THE INHABITED GARDEN 1 HE INHABITED GARDEN 2 HE INHABITED GARDEN 3
BARCELONA (ES) BARCELONA (ES) BARCELONA (ES)

In retrofitting the modermist housing estates of the El Besos i Bl Maresme neighborhoods, this

project aims 1o redeem the intent and spit of the moder movement whose reams have been | ‘L Buildings Toolbox - Typology and Interventions
overshadowed by the narrative of degradation. The dreams of recent past are as relevant today as ‘ N N . R part o 0 b0 0 bresove ®© e g o o e ®
they were in the 1950's when the construction of the housing estates responded to profound social A more inclusive public space The housing estates of El Besos i El Maresme are a distinctive artifact, and serve as a powerful Persnigtior e gound o snd for Commund Spaces and Gar
and urban changes with the hope that high-density living would liberate open space on the ground { [P e p———r testament to a twentieth century moment dedicated to solving urgent social problems and safe, st
or gardens n the spirt of  true public space. LS Attne nei i to making El Besos o s i affordable housing for l. These modernist projects are often crticized for being monotonous,
b i| forall. Infine with oo oo b ol bl omy T N offering no sense of belonging, and further concentrating crime and poverty within the city.
The garden has always been an inextricable archetype of human settlement, representing a E history as a settiement for new imimigrants, the project promotes social coherence thiough v ek oo . 7 - Tt ot oniheotop However, these challenges cannot be blamed on the buidings themselves, but reflect the lack of
brought stebit From the time of nomadic and semi-nomadic v o project pr g - Ruduc of ol o e vms o w30 v o o e b o Pt 4
that brought stabity 4 opportunities for passive interaction as wel as new economic activities that empower 5 o oty sy ot v o ok oty I investment in the intermediate spaces between buidings and the integration of private lfe with the
humsv -gatherers, to global migrations of the moden era, gardening has been a tool o adapt new ppor passt PO y
e o o o & oot to it ne ) residents for active daily living, self-sufficiency, and celebration of cultural diversity. context of the newghborhood and city. This project proposes a toolbox of interventions to extend
ncecapes, To nieqrete, &g To I meke 2 place onck home, Symocieal e garken s A Agrcutural betucen poople, the domestic space and improve built-up and Simple
50 Jong representad ordey, easing Ihabitation against & wd and hostl pe “beyor public space and the neighborhood as a whole. Breaking down undifferentiated open spaces 71 operations can transform the character of the buidings, improve their thermal performance,
wall” Rather than the undefined openness and monotonous character that has come to define |
v and the structure of the superblock, this project uses small-scale landscape modules to \ and bring diverse uses for the communty o enhance both public and private life. While the
modemism falures, rban network of productive gardens — - » s proj pe
s falures, tis project repostions urban space as a productive gar generate diversity of open and semi-enclosed conditions ) housing towers were initally designed to maximize density, new interventions would alow criical
andthe city N inhabited gar The voids of e PP o L | | and underused spaces to be reinvented for better uses.
o 0 mut-imensionluse o ot vt m Pl r:“ m“"(‘)f ol Third lanscape including inner intersections, street corridors, and unused spaces near rail and i 3 >
private gradatio sior : spaco S«? e ngsi::e priuiie ' highways can be transformed into rain gardens, tree nurseries, orchards, and even pasture T / have Even o
is expar . to integrate them as active landscapes within the neighborhood. Pocket “in-between” spaces . - -
o o vt s e species. In face of increasi commediaton of i space, the inventiveness and adaptation, and cultural diversity. This offsets the dominance of the towers =
o, : to become productive container gardens, Kitchen gardens, and composting sites, or sensory as the pedestrian exp:nence pocomes fled with ncvidual baconies, gardens, fumniture, and
i place. gardens and playgrounds for residents to use and enjoy. Open spaces adjacent to sodal other evidence ofife. The toolbox also inudes limate adaptations with improved ventilation
e e e o g U ccucationalfams and through cutting height from buildings or excavating their inner courtyards. Added double [ rorrioos |
= \,, oo ‘9 facades and green roofs improve microclimate and air quality for residents within.
= - “This project aims above all o foster a sense of community, which is achieved through both
- | ocesan eat i commrctspce | [ oo ctos n ot | publc space and rctectual intrvertions. ervertons ac o reinvent spaces i-between [raa— ® || amgenrommreca © || rsesonom e s s s s @ || jmmre e oo sz ®
f buildings and on rooftops to offer places for i for - i e b o S i
i In particular, there is new provision of green space and opponunmss 1o grow food that promote ootectng sy commy
| A cultural vitality and self-sufficiency. Activating the ground floor as a common space -
et gy ot gt =\ |- =~ brings lfe to the streets and the neighborhood as a whole while an inviting fagade and new vertical e i
. = N connections increases the dialogue between residents. Finall, tthe extroverted character of =
Goteve gt tigighers b g o i Open-ar meater * a fagade facing the street is offset by a more introverted interior fagade that also has quiet spaces
3 " Q for small gatherings, connection to nature, and habitat for urban biodiversity
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o Ir 't urban facade by street art
The I Besos i El Maresme neighborhood sits at the edge of the 22@ former industrial area and ~ Section 1 I N Rooftop greenhouss garden Losal communty garden merovement uban facade by street &
requires a new structure to define the urban fabric and open spaces, extend transformation from Prosnix R N
the innovation district, and bridge physical and perceptual boundaries o draw people 1o the s ™
area. This project takes on the block as a key skement and ool 1o better define the space of the - . Schns v e .
pubic garden. Drawing from the Barcelona Superblock system for green hubs and sauares, .

as wel as the Sudoeste el Besos estate's orignal aim of linking with the Cerda Plan of 1859,
public life as wel as ecological transformation s first organized along newly pedestrian-
oriented corridors that extend from Barcelona’s center. Though later “super isiands” sometimes
featured an interior common or public space, this project aims to extend the grid and reclaim
the street-square characteristic of Cerda’s blocks (0 better estabish connectivity between
£l Besos i EI Maresme and the city. The transformed blocks are designed to respond 1o the
most critical environmental challenges of our time, promoting soft mobilities and increasing
green space and gardens 1o address biodiversity loss and cimate change. Interior pedestrian
streets and intersections become opportunities to consolidate pocket gardens for recreational
and educational actiities that foster social interaction and exchange. In this way, every block
becomes a garden block, functioning at the neighborhood scale almost like a compact garden-city.
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Re-naturalizing the waterfront zone

F|BesosiEl
o the River Besos, and was eventualy fomed as a perpheral rea outside of the raditonal oy

o flooding and other environmental problems. This project transforms chauengmg and underused
land for new agricultural programs, and aiso daylights the former Horta stream along Ramba
de Prim, recaling de Sant Mart with s fieds
of crops, vineyards, and it trees fed by the Horta stream. This soluton takes advantage of existing
fertile soil conditions, improving the land's social and ecological functions as a

landscape that benefis the local economy whie infirating water to mitigate flooding in buit-
up areas. To make Barcelona a “living city”, nature is also integrated through habitat, bringing
other species as a living feature to the ciy. This project estabiishes a new ecological corridor,
re-wilding parts of the Parc de Diagonal mer, the planned green corridor along Rambla
de Prim, and Parc del Besos and connecting them with new introverted green spaces within
the inner blocks to create a continuous corridor that better serves the region's biodiversity.

‘The new ecological corridor, e the new green corridor along Rambia de Prim, are designed
o replace tracitional urban features lie large paved plazas, parking areas, and commercial Strips
with new urban features that have more ecological and inclusive social value. By reducin

pavement, these areas no longer act as a barrer to the movement of species and faciltate the
infiltration of rainwater 1o better support piants and habitat. In adition, these spaces are
recovered for residents 1o enjoy with reduced pollution, noise, and interference from private
vehicees. It creates open-ended opportunities for contact between human and nonhuman
residents, enviching appreciation for biodiversity and care for the natural envionment




