‘third landscape’, meaning
an enhancement of spontaneous colonization leading to
£ Third Landscape corridors = ~ the creation of microhabitat for different species, gains a
political and communitarian dimension: a territory of for
diversity, inclusivity and sharing. To enable a flexible and
adaptable result, our work aims at the individuation of rules
and examples more than a rigid and punctual intervention.
In fact we structured our design through some guidelines
that we deepen through the design case studies that we
identified in the context.

To mitgate and limiting sl consumpion to meet the new
European requienments, we im 1 focus on the it
Infastructure reimagining ther us through th ntroduction of
micro and macto elements (s, cabines, purs, ramps, serices,
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B3 Vegetal masses.
Green clearing

The territoritory gives all the elements to install a landscape
palimpsest that has to drive the different actions and
strategies to reflect upon a new ratio between sealed and
permeable soils and, moreover, to provide spaces for new
synergies between human and non-human beings

In fact, we focused on bio-morphology to understand the
existing structure of the human and vegetal settiements,
to be dialogue with them and to enhance them. We have
identified a sequence of vegetal masses and green
clearings that work as natural rooms. This elements
allowed to insert the Sart Hulet site in a larger dynamique
and make the new area work with the whole city.
Therefore we propose to complete these already existing
sequence through some new vegetal masses made of
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Resting stations

Embracing th ndifintnessof th thir andscape we aim o fame.
and give dignty 0.l those forgottensols negected structures
and spontaneous gradients betwreen materials ambients,
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