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Expanding through vast and ancient wrritories of urban centers to rural periph ;&
coastal breeze to inland winds; agriculrural Tands to narure reserves, Bitonto’s mu-
nicipal terrain transpires a diverse range of muldlayered socio-ecological en- -
counters on its histotic foutes and toots, teconciling the human and natural

spheres through the story of “olive”. Olive's pristine existence on this (erritory

not only incires countless processes and a life s1ound olive’s cultivarion, but also, its

cssence instigates a preserved space for constant natural transformation yet of out-
sranding paimanence, snduring and witnessing thiough time, becoming the
common heritage of natural and human artifacts, and perpetually conneeting the
heterogencous and divetss ccosyseem, histony, culrure, efvilizarion, religion, architee-
turc and r/urbanism of Bitonco

With ics ancient origins, this eminent hardy evergreen oree has been considered
sacred, a culeutal symbel dhat is assosiated with lngevity, health and fertil
became an emblem of peace, victory and purity. Ies growth, cultivation and hacvest
cyeles prompred a mytiad of riuals from comumon conversadons and mult-sealat

productive neaworks. The dominant character of the Olive Tree in this region is in-
disputable. This specific potential and offeting of Bitonto open up possibili-
ties to re-cstablish and re-question the connections between the urban and

it

rural, center and hamlets, past and present, human and nature, machinic and
organic through the processes of olive.

Incerpreting the conncetion becween heritage and nacure through exploring Ulive
Tiee's existenee in Bitonto, che project prope W d
and probes instigacing a new form of “conneceedness” chrough  framework dhat re-

2 process-dri ign approach,

volves around the eyelical vinuals of olive to enuble dynamic cosxistence of socio-cco-
logical/cultural/cconomic mutations. An olive trecs
of this uniting framework: Tnflotescence (Beginning of the reprodusive syle
Horal induction begins, new sproucs start to growl, Flowering (The moment of pol-
lination and ferilization), Fruiting (Pecals f21l off and che fruics emerge), Ripening
(Hardening of the pit and maturing of the fruie), Harvest (Collecting, picking,
tansporting, deaning, milling, sxtracting and storing), Rejuvenation, pruning
and dormaney (Preparing the tree for the Following hacvest. Repair, restore and

repeat!

endar creates the foundacions

ach process buch licerally and mecaphorically suggescs events, activities and imple-
mencations {rituals] that originace from the cssence of the parciculas moments in the
caltivation eyele. The moment of pollinadon, for instance, buth enables the flower-
ing of the tree and the scasonal events for the pollination of ideas; the time of the
harvest. not only an occasion of collecting the produce, but 1lso + period swher

public crowdsouscing or voring results; the refuvenation and dormanéy period, 2

time of repair for the ulive tee and also, a term to collabora in the cosystem res-

toration of the nacural reserves. All layers of conncetivity and all ricuals are har-
monized with cach other through the processes of olive; within this multilay
cred framework, che Tayers of connecdon hecome crails of ritals while the

squares, stations of these rituals, Fach wail reinvigorates itself with 1 catalogue of

Process-driven’ design approach revolving around the
cyclical rituals of olive
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An atlas of rituals
A framework of trails and siations

Aiming (o integrate and encourage processes and activities within the daily life of

this olive tertitory, the project suppores this famework with a responsive and com-
municative virwal ccosystem that cmbodics an augmented environment of uscr in-
teraction and daea. Wich its Liyers offeting 2 disnibured information system o pro-

vide active ccological monitoring interfaces o seli- ization tools, urban cireula-

tien to event calendats, the adoprion of the digiral communication layer consoli-
dates more empirically-based human & nature centered design aiming to cancel dis-
tances, promore its localivy via global mediums and to achieve participarory, ans-
parent and dynamic {uture for Bitonto and its hamlets
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Network of Rituals

1

Trails of Rimals

Synthesizing the characteristics and priorities of Bitonto's territory, the projéct intro-
duces and employs five connectivity lavers. Wich cheir scrategic incerventions {(ritu-
als). these layers strengthen the axisting ties and create new channels € form new re-

lacions. ‘They fllustrace a vision for the region t enable cco-spacial con
interactions and an active public realm by promafing systems of rec-

ons, su-

ongiliation, adapabilicy, resiliency. This approach atcemps wereats an eco-political
project that reinterprets the connotations of a productive lanidscape; it 2ims to
become nut only a projecc of passive preservation and re-ndturalizacun, but of char-
acterization and symbiotic activation.

Srations of Riruals
As the stations of all trails, the squares manifesp the motions, learnings and the yiclds
of cach trail’s rituals. Examining the specific fotentials and offerings of cach square,
the project employs them as enabling fields for reproductions, ransformations and
rediscoverics; promotes them as Bitonto's commons and provides infrastructural en-
hancemenc and a landscape of sbeial instruments o instigace different svents and ex-
pericnees. reciprocally reasonedl or nurtured by the active collaboration of its public
at all seals. "This sufc urbanism incroduces tactical blue-green infrastructurs, self-suf-
ficient encrgy solutions, Co-LABs, ground sockets for event structures and waffic
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Bitonto: Piazza Aldo Moro,
Piazza Marconi and Piazza

Unleash the potential of disir thification, taf-
cvaporation sorategies ace adopeed and co |
sccensuate the specific sparial ualities
Squate is supported by various infra

Lama Balice - Alta Murgia ¥,

‘water catchment point

masseria as an accomodation

Matiotto: Piazza Roma

With its very large rational and adjustable
piazza, Mariotto offers an open total space to
host very big events within Bitonto such as con-
cetts, expus, festivities by accracting visitwrs noc
only from Bitonto and Bari but also from the
inlands at the gace of Alca Murgia,

An atlas of rituals ¢
A framework of trails and stations

Interpreting the conncetion bewween heritage and-naturg/through xploring Ulive
Tiee's existence in Bitonto, the project proposes a processedriven’ design approach,

and probes instigating a new form of “conncetedness”/ through a framework that re-
volves atound the eyclieal rirals of vlive to enable dnamic coskistenve of socio-eco-
logical/culwral/cconomic mutations. All layers ol conncctivity and all rituals arc
hatmonized with each othet thiough the procssses of olive; snd within this muleilay=
cred framework, the layers of connection become wrails of ritals while the squares,
starions of these 1iruals
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Palombaio: Piazza Milite Ignotd
Althougls a compact small square, Piazza
Milice Ignoto offers diverse interaction wi
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~ s Tree's existence in Bitonto, the projeet proposes 2 prosess-driven design approach,
and probes instigating a new form ol “conncetedness” through a framework that re- /

A framework of trails and stations

volves around the eyclieal tieals of olive to enable dynamic coexistence of socio-eco-

logical/cultural/economic mutations. All layers of conncetivity and all ritwals arc

hatmonized with each ochet thivugh the prosesses of olive; and within this nulilay-

cred framework. the layers of connection become trails of rituals while the squascs, / e =
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Ecosystem connectivity ~ Circulation trails ‘ [ A Ecosystem connectvity trails
_trails - socio-educational SP-89 with bike Lunes and clecuric shutle = Multislayéred plantation and cco-patches
———  toute trails = bus aperation offers the ransformarive ke routes wihin thie olive groves ¥ inerease biodi-
o “Ecosyseem rescarch unies” in various | / incorporation of current gas stations with eleciric shtile st versity a8 10 credie Ackting/resting
i cations to increase socio-educational harging/resting scops while developing 0"":‘"""“”‘ el poiints for the fauia
p teraction with the nature reserves dlong O 9 @ a socio-cultural density without being nee- AN ceea=
/ che main channels of ecological connec- essatily wiban \

civicy beaveen Lama Balice and Alta

Murgia /
1. Hydragraphic nerwork trails
/ To preserve and ccologically restore of the unique kdrstic hrdra-morphology of \the ol Producton Tl
/ tegion, the project employs narural water fluation/methods (raingardens, bioswales) e

around the porous grounds for the surtace walef (o be purificd before it is soaked in

towards the aquifers. Also, by ereating water catchment areas within the agriculrural

lands and adopting gravity-led natural irigation ditches, the project aims (o dirct
and collect the warer in the lamas and tmainlyin Lama Balice to aid boosting its bio- @ e
diversity

2. Ecosystem connectivity trails )

Fstablishing the hydrographic network s (hemain|the channcls of ccolagical con-

nectivity berween Lama Balice and Alta Murgia, the project provides a continnous 4
surip of ‘ecatane serviees for the habitat and wildlite thagarc integrated with the ag- | | p—
sicultural lots. This integrative serip embodies muli-layéred plantadon provides the —

R
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necessary conditions for the nutrient exchange and the survival af some aguatic life

P
as well as exeate sesting/nesting poiats fof the fauna. X o S
3. Circulacory rails | = = ,Y‘ = S\
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Circulatory Trails y e a g

Concentrating on sustainable and pedestrian-bile friendly solutions) the project

PIAZZA ROMA i . P o Lidsy offers a setof sirategies both for the existing and the proposed circilaory L
/ AGROFESTIVAL and components. The circularory proposals eatalogue, therefore, include diverse ap- R TNt s
N | N - v
tions for soft mability as well as recreational and adventare circits 10 encourage P — )
vatieus expetiences in/around /on/throdgh the region. \ Y~

4. Local Production trails

Adming to boost means of productidn, the project adapts multlayered ecological

productivily sirarcgics both on raril and urban werrains, Rangging from more variely

of cealogical products o nodertte grazing; bybridity of eacrgy production within \ |
rhe agvicaliural lands and arbanscapes 1o local limesrone production and workforee

for restoration and R&D. / ﬂ/

5. Sociv-cultural and hetitage ¢rails

Cr

ting socio-cultural engagement with all trailk, this layer activates these multple :
Socio-culturband
Heritage Trails

veins of ihe region wir/the sprinkles of temporal events in cerfain frequencies ac-

cording the dyclical sityaly thar are shaped around ofive. Supparted by physical

equipment such as urlan furnirure, wayfinding systems, diginal info torems, service

snodules, pla

sotts pods, lighting, and bike stations; this erail promor

nd orga-

nives irself with parficipatory processes through the digital inrerface.
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Ecosystem connectivity and
hydrographic network trails

“To preserve and ecologically restore chis unique
biodiversity, the hydrographic necwork as the

main channels of ccolugical connectivity between
Lama Balice and Alta Murgia, a continuous strip
of ecutone servicss fur cthe habicac and wildlife
that are integrated with the agricultural lots.

Stations of Rituals
As one of the destination venues of the

cirealatory system, Piarza Roma hosts 2

multifarious cacalogue of different events
during the year Associating with nacural-
istic, produccve and participatory strate-
gies, each square in chis holistic

comes to lite as 2 vivid and collaborative
public venues
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