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EQUALINES
HOW FAGERSTRAND CAN OFFER EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
THROUGH LINEAR CONCENTRATION
As Fagerstrand is posed for densifi cation, a conventional set of “urban 
questions” arises: where should the new center of the town be? What 
is a suitable functional mix? How can the protection of unbuilt land be 
balanced with the protection of residents’ properties? Furthermore, 
more place-specifi c questions come up: how can the strict separation 
between the industrial sites and the residential areas be loosened? 
How can the qualities of rural dispersion be aligned with the quali-
ties of urban density? EQUALINES explores these questions through a 
simple principle: linear concentration.

Linearity is explored in this proposal through three dimensions: peo-
ple, planet, and prosperity. This is derived from classic sustainability 
theory of the triple-bottom-line: social, environmental, and economic 
sustainability. It is also largely in line with the UN’s conceptualization 
of holistic sustainable development. Therefore, these three layers are 
used here to explore the multiplicity of functions that can be associat-
ed with the framework of linear concentration.

The main spatial interventions and the lines that they create can be 
summarized as follows: 
1. A new urban axis along the Fagerstrandbakken bundles the major-

ity of densifi cation, including business and community functions. 
Newly built compositions of point-houses are combined with infi ll 
developments.

2. The industrial site along the waterfront is opened up and re-natu-
ralized into a wetland habitat. Singular structures from the old in-
dustry (including the silos) remain and form the centroids for new 
flows of leisure, energy, and food production.

3. The existing structure of pipes from the old industry is used for the 
distribution of produced and captured goods, such as biomass, al-
gae, electricity, and water. The pipes are also used for the creation 
of a new trail along the water and through the forest - the Rørvei 
(“Pipe-Path”).

4. The landscape around the Lillerud dam remains largely untouched. 
The expansion of the Pipe-Path allows for an experience of post-in-
dustrial remnants without harming the environment. Towards the 
east of the project site, careful interventions and permeable urban 
edges help to consolidate the most important green axes.
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Strategic Plan, 1:5.000

Conceptual representation of the project principles.

Bird’s eye view, looking at the waterfront from the west.

Atmosphere on the path between the silos. Atmosphere along the path next to the swimming pool, looking south-west. Atmosphere within a new block, looking towards the open landscape.
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Masterplan, 1:2.500

Diagrammatic representation of the main “people-related” structures, 1:7.500 Diagrammatic representation of the main “planet-related” structures, 1:7.500 Diagrammatic representation of the main “prosperity-related” structures, 1:7.500

Axonometric view on the southern end of the urban axis, at the new port-square. Atmosphere along the urban axis, looking towards the port.
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2025 - Nuclei
Urban development, the landscape, and the public 
space are fi rst established in the most crucial points. 
400-600 housing units can be realized in this phase, 
excluding the Sagstubben and Kveldsroveien develop-
ment areas (outside the project area).
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2030 - Spread-Out
Starting from the nuclei, development spreads out, in-
creasingly forming the envisioned lines. An additional 
100 - 250 units can be realized in this phase, still al-
most exclusively located around the urban axis.

EQUALINES offers a variety of housing 

types, suitable for a wide range of income 

groups, united along a central urban axis.

300 - 400 units 50 - 100 units

100 - 150 units

100 - 200 units

2035 Fill-In
Infi ll developments expand the linearity, closing gaps 
in the urban axis, the wetland along the waterfront, 
and other landscape corridors. 50 - 100 units can be 
realized in various locations, depending on demand 
and availability of plots over time. 

2050 - Consolidate?
The fabric can be further consolidated over time: 
freed-up plots can be used for further densifi cation 
along the urban axis. Development is never “fi nished”. 
There is always room for improvement - following the 
aspired symbiosis of people, planet, and prosperity.

new in this phase

new in previous phases

Diagrammatic representation of the fi rst phase, 1:10.000 Diagrammatic representation of the second phase, 1:10.000
Diagrammatic representation of the third phase, 1:10.000

Diagrammatic representation of potential further development, 1:10.000

Axonometric view on the place where the new urban axis is crossed by the green corridor.

Atmosphere along the urban axis, looking at the new central square on the right.

Diagrammatic representation of the variety of housing types and possibly related floor plans.

Diagrammatic representation of the variety of flows related to the revitalized industrial buildings and silos, as well as the pipes that connect these flows.

Schematic section of the pipe-path, showing the pipes below and the connection to the silos.

Schematic section of urban axis, 1:200
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