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To design responsibly and create robust, 
livable spaces, we must take control of 
both the process of development, including 
resource extraction, and actively shape the 
conditions for it so it can be carried out with 
care and positive outcomes. In Eslöv there is a 
great opportunity to shift away from harmful 
practices and instead support ecosystem 
restoration and a culture rooted in reuse, the 
use of bio-based materials, and long-term 
resilience. Design strategies are essential in 
ensuring a desirable lifestyle while promoting 
inclusive greenery and water management.

The transformation of the former industrial 
blocks begins with the act of remediation and 
establishing a system of implementing bioregi-
onal material as the foundation for developme-
nt. Its values what already exists, such as buil-
dings, activities, vegetation and infrastructure, 
allowing new additions to grow from an in-
terplay of preservation and adaptation. The 
transformation also seeks to strengthen the link 
between the vibrant city center and the green 
Berga district, ensuring connectivity by connec-
ting eastern and western green structures, and 
integrating inclusive greenery with productive 
land use. These actions establish a culture for 
long-term care and climate resilience.

When working with resources that have 
unpredictable conditions and outcomes, the 
design strategies for the new additions focus on 
creating conditions both for a coherent theme, 
different microclimates, productive land use, 
and strengthening biodiversity. Inspired by the 
existing walls and masonry gables in the area, 
the principle for the new builds is a concept 
of infills of biomaterial in between two solid 
gables made of reused materials. 

Early in the process, the area is activated for 
the public by building the park and establishing 
a collective test hub. The test hub is a place 
for exploring the use of reused objects and 
bioregional material, and by prototyping, 
start a participational and hands-on process 
of transformation. It has the opportunity to 
become socially inclusive and strengthen local 
knowledge and tradition in growing your own 
construction material.

Between the Walls aims to demonstrate how 
a neighborhood can live with the earth. The 
organization of buildings supports both biodi-
versity and urban cohesion. Systems for food 
production, water management, and green 
corridors form the foundations of a robust life. 
The design integrates existing buildings and 
walls, offering varied microclimates and inti-
macy while maintaining closeness to greenery. 
Through strategic choices, such as material 
storage, maintenance hubs, and continuous use 
of natural materials, the neighborhood can be 
maintained. Symbolically, the use of bio-based 
materials will allow the area to one day return 
to nature, with only a few walls left standing.
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COMMUNITY TEST HUB 

The community test hub is located 
in the yard of the youth center 
and in the buildings of the former 
recycling center. It is a place for 
exploring the use of locally sources 
bio-materials and development of 
building techniches through building 
prototype pavilions. The hub aims 
to establish a culture of design 
driven by avalible resources. With 
its closeness to social institution it 
opens up for social inclusion in the 
development of the new area.
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TO TAKE CARE OF THE EARTH

The process begins by restoring polluted land 
through phytoremediation, regenerating pro-
ductive soil. Paved surfaces are removed to 
plant salix, creating habitats for natural vegeta-
tion, and improved soil infiltration. Eslöv holds 
great potential to begin growing building mate-
rials locally through three scenarios: 1. Cultiva-
ting underused urban arable land such as grass 
lawns and roadside strips. 2. Utilizing local 
by-products from food production, such as 
straw and stems. 3. Growing dedicated crops 
for construction such as hemp and sunflowers. 

The region’s varied soil types also allow for 
investigating suitable local extraction sites. At 
last, reuse through deconstruction at the site 
is used as a strategic method for responsible 
material harvesting. Most existing buildings will 
be preserved through renovation and transfor-
mation into residential units, community hou-
ses and service facilities. Reusable materials 
will be part of a system at the site where it will 
be examined, stored in material depots, to later 
become part of the new additions.

TO MAKE WITH THE EARTH

The phase of making involves material explora-
tion and collaborative processes involving the 
project team, local youth and citizens with the 
outcome of prototype pavilions built at the for-
mer recycling center, and youth centers yard. 
The test hub combined with sheltered works-
paces in industrial halls and sufficient storage 
space for harvested and dismantled materials, 
enables the processes of using bio-regional and 
reused material possible. The existing industrial 
halls will later be transformed into framed cour-
tyards, becoming inclusive areas between new 
buildings, offering a living environment closely 
connected to green spaces. The implementa-
tion of straw bale and frame houses alongside 
building with clay, wood, rammed earth etc. is 
complemented by, for example, transforming 
old fences into balcony railings and repurpo-
sing deconstructed concrete elements from the 
recycling center into gables. The phase drives 
design from, and with, material conditions but 
the backbone for the solutions is to provide an 
area for a resilient life. 

TO LIVE WITH THE EARTH

Actions for living with the earth are divided 
into the green systems and the spatial solution. 
Productive courtyards for local food cultivation 
are central to the green systems. These are 
organized by the urban farm located in the 
repurposed garage of the former recycling 
center, which serves as a plant nursery, a 
space for aquaponics, and food distribution. 
Greenery and water management channels in 
courtyards and along streets create a diverse 
and resilient landscape. The buildings are 
designed to collect and slow down rainwater 
through a sequence of retention zones. Living 
with the earth means establishing systems for 
continuous care. One key element is providing 
easily accessible maintenance workshops and 
material storage.
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PUBLIC: NEIGHBOURHOOD AND STORMWATER PARK SEMI PUBLIC: ENTRANCE AND GREENHOUSE SEMI PPRIVATE: WALLED COURTYARD

The spatial design is based on a mixture of 
publicness hierarchies, each supporting life 
in different microclimates. It is for a life in 
rhythm with natural seasonal shifts and also 
to prepare for a changing climate. One of the 
public spaces are the parks, with greenery and 
actions for water management, recreational 
places in close connection to it and also habitat 
for different species. One example of a habitat 
for organisms, fungi, and plants is installations 
made from reclaimed asphalt blocks and 
rammed earth walls.

 The semi-public spaces such as entrance 
greenhouses and residential streets, follow the 
same principles, while also integrating private 
spaces, including front gardens and large 
balconies or roofs that offer protection from 
the sun and protection for building façades. 
The use of walls as structural and aesthetic 
backbones ties the area together. They create 
continuity in the design language while 
enabling intimate and protected spaces. The 
addition of small pavilions as a complement 
for living, placed along walls or in green 
fields, offer weather-protected spaces where 
residents can engage with their surroundings or 
personal interests.

PRODUCTIVE COURTYARD

The productive courtyard, cultivated 
with crops maintained by the farming 
hub, forms a vibrant green space for 
residents. It also serves as a recreational 
area with sheltered spots under pavilion 

RESIDENTIAL STREET

One-way shared street with residential 
access. An open stormwater system is 
integrated into stone- and brick-paved 
streets to enhance water infiltration. 
Front gardens, framed by reclaimed 

roofs. South-facing balconies made 
from recycled fencing and metal gra-
ting overlook the courtyard, providing 
space for large plants and views of the 
greenery. Enclosed by walls and gab-

les, the courtyard offers semi-privacy 
and creates an intimate, well-defined 
outdoor environment.

concrete blocks, contribute with 
greenery and soften the streetscape. 
The architecture features reused 
brick and concrete element gables, 
facades constructed from straw, 

rammed earth, reclaimed wood, 
and clay.


