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The Gatehouse provides an opportuni ty  to  reth ink  the Univers i ty ’s  re lat ionship  wi th 
the broader  community. The locat ion of  Grensen, at  the ‘border ’, metaphor ica l ly  and 
physica l ly  speaks to  ideas of  t ransi t ion, integrat ion, and a  larger  sense of  coming to -
gether. For  these reasons, our  proposal  seeks to  look at  the s i te  as  a  community  hub 
that  not  only  serves the students  but  a lso  the res idents , en l ivening the area and con -
tr ibut ing to  a  melt ing pot  of  act iv i t ies . By  creat ing the space to  inhabi t  ‘ the  border ’, 
we replace the percept ion of  the inst i tut ion as  something d ist inct  f rom i ts  context , 
wi th  a  ‘v i l lage’  where human encounter  encourages the d isseminat ion of  knowledge.   
  
By  creat ing a  l iv ing lab that  br ings together  and fosters  new art ist ic  and educat ion -
al  pract ices, we a im to  design a  new act iv i ty  heart  that  fuses the univers i ty  campus 
with  the local  surroundings and extends a  network  into  the greater  urban envi ron-
ment .   
   
Whi le  promot ing more programming on the s i te , the  proposal  acts  as  a  f lagship  mod -
el  for  future  development  to  centra l ized NTNU on the h i l l  of  Gløshaugen. This  con-
siders  the ex ist ing bui ld ings and what  they can offer  to  create  more eff ic iency and 
future-proof  f lex ib i l i ty  for  space a l locat ion. As  an under ly ing pr inc ip le , we a im to 
keep the exter ior  of  ex ist ing bui ld ings as  they are , a l lowing her i tage to  inform prog -
ress. This  is  not  only  for  susta inabi l i ty  purposes but  a lso  to  preserve the idea of  a 
neighborhood on the s i te  that  uses each bui ld ing as  a  node in  the overa l l  network  of 
act iv i ty.   
  
The Gatehouse, therefore , proposes to  create  an act iv i ty  spine that  l inks  the ex ist ing 
bui ld ings and produces a  natura l  f low of  people  through the s i te  whi le  mainta in ing 
Grensen’s  character  in  a  format  that  creates  a  d ia logue between o ld  and new. The 
pro ject  adds to  the ex ist ing program by implement ing spaces for  co-work ing, meet -
ing rooms, exhib i t ion  areas, an  audi tor ium, a  café , a  sports  renta l  shop, sports  and 
hang-out  areas, b ike  storage, student  c lub off ices, and event  spaces, a  fabr icat ion 
lab, and addi t ional  researcher  housing. The design t ransi t ions f rom more publ ic ly 
accessib le  areas to  those that  are  more univers i ty-focused, producing a  logic  that 
draws people  to  the s i te  and to  host ing communal  spaces for  shared act iv i t ies . This 
is  a l l  done through a  process of  susta inable  restructur ing, through the concept  of  ‘re-
use f i rst ’, where  bui ld ings are  g iven a  second l i fe  wi th  energy-eff ic ient  standards.   
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The fo l lowing text  wi l l  descr ibe the aspi rat ions of  the pro ject  and the design deci -
s ions that  have been made to  promote a  space for  a l l , one that  cares  for  the local 
community, the  univers i ty  populat ion, and the character  of  p lace. The proposal  works 
wi th  ideas of  merging o ld  and new, merging local  and student  bodies , and merging 
technology and t radi t ion to  produce spaces that  can foster  innovat ion and excel-
lence.   
   
T h e  D e s i g n  P ro p o s a l :   
  
The concept  of  the gatehouse emerges f rom the proposal  of  a  d ist inct  ‘L-corr idor,’ 
that  br idges the c i ty  and Nidarosdomen with  NTNU Hovedbygget , whi le  mainta in -
ing the s i te’s  ex ist ing facades and uni t ing thei r  inter ior  into  a  coherent  publ ic  space. 
Occupiable , f lex ib le  space areas are  created on the ground f loor, in  the fashion of  an 
‘ inhabi table  landscape’, whi le  the second f loor  has smal ler, more pr ivate  spaces dedi-
cated to  off ices  and meet ings. The back row (13-15)  is  considered semi-pr ivate , wi th 
the ex ist ing bui ld ings being used for  smal ler  univers i ty  c lub off ices, l inked by the 
courtyard and a  new corr idor  that  doubles  as  a  study and event  space. Resident ia l 
spaces are  inserted into  Bui ld ing 12 and the re located Bui ld ing 6 (which can both be 
extended depending on need) , whi le  bui ld ing 4 and 2 remain  untouched. To ensure  a 
var iety  of  spaces, the surrounding green space is  largely  preserved, creat ing a  natu -
ra l  yet  f lex ib le  landscaped area.   
  
Bui ld ings 7-10:  The Gatehouse proposes turn ing bui ld ings 7-10 into  publ ic  spaces 
and meet ing rooms, becoming an act iv i ty  heart  that  can be used by students  and 
local  res idents . This  space then becomes an at t ractor  to  the s i te  and the univers i ty 
events , as  wel l  as  a  natura l  thoroughfare  between the top and bottom of  the h i l l . The 
proposal  encloses th is  space in  a  double-height  at r ium that  connects  a l l  bu i ld ings 
on both s ides of  the a l ley  whi le  mainta in ing some of  the or ig ina l  facades of  these 
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bui ld ings on the inter ior. The exter ior  fac ing facades are  mainta ined, re insulated, and 
proposed to  be restored with  or ig ina l  pa int  co lors  to  b lend into  the ex ist ing h istor ic 
fabr ic  of  the local  ne ighborhood.   
  
Given the level  d i f ference between bui ld ings, the atr ium steps and accessib le  ramps 
br ing people  up into  the space and through the s i te , creat ing an ‘ inhabi table  land-
scape’. The occupiable  thoroughfare  l inks  into  communal  spaces on the ground f loor 
such as  the exhib i t ion  space, the café , co-work ing spaces, the sports  equipment 
renta l , and an audi tor ium. On the upper  f loors , there  is  denser, more pr ivate  program -
ming:  meet ing rooms and c lassrooms over look the act iv i ty  below. In  the basement , 
there  is  a  b ike  storage space and fac i l i t ies  that  l ink  into  the publ ic  park  space of  the 
t r iangular  lot  adjacent  to  bui ld ings 9-10B. The cycle  storage is  meant  to  encourage 
cycl ing.  
  
In  the construct ion process, we promote mater ia l  restorat ion and reuse. Facade 
components  wi l l  be  reused in  the construct ion of  the atr ium spaces and any excess 
mater ia ls  can be stored in  and used at  the new fabr icat ion lab workshop proposed 
adjacent  to  bui ld ings 13-15. The new construct ion uses a  combinat ion of  t imber 
(Glu lam and CLT) , new insulat ion mater ia ls  and energy eff ic ient  g lass  to  promote 
susta inable  methods of  construct ion whi le  a lso  br inging in  ample  l ight  to  support  the 
event/meet ing spaces. The roof  form posi t ions photovol ta ic  panels  for  energy col lec -
t ion and int roduces an addi t ional  gutter  for  water  col lect ion. A  new-bui ld  c i rculat ion 
module  adjacent  to  the south s ide of  9B creates  fur ther  accessib i l i ty  to  the bui ld ings 
with  an e levator  and sta i rway and a  br idge walkway that  connects  upper  f loors  on 
both s ides of  the atr ium. An exter ior  courtyard provides addi t ional  spaces for  gather-
ing that  connect  to  the atr ium, publ ic  park , and res ident ia l  areas.   
  
U l t imate ly, the  design of  the atr ium serves as  a  spine for  the pro ject  that  forms an ‘L’ 
on  the s i te  connect ing the main  publ ic  spaces to  more student  and univers i ty-or ient -
ed spaces. This  networked approach creates  a  var iety  of  publ ic  and pr ivate  funct ions 
that  act ivate  d i f ferent  areas of  the s i te .   
   
Bui ld ings 13-15:  The atr ium space crosses over  the road l ink ing bui ld ings 7-10 with 
bui ld ings 13-15. This  shorter  port ion of  the ‘L’  acts  as  both an occupiable  corr idor  as 
wel l  as  breakout  space for  c lub off ices  that  have been a l located to  13-15. The addi -
t ion fur ther  encloses the back of  13-15, creat ing occupiable  courtyards for  events  or 
meet ings, whi le  the outhouses wi l l  return  to  thei r  intended use as  smal l  k i tchenette 
spaces that  can be used by the student  organizat ions for  events . Adjacent  to  bui ld -
ing 15, The Gatehouse proposes the construct ion of  a  new fabr icat ion lab bui l t  in  a 
s imi lar  wood-frame construct ion method as  the ex ist ing bui ld ings, us ing some of 
the mater ia ls  f rom the deconstructed zones of  7-10, and with  two large garage doors 
that  a l low for  overf low of  workshop and fabr icat ion areas.   
   
Bui ld ings 12 and 6:  Much of  the proposed new program funct ions as  publ ic  areas 
that  wi l l  un i te  the univers i ty  facul ty  and students  wi th  the local  community. However, 
we bel ieve that  a  heal thy  and act ive  urban intervent ion a lso  re l ies  on an immediate 
res ident ia l  adjacency. For  th is  reason, the t r iangular  lot  becomes a  space that  can 
host  more res ident ia l  programs. We propose to  move bui ld ing 6 para l le l  to  bui ld ing 
12, f lanking a  pedestr ian  access path between them that  wi l l  connect  the lower  part 
of  the s i te  wi th  the upper  part . This  reor ientat ion produces an inv i t ing entry  point  to 
the overa l l  s i te  that  mir rors  c lass ica l  courtyard spaces whi le  promot ing local  Norwe -
gian bui ld ing sty les . Current ly, the  proposal  considers  most  of  the t r iangular  lot  as 
publ ic  park  programming. However, i f  there  is  an  addi t ional  need for  more res ident ia l 



densi f icat ion, the ex ist ing st ructure  of  12 and 6 can easi ly  be extended whi le  main -
ta in ing the core  concept .   
   
Bui ld ings 2  and 4:  The proposal  acknowledges the recent  renovat ion of  bui ld ing 4 
and therefore  wi l l  not  be doing any further  renovat ion to  the st ructure  but  instead 
proposes some changes to  the landscape that  l ines  the throughway between 7-10 
and 2&4. These landscape decis ions are  intended to  better  d i rect  the publ ic  into  one 
of  the main  entrances of  the new proposal  that  l inks  into  bui ld ing 9A and creates 
spaces for  people  to  meet . As  bui ld ings 2&4 are  res ident ia l , the  new programs and 
thei r  posi t ioning would  a lso  serve the res idents  of  these bui ld ings whi le  mainta in ing 
thei r  pr ivacy.   
   
Landscape:  To promote many outdoor  act iv i t ies  in  addi t ion to  the new indoor  pro-
grams, The Gatehouse supports  min imal  intervent ions on the t r iangular  lot  instead 
proposing a  landscape that  wi l l  foster  local  f lora  and fauna and provide f lex ib le  spac-
es for  sports  and wel l-being. Diverse p lant ing and man-made bi rd  nests  and feeders 
encourage b iodivers i ty  on the s i te . A  basketbal l  ha l fcourt  can a lso  double  as  a  hard 
surface for  other  sports  and outdoor  equipment  wi l l  act ivate  the park , being an at -
t ract ion for  both the local  community  and students . Paved spaces are  kept  to  a  min i -
mum in  favor  of  p lanted areas and gravel  pathways. A  new bike path through the s i te 
promotes susta inable  commuting that  is  a lso  supported by the b ike  storage in  the 
basement  of  9B and 10B that  connects  d i rect ly  to  the park . This  ethos is  cont inued 
on the upper  parts  of  the s i te , next  to  the fabr icat ion lab and bui ld ings 2&4, where 
student  pavi l ions  wi l l  be  on d isplay  across each season.  
   
C o n c l u s i o n :   
   
The Gatehouse proposes a  new community  and univers i ty  act iv i ty  hub that  integrates 
pr inc ip les  of  urban connect ion and uni f icat ion, h istor ica l  and ecological  sensi t iv i ty, 
and susta inabi l i ty. On an urban scale , i t  recentra l izes  the univers i ty, br inging peo -
ple  into  and through the s i te . Recogniz ing the beauty  of  the her i tage construct ion, 
and i ts  va lue to  the community, we integrate  new th ink ing behind the ex ist ing wal ls , 
reusing these and upgrading the bui ld ings to  meet  susta inabi l i ty  standards with  new 
insulat ion and energy eff ic ient  g laz ing. This  approach va lues the local  character 
whi le  a lso  adopt ing susta inable  design methods with  the use of  mass t imber  (Glu lam 
and CLT) , low embodied carbon mater ia ls , the  addi t ion of  PV panels , and dra inage 
water  at tenuat ion tanks. The design decis ions are  bold  yet  ba lanced with  min imal 
overa l l  new construct ion on the s i te  and the integrat ion of  new bui ld  wi th in  the ex ist -
ing bui l t  areas. The main  design intervent ion inserts  i tse l f  to  provide a  new artery  for 
the campus that  suppl ies  act iv i ty  and c i rculat ion to  the overa l l  s i te  and branches out 
to  connect  the surrounding urban envi ronment  wi th  the univers i ty  campus.   


