
Helsinki (FI) 1HAVEN – for humans & non-humans alike

VARTIOSAARI:
Vibrant & active natural, cultural 

and historical attraction

Vartiosaari is designed with a focus on human-cen-
tered features while preserving significant areas for 
nature. The island accommodates diverse human ac-
tivities, including the development of villas, a cafe, 
restaurant, sauna, tree climbing park, and accom-
modations. Nature accessibility is ensured for all age 
groups and individuals with different abilities, such as 
people in wheelchairs. Additionally, challenging hik-
ing routes are available, allowing more space for na-
ture to thrive on steep hills.

Human customer group

FIN haven = satama, suojasatama, turvapaikka, turvasatama

Non-human customer group
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Heatmap of humans and non-humans. The first figure 
is the current situation, and the second is the possible 
future situation
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Diverse archipelago fauna
Natural habitat: forests, meadows, swamps

NEEDS: diversity of biotopes, sheltered areas 
with few human visitors, areas for nesting and 
recovering

MEASURES: A clear main road deinsentivise  
wandering. Structural safe havens in many forms, 
such as bat towers, bird towers, and insect hotels

Marine life / biotopes
Natural habitat: sea, sea bottom, coast

NEEDS: undisturbed spawning and living 
areas 

MEASURES: floating docks, no overly large 
docks, steering people away from overuse of 
vunerable biotopes by directing them with 
pahts.

Diverse archipelago flora
Natrual habitat: forests, meadows, swamps

NEEDS: diversity of biotopes, areas free of 
heavy use/ wear

MEASURES: Clear designated areas for human  
activity, a clear main road, green roofs

Cultural species / human affected 
biodiversity eg. villa history / biotopes, also 
old newcommers and ballast species
Natural habitat: Cultural landscapes

NEEDS: some level of maintaining, grazing 
of land, or no special needs

MEASURES: fascilitating gardening space, 
fascilitating information about invasive 
spieces and instructions and tools for getting 
rid of them. Organizing Talkoots

Human life, homo sapiens
Natural habitat: nature / villages / cities

NEEDS: sustanance, safety, health, interaction, purpose

MEASURES: fascilitating spaces intendent for recreational activity, leisure, social 
interaction, reflection and connection with nature. Bringing forward the idea of thriving 
together with nature and showing how it is possible

INTRO – 
HELSINKI 
Following the growing thread of 
the biodiversity loss, interspecies 
challenges brought by the cli-
mate crisis and adjacent riots by 
the non-human species Helsinki 
decides to take act.

In year 2024 Helsinki establish-
es as its new guiding principle 
and slogan “Helsinki – a city for 
humans and non-humans a like” 
and goals to be a first life-centric 
city without species discrimina-
tion. Acting after the general ex-
tended principles of Human and 
non-human rights declaration, it 
takes as its new principle that:

A: All beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and 
rights. 

B: Everyone has the right to 
life, liberty and security of 
person. 

C: Everyone has the right to 
rest and leisure 

E: Everyone has the right to 
a standard of living adequate 
for the health and well-being 
of themselves and their fami-
ly, including food and hous-
ing 

Accordingly, as the first mission 

following the new leading prin-
ciple, the Eastern Archipelago 
revival is addressed under this 
umbrella. Helsinki wants to in-
clude all the user groups and 
negotiates with the presentatives 
of marine life (algae, bacteria, 
fish….), archipelago fauna (in-
sects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, 
mammals including endangered 
bats), archipelago flora (mush-
rooms, plants, trees) and cultural 
species. The aim is to get to the 
bottom of what are the different 
interest groups’ needs, hopes and 
wishes for the future of the archi-
pelago use. 

 

INTERSPECIES 
EQUALITY ACT 
2024

To ensure a harmonious co-existence be-
tween humans and non-humans and pro-
tect the rich biodiversity of our project, we 
have divided the areas into three distinct 
scales: the archipelago, the islands, and 
structures. These zones are designed to 
strike a balance between human use and 
non-human utilization while safeguard-
ing vulnerable species and providing a 
comfortable experience for both custom-
er groups.

In order to depict the various uses of the 
islands clearly, we have devised a scale 
that classifies them into different zone 
types. The scale is color-coded, with 
blue indicating zones primarily intended 
for non-human use, purple representing 
joint-use zones accommodating both 
non-human and human activities, and 
pink fuchsia signifying zones predomi-
nantly designated for human use. This 
classification system offers a visual repre-
sentation of the intended purposes and 
levels of human involvement across the 
islands.

Zones Large Scale: Archipelago

At the archipelago level, we ad-
dress the entire area as a unified 
entity. To achieve a harmonious 
co-existence, we have catego-
rized the islands and islets into 
the following groups:

1. Non-Human Islands and Is-
lets: These areas are restricted 
from human access, allowing 
the biodiversity to thrive undis-
turbed and fostering the flour-
ishing of sensitive species. We 
prioritize the rewilding of these 
fragile and biodiverse terrains.

2. Islands and Islets with Minimal 
Human Intervention: Although 
open to human presence, these 
areas are not directed for hu-
man use. They lack human fa-
cilities or structures for landing 
and are intended to preserve 
their relatively fragile biodiver-
sity and terrain, with rewilding 
efforts if necessary.

3. Joint Use Islands and Islets: 
These areas accommodate a 
combination of non-human 

and human use, ranging from 
non-human dominating zones 
to joint-use areas with varying 
degrees of human intervention. 
We aim to concentrate heavier 
human use in specific zones to 
protect the more delicate is-
lands. Landing structures and 
facilities are developed to cater 
to the majority of human visi-
tors, including those using pub-
lic and service boats, kayakers, 
and boaters. Biodiversity resto-
ration and enhancement, along 
with re-wilding, are integrated 
into the design.

4. Military Islands (X): These are 
joined islands with restricted 
human use and varying levels of 
human interference. Some ar-
eas may contain health hazards, 
such as discarded ammunition, 
posing risks to both non-human 
and human users.

Within the archipelago, each 
island is assigned different 
uses to support both human 
and non-human to thrive to-
gether or separately in vary-
ing degrees. Landing Sites for 
example are designed to be 
relatively more human centric, 
natural areas more non-hu-
man centric, and in roads ef-
forts are made to find a bal-
ance between human needs 
and minimizing disturbances 
to non-human habitats.

Middle Scale: Islands

Even within structures, a clear 
focus is placed on either 
human or non-human usage. 

Certain buildings will be 
designated for humans, 
featuring amenities like grilling 
places and accommodations. 
Simultaneously, other 
structures, such as bat towers 
and insect hotels, will be 
designed specifically to cater 
to the needs of non-human 
inhabitants. 

Yet other structures serve 
both humans and non-
humans alike. For example 
by accommodating plants 
on roofs, blurring the lines of 
ownership.

Small Scale: Structures

current

future

Helsinki (FI) 2HAVEN – for humans & non-humans alike

Building unit

Modules come together
as breathing structural unity

Shapes

The airflow through the facade structure
ensures the drying of the structure

and improves the longevity

Triangular module is used for
facade ends and double-module to add

increaced insulation

Air flow

Villa culture inspired metal roof or
biotope roof, bringing space for

heat dependant local species
is used according to the needs of the site

Floorboards are added
to the base structure

Base structure is complimented by
water canisters as floaters
and optional hand railing

Pier structure

Pilar cross-sections create different angles

Air flow

Roof examples

Structural modules

Corner connection

A variation of the base module
with same connection method

Roof shapes, inspired by nature and Hesinki
visual imago act as distinghished landmarks

Solid and mesh wall are complimented with door
 and window unit, and natural units of bug hotel

wall and biotope green wall

Module variations

Foundation uses strong and
easily dismantable adjustable paws

familiar from scaffolding systems

Wall

Floor structure

Modules are joint with pilars at the cornersFloor modules are joint together
with easily dismantable

metallic structural bolt connectors

Facade cladding and inner cladding are
added into the module, and when needed

insulation or double-structure is used

Wall units

Pier modules are joined togerher for diverse
jetties serving each unique landing need

Materials

Double-insulated floor

Floating pier causes minimal disturbance
on the sea bottom and
the aquatic biodiversity

Roof module

Wood is complimented with hues of blue
chalk paint and burned surface treatment

to both protect and bring out
the tones of archipelago

Pier modules are joint together
with easily dismantable

metallic structural bolt connectors

Cross-sections

Wall connectionsWall structure
Wall modules are joint together

with easily dismantable
metallic structural bolt connectors

Foundation system

Minimal interference
Paws are delicate to the forest ground and

non-human life within. After dismantling
minimal trace is visible

The airflow under the structure
ensure the drying of the structure

and enchanges it's longevity

FloorPier

Roof module connects with wall,
floor and foundation module

and forms a building unit

Wall palette

Spirit of the place
reflected in the different roof shapes

Foundation

Minimal interference

Variation

Pier variations

Connection detail

Base module

Modular structure for the built elements

Vertical

Connection

Horizontal

Roof

Santahamina

Laajasalo

Herttoniemi

Vuosaari

Kalasatama

Water bus stop

Ferry stop

Water taxi stop

Potential ferry stop

Water bus route

Ferry route

Potential ferry route

Vartiosaari

Villinki

Kotiluoto

Malkasaari

Pikku Niinisaari

Archipelago connectivity map

Modular structure for the built elements

Helsinki (FI) 3HAVEN – for humans & non-humans alike
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17. Restaurant and event space,

public and private events like

weddings
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swimming

1. Renovated large sauna

with public sauna times

2. Small rental sauna and beach
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gallery space
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K O T I L U O T O :

Relaxing and cosy day 
destination  for everybody

Kotiluoto strikes a balance between human and non-
human usage. Its design emphasizes relaxation in 
nature rather than heavy hiking, ensuring minimal 
disturbance to the natural environment while enabling 
enjoyable experiences for both humans and non-
humans.

M A L K A S A A R I :

Assessible and easy 
nature site

Malkasaari is another island that aims for a harmoni-
ous co-existence between humans and non-humans. 
The design makes the island easy and accessible for 
human activities while preserving large areas relatively 
undisturbed for the benefit of non-human species.

PIKKU-NI INISAARI :

Nature reserve in 
an industrial setting

Pikku Niinisaari is envisioned as a nature reserve along 
the harbor. With the objective of preserving its unique 
and abundant nature, the island will offer opportunities 
for day trips, hikes, and picnics. To fully appreciate and 
experience the untouched nature, minimal human 
interference is essential. The construction will be 
limited to a light path, grill spot, picnic tables, and a 
viewing point.
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V I L L I N K I :
Cultural & Bat(h) haven in 

exceptional natural settings
 

As the largest island, Villinki has the 
capacity to accommodate a substan-
tial number of visitors. While the areas 
owned by the city of Helsinki are limited 
and dispersed, the “every man’s right” 
allows people to use the entire island. 
We direct human activity towards desig-
nated landing sites, which are designed 
with a human-centered approach but 
also incorporate safe havens for non-hu-
mans. By focusing activities on these 
sites, the rest of the island remains rel-
atively undisturbed, preserving ample 
space for nature.


