
1 - B LU RR I N G BO U N DA R I ES
An underground ing effort enables the road 

enclosing the riverbanks to be d iverted. This 

road wi l l become part of a new green belt.

2 - D RO U G HT & R IS I N G WATER
Cl imate issues and flood risks are managed 
by working the soi l and reinforcing the site’s 
natura l components within landscaped, l iving 

spaces.

3 - ROAM TH E LIV I N G
The l inear park a long the rai lway tracks 
connects with the station forecourt. This 
large green belt wi l l l ink the existing sport 
faci l ities to the new cl imatorium, creating 
the desire to wal k a long the Saja in an 
cl imate-friend ly neighborhood

4 - ROAM TH E R I PA R IA N 
CO RR I D O R

The presence of water and l ife is visi ble 
again to the citizens, and becomes a centra l 
element of their mobi l ity.

5 - LA N DSCA PE D IV ERS ITY
Constitution of a new urban figure around 
an inhabited park and a green belt, a place 
of suture between urban spaces and varied 
landscapes, demonstrating the richness of 
the loca l biocenosis.

Our strategy is to maximize the development of biotopes and nature in order to make productive and residentia l uses coexist. In this vision, the key too ls for a l ively, accl imatized neighborhood are 
to ampl ify the impact of both rivers and of the natura l components on site, whi le making the best use of existing faci l ities and roads.

TH E KEYS OF TH E STRATEGY :
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1 - B LU RR I N G BO U N DA R I ES

We use the opportunity of underground ing to d ivert 
the road that encloses the riverbanks. It now becomes 
part of a new green belt, and this simple action recla ims 
vast plots of land, which used to be near the road, for 
the benefit of the riverbanks. 
Benefitting from the now thicker riverbanks, we 
transform and open the d istrict into a vast urban park, 
fine-tune the landscape qua l ity, the biotope and the 
l iving soi l, and reconnect the paths joining the two 
existing parks on the outskirts of the site.

2 - A N EW V IS I O N O F I N D USTRY

Manufacturing remains a major component of the 
site. Located at the bow of the d istrict, the existing 
industries remain, but integration within wooded 
areas d iminish their impact on the urban landscape. 
Simultaneously, new forms of production maintain and 
promote the l iving world on site. Rather than a factory 
town, the Butterfly Effect proposes a vision centered 
on Torrelavega’s l iving heritage and on the bio-economy.

3 - M U LTI-G EN ERATI O NA L GA RD ENS

The publ ic spaces a long the riverbank are preserved 
and integrated into the overa l l park layout. Abundance 
of nature and spaces for intergenerationa l exchange 
complement the l ink between humans and non-humans. 
By breaking down urban boundaries, people from near 
and far are invited to join in a shared common good.

4 - LI V I N G I N TH E FLO O D

The enclosed del Cerezo neighborhood is located 
in a highly flood-prone area. The park project is an 
opportunity to implement a series of water management 
systems within landscaped, l iving spaces. Permeable soi ls, 
coo l spots, retention basins, d itches, etc. are used as a 
way to manage cl imate issues and flood risks. The aim 
is a lso to propose new forms of l iving that not only 
adapt to future water levels, but a lso generate positive 
interactions with the l iving environment.

5 - TH E 4 SEASO NS ESPLA NA D E

Publ ic space becomes cycl ica l. They evo lve with the 
seasons, becoming in turn fa l low land, planting, event 
space. They adapt to the weather and to the annua l 
festive events and create a symbiotic publ ic space at 
the foot of faci l ities that are a l ready ded icated to the 
cl imate and to culture.

6 - BUTTERFLY EFFECT

To reconnect Torrelavega with its riverbanks, we need to 
recla im the biocenosis of the city and to make use of 
its pre-existing heritage of roads, bui ld ings and trees. 
Living things become the centra l element of the urban 
morphogenesis, where every non-human becomes an 
essentia l cog in a virtuous cohabitation. The d iversity of 
Cantabrian flora and fauna flourishes in a l l its variety.
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7 – CO N FLU EN CE TH EATER

The topographica l accidents of the riverbed provide 
opportunities for interaction with l iving things. New 
uses are developed in the service of the site’s geography. 
Sensitivity, culture and poetry come together at the 
Confluence Theater.

8 - ROAM TH E LIV I NG

The sports park runs in a l inear fashion a long the 
rai lway tracks, connecting to the station forecourt. This 
large green belt l inks the existing sports faci l ities to the 
new cl imatorium and promotes wal king a long the Saja in 
an accl imatized neighborhood. It is a green corridor for 
pedestrians and cycl ists, thickened by faci l ities designed 
to encourage outdoor sports activities. The existing 
road network is stretched and requa l ified as a support 
for l ife, whi le the traces of the o ld roads are preserved 
as a historica l marker of the area.

9 - CO N N ECTI O NS W ITH TH E W I D ER 
LA N DSCA PE

Two routes are proposed a long the riverbanks: a lower 
route close to the water and an upper route interacting 
with existing faci l ities and publ ic space. They reconnect 
the Viesca natura l area and the Oscar Freire sports 
complex to be reconnected via soft mobi l ity, within a 
reconstituted and reinforced eco log ica l corridor. Water 
is visi ble to the citizen again, and becomes a centra l 
element of mobi l ity within the urban space.and the 
l iving soi l, and reconnect the paths joining the two 
existing parks on the outskirts of the site.

10 - TH E N EW STATI O N

The future station is connected to a network of soft 
mobi l ity within a l inear bio log ica l corridor. This faci l ity is 
served by a third party venue adjoining the cl imatorium, 
as wel l as by a 2.0 d ig ita l tourism office located in the 
renovated station. This wi l l become Torrelavega’s cultura l 
showcase, guid ing travelers as they enter the city. The 
green belt l inks this station to the various existing 
park-and-ride faci l ities – which are duly planted with 
vegetation – via a network of cycle paths and tree-
l ined promenades a long landscaped va l leys. This is how 
change in mobi l ity is made possi ble: by offering qua l ity 
spaces, made for l iving beings and fresh air.

11 – CLI MATO R I U M

Just aside the cl imate research center, the ha l ls of the 
former Obregon workshops become a cl imatorium. This 
faci l ity transforms the production-centered landscape 
into a landscape of the l iving world, as it creates spaces 
for the consumption and sa le of hyper-loca l foodstuffs 
to serve both residents and travel lers. The spaces of 
this program evo lve with the rhythm of the seasons 
and see a variety of landscape mutations accord ing 
to cl imatic cycles. Inhabitants, travelers and producers 
animate these reso lutely cooperative spaces as part of 
a cl imate awareness initiative. A tree-l ined, experimenta l 
and educationa l space, this is a major faci l ity that forms 
the gateway to the new park.




