
TOWARDS A DISCIPLINARY SHIFT

Biodiversity is being eroded by humans 
at a rate unprecedented in history. By 
the end of this century scientists expect 
the extinction of 20 to 50 percent of all 
living species on Earth. Important think-
ers of our time fundamentally question 
the anthropocentric way of looking at 
and interacting with our planet. To en-
sure our own existence, we must move 
away from this binary view of human 
versus nature and develop an approach 
that is more sensitive towards other life 
forms. 

A EUROPEAN WILDLIFE PARK

The cross-border nature park Hainaut 
offers unique opportunities for further 
development as a large scale, Europe-
an wildlife park. In order to provide an-
swers to the loss of biodiversity, there 
is a need in Europe to establisch larger 
vast nature areas where nature conser-
vation and recreation can be developed 
in a more professional and large-scale 
manner (see also the ambitions of the 
European Green Deal and European 
Bauhaus). 

Thanks to the central crossing of the 
Scheldt river, the cross-border nature 
park Hainaut has an extensive eco-
logical potential with many interesting 
wetland habitats, alternating with dri-
er areas and artificial landscapes (e.g. 
Terrils) accomodating unique plant and 
animal species.  With an area of 75,000 
hectares, potential for expansion, and 
a unique mining heritage, this is an ex-
cellent location for the development 
of one of the most astonishing nature 
parks in Europe. 

In addition, the park is unique because 
of its proximity to large urbanized re-
gions (Paris, Lille, Flanders, Brussels). 
This provides a unique potential to at-
tract not only a broad public of tourists 
and recreational users, but also to forge 
important links with research institutes 
and universities in the region.

Only a very small part 
of the European terri-
tory enjoys a specific 
legal status where hu-
man activities are not 
considered superior. 

Map: overview of the Eu-
ropean Regional Nature 
Parks in  2016 (source: 
VDN and EUROPARC Fed-
eration, 2017) 

The European wildlife 
park Hainaut is locat-
ed on the edge of one 
of the most densely 
populated regions in 
Europe. 

Map: population density 
Europe (source: Eurostat) 

The European Nature Park Hainaut is located at an interesting biophysical lo-
cation, on a spur of the humid Flemish valley. The gradients between wet and 
dry are interesting for diverse fauna and flora. In addition, important urban 
agglomerations are located in the vicinity. 

Source: projection based on Geodata and Bing Maps

The Ecohub Raimes is one of the most important gateways to the 
European Wildlife Park.  The roundabout at the Maison de la Forêt 
is the main focus point of the Ecohub Raismes. By moving the park-
ing and adding activities, it becomes a more natural but vibrant 
place.
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ECO-HUB RAISMES

“In order to respond to this eco-
logical crisis, we must funda-
mentally rethink our human-cen-
tered tradition of engaging with 
the territory and go beyond uni-
lateral and instrumental rela-
tions with nature.”

In order to tackle these ecological chal-
lenges we must radically redefine how 
our landscapes are organized in space 
and time. This means larger inacces-
sible zones where other life forms can 
floorish, and also clear gradations and 
templates for co-habitation in different 
areas. At the same time, there’s a need 
for spaces where we can reconnect 
with nature and rediscover our own po-
sition in the natural world.  
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ECO-HUB RAISMES

AN APPROACH BASED ON THREE 
PILLARS.

The Hainaut European Nature Park will 
be developed according to three main 
pillars. The first pillar comprises ecolo-
gy and focuses on the development of 
the natural potential of the site and the 
optimization of wildlife habitat. A more 
proactive development of the area as 
a contiguous area with a better frame-
work (scientifically and logistically) is 
aimed at, as well as the reintroduction 
of certain plant and animal species. 
Ecological frameworks in urbanized 
and agricultural areas are elaborated. 

The second pillar comprises the rec-
reational and nature education aspect 
of the park zone. The area can develop 
as one of the top destination for nature 
recreation, a field with a growing poten-
tial in the last years. In this respect, it 
is important to develop a differentiat-
ed offer that focuses on various target 
groups (young-old, rich-poor) and re-
consider classic ways of recreation.

The last pillar comprises the local an-
choring with special attention to iden-
tity, employment and heritage. The de-
velopment of the European nature park 
must be a catalyst for a new identity 
for this place with opportunities for the 
local economy that can also support 
the preservation and integration of the 
rich mining heritage. The development 
aligns itself with the existing vision for 
the area but tries to sharpen the ambi-
tions and tries to find important links 
with initiatives on a larger scale (region-
al, national and European).  recreation 
can be developed in a more profession-
al and large-scale manner (see also the 
ambitions of the European Green Deal 
and European Bauhaus). 

NATURE DEVELOPMENT

We distinguish three structures: the 
east-west oriented forest corridor, the 
alluvial grasslands and marshes along 
the Scheldt and Escarpe, and the eco-
logically open agricultural areas in the 
north. The most valuable natural areas 
are are made inaccessible to people. 
Between these zones, important cor-
ridors will be further developed. The 
corridors focus on target species and 
movement patterns. Important con-
flicts with infrastructure are solved 
with ecopassages. 

UNIQUE RECREATIONAL CONCEPT

The recreational structure is organised 
around the most important gateways to 
the area. Multi-day trips are especially 
encouraged between these points.The 
bike sharing system, the shuttle bus, the 
horse rest areas, etc. make these ex-
changes possible. The routes integrate 
valuable places and heritage elements. 
Different flows are also organised con-
flict-free with car traffic and separat-
ed from each other (paved paths, non-
paved paths, bridle paths) in relation to 
the surrounding natural value. 

LOCAL INTEGRATION

The development of a European na-
ture park can give a boost to the local 
economy. For example, various jobs will 
be created in tourism and recreation, 
catering, nature management, etc. The 
arrival of, for example, an animal hos-
pital or a wildlife research centre will 
also attract important research activi-
ties. These economic activities are or-
ganised at the entrance gates. Raismes 
could become the most important 
southern gateway to the area. The new 
activities make maximum use of the ex-
isting patrimony. 

The ‘mining vine’ becomes one of the key connections between the gate-
ways of Lewarde,  Raismes and Le Grand-Hornu. The trail is connected to in-
teresting natural or mine sites. Important infrastructures are crossed with 
eco-bridges or tunnels functioning for both humans and animals. 

Photo collage birdseye view based on Google Earth.

The European Natural Park Hainaut has a unique landscape with 
very different biofysical conditions that accomodate a rich fauna 
and flora. The recreational and ecological structure will be devel-
oped simultaneously, responding to the identity of the place and 
the local context.

Plan overview of the European Natural Park Hainaut
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Canis lupus italicus

The purple emperor
Apatura iris

RAISMES
CONNECTIONS

VALENCIENNES

SCHELDT RIVER
ESCAUT

HIGHWAY A23
LANDSCAPE INTEGRATION

ECOFORESTRY
OAK FORESTS ON 

SUB-HUMID SOILS

MINING VINE

Sc
he

ld
t -

 E
sc

au
t

12

14

13

2

11

5

4
7

8

9

10

1

6

3

15

16

LEGEND

1. camping site and eco-lodges
2. mobility point
3. central parking
4. wildlife clinic and research center
5. manege - horse riding school
6. Château de la Princesse d’Arenberg
     Restaurant - hotel - vegetable garden
7. playforest
8. food-forest test ground
9. parking
10. indigenous tree and plant nursery
11. eco-watergardens
12. outdoor classroom
13. lookout
14. quartier de Sabatier
15. adventure park
16. parcours ‘mining vine’
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ECO-HUB RAISMES

AN ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK

The strong landscape gestures (axes with 
trees) in the recreational area will be further 
developed and compose the framework for 
circulation, sub-zones and meetings spaces. 
The avenues with trees become the meeting 
spaces of the park. On the other hand, the 
rows of trees are flanked by wild meadow 
zones, which is beneficial for biodiversity and 
gives the site a more diverse character. Fur-
thermore, the natural forest zones will be fur-
ther developed as an ecological natural play 
forest parallel to the main axis.

DIVERSE RECREATIONAL OFFER

As a southern gateway, Raismes will become 
a thriving hotspot of nature-oriented recre-
ation and tourism. In addition to the current 
recreational activities, the offer will be ex-
tended with activities that are more focused 
on the European Nature Park. For example, 
the castle of the princes of Arenberg could be 
transformed into a unique hotel and restau-
rant. The theme of sustainable food is central 
here and important links are being sought 
with the adjacent food forest and the hunting 
culture of the region. A new research centre 
and clinic for wildlife is situated at the access 
road. The site can also accommodate a tree 
and plant nursery to promote indigenous and 
exceptional plant species with a local sales 
point. Finally, we plan to integrate ecolodges 
on the terrain to the north, where guests can 
stay with a unique view of the water.

SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY PROFILE

The connection with the Raismes trainstation  
and bus stops are improved in terms of attra-
tivity and safety.  A sustainable mobility point 
will be created at the roundabout where a 
shuttle bus, a bicycle target point, electric 
charging points, horse water points, etc. will 
be provided. The parking facilities will be 
combined to avoid search traffic in a new, 
green car park. A second, smaller grouped 
car park will be located at the castle of the 
princes of Arenberg.  

The lookout point on top of the slagheap will also be extended, floating above the 
ground. In this way, the special nature on this slagheap will not be disturbed.

Animated section showing the Terril Sabatier and watergardens.
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In the area around the Terril Sabatier and the water gardens, 
nature education is central. At the height of the old mine tower, an 
outdoor classroom is planned where the story of the mining past 
and nature can be told in a unique place. 

Animated section showing the Terril Sabatier and watergardens.


