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the site occupies a plateau 
at the confluence of the 
maelbeek valley and one of 
its arms.

the maelbeek stream begins 
at its source in the la cambre 
abbey and runs through the 
valley until it joins the senne 
in schaerbeek.

a series of ponds used to 
punctuate the course of 
the stream, today only four 
remain.
the stream was completely 
covered to avoid flooding 
during storms. the risk is 
mitigated today but will 
resurface as precipitation 
gets more intense with 
climate change.

the square marie-louise 
is the last remnant of the 
maelbeek ponds - known as 
the st. josse-ten-node pond 
before the covering of the 
stream.

the main east-west axis 
connects the park to the 
royal estate to the west, and 
the tervueren park to the 
east.

the senne river is almost 
completely covered within 
the city itself, with only a 
few arms still visible. the 
maelbeek stream joins the 
river further north, in the 
schaerbeek neighborhood. a few very old ingress roads 

are still predominantly used 
today, such as the alsemberg  
roadway. these roads are 
part of the historical fabric of 
the city. by comparison, the 
tervueren avenue is much 
more recent and serves little 
purpose besides funneling 
traffic - a purpose which will 
be obsolete sooner than we 
might anticipate. 

the main ingress point 
east of the city by car is 
the highway junction with 
the so called big belt. the 
connecting tunnel then 
bypasses the site and runs 
straight to the city center 
through the european 
quarters.

the site is inside the big belt, 
and the tunnel running under 
it acts as in ingress point 
to the city from the eastern 
suburbs. in the near future, 
car use restrictions inside the 
city will render it obsolete.

the north and southern banks of 
the park will remain occupied as 
they are today. 
functionally, they are the only 
occupied spaces today. their 
situation - on the edge of the 
park and close to their respective 
neighborhoods, puts them exactly 
where they should be to open the 
park to the inhabitants. 
with the removal of all the physical 
barriers and the transformation 
of the surrounding streets, they 
will serve their given purpose of 
attracting people to the park.

while the structure of the park will 
remain the same, and will keep 
its formal aesthetic - we propose 
to re-purpose the vast surface 
towards a completely natural park. 
by replanting native species, letting 
the plants grow to their natural 
condition, and removing all of the 
existing grass and replacing it with 
tall growing grass, the park will 
become a true oasis where people 
can take shelter during extreme 
heat waves and dry periods.
not only will the park regain a 
semblance of biodiversity, it will act 
as a true congregation space in the 
tumult of climate change.

architecturally, the only 
intervention is the creation of 
two large agoras. the covered - 
but open, spaces will serve as a 
modern congregation space with 
a variety of uses; sports, markets, 
concerts, and anything else it can 
accommodate. 
spatially it will open the park to 
the city on its most important side 
- west, facing the city center and 
currently underused. 
it will house a coffee and 
restaurant, public toilets, and an 
information point.
the museum entrances are 
redefined to better integrate them 
in the park.

the structural axis of the park is 
kept - as it dictates everything. the 
tunnel now channeling rain waters, 
we propose a series of ponds that 
will act as retention basins and 
control the flow of water towards 
the bottom of the valley.
the topography of the park itself 
will serve as a depression where 
water will naturally flow towards 
the middle of the park.
in the event of extremely strong 
storms, the ponds will overflow 
and parts of the park will become a 
natural swamp - redefining the role 
of the park in the inevitable near 
future.

the park as it is now has a 
permeability problem - and 
insofar as people go there for 
the park itself, the bank is almost 
completely closed off, with unique 
and specific entry points that can 
be hard to find spontaneously.
we propose a complete opening of 
the park to the public by removing 
the totality of the physical barriers 
surrounding it today, and the 
complete removal of cars from 
the surrounding streets - with only 
pedestrians, light mobility and 
public transports allowed.
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due to its position, the underground 
tunnel is bound to be rendered 
obsolete in the near future.
the main arrival from the east 
completely bypasses it, and the 
park being inside the big belt of 
the city - where car usage will 
be further reduced in the future 
either through political will or by 
economic necessity, its purpose 
can be questioned in the near 
future. we project the re-purposing 
of the tunnel into a storm water 
retention basin. the park being in a 
plateau, it will alleviate the bottom 
of the maelbeek valley from 
potential flooding in the event of 
extremely strong precipitations.

brussels (be) 2

two large covered courts 
flank the park on its 
western side. these large 
concrete structures of 
19.5m by 150m each 
serve as the entry point 
from the city and allow for 
a multitude of functions 
inside them.

the courts are 
prefabricated for ease 
of construction and 
modularity due to their 
size. each prefabricated 
roof slab measures 6.5m 
by 10m - this defines 
the module. the courts 
are 3 by 10 modules. at 
the intersection of four 
modules is a prefabricated 
concrete column on which 
they rest.

due to their large size 
and openness, the courts 
function as a congregation 
space for many different 
uses.
in the following diagrams 
a series of possibilities 
is shown, such as a 
layout for a concert, an 
outside art exhibition, a 
congregation or a market. 
the two courts can either 
function as symmetrical 
and therefore double the 
capacity of each function, 
or each might operate 
independently.

the only permanent 
functions of each court 
are public bathrooms on 
both, a coffee on one side 
and a general information 
stand on the other - which 
can work with the park 
museums to offer tickets 
and information for 
potential visitors at the 
entrance of the park.

0 10m

0 50m

1. “place des palais”
this is the high point of 
the park, and the main 
congregation area. the 
topography integrates a 
water retention basin in 
strong precipitations.
draining pavement

2. open air drainage 
channel
the water flows on the 
surface of these channels 
until the bottom of the park.

3. wild garden
a wild water garden, 
unaccessible to the public, 
they are supplied in water by 
rainfall. 

9. pavillons des échanges
two large covered spaces, 
adaptable to many 
occupations and events.

10. mérode access
shared space without 
sidewalks. facilitates the 
park access from the 
different public transports of 
the station.
draining pavement.

4. place des échanges
the main entry point from 
the west. the topography 
integrates a water 
retention basin in strong 
precipitations.
draining pavement

5. permanent water ponds
they are present on the 
park’s periphery - and the 
tunnel once closed, and 
connect the park to the city. 
they are supplied in water by 
rain fall.

6. tall grass
walkable and usable space 
managed by sustainable 
gardening principles.

7. low footbridge
a light footbridge allowing 
the crossing of the wild 
water gardens.

8. high footbridge
a light footbridge allowing 
the crossing of the central 
wild garden and the tunnel.

tall grass — walkable, and 
high water retention

wild vegetation — growth 
and biodiversity

paved surface — permeable 
to water
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0 50m

1. plazas
the main plazas mark the entrance 
points to the park - both west and 
east. 
the stay for the most part mineral, 
but with draining pavement to 
allow for the overflow of water to 
seep to the earth.
they are shaped so as to create a 
temporary retaining basin during 
extreme rainfalls.

2. footpaths
most footpaths are kept in their 
original position - but are made 
narrower.
most of the paths today are more 
than ten meters wide, this is 
reduced to allow even more space 
to the wild gardens now growing in 
the park.

3. periphery
as the surrounding streets 
are made almost completely 
pedestrian, the interior bike path 
becomes another footpath.
the limits of the park are slightly 
extended outwards, making these 
footpaths surrounded by nature.
the bikes now go around the 
park through the shared streets 
- completely separating the 
various mobility means around the 
park and creating an even more 
pleasant experience.

agrostis capillaris
arctium lappa
calamagrostis canescens
daucus carota
hypericum perforatum
leucanthemum vulgare
molinia caerulea
papaver rhoeas
sanguisorba minor
symphytum officinalis
tanacetum vulgare
trifolium rubens
valeriana officinalis

perennial stratum for dry environment
flowered meadow and sustainably managed
height between 30cm and 150cm

perennial stratum for wet environment
wet garden
height between 50cm and 150cm

botanical list of belgian native species
edible — medicinal — pollinator

tree and shrub stratum
dry/wet meadow and public space
height between 150cm and 1500cm

alopecurus pratensis
carex riparia
festuca arundinaceae
filipendula ulmaria
iris pseudacorus
lychnis flos-cuculi
succisa pratensis
valeriana officinalis

acer campestre
castanea sativa
quercus petraea
salix alba
salix caprea
cornus mas
crataegus laevigata
mespilus germanica 
rubus fruticosus

4. schuman
the west entrance is transformed to 
become the “place des échanges” - 
one of the two main entry points to 
the park. 
mineral and vegetal come together 
to crystallize the proposal’s 
intentions. 
the water flows outwards from the 
park and brings together the park, 
the city, and itself.
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