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Felanitx - Es Sindicat (ES)

EMPATHY WITH NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS
Local resources and second life as preventing tool

The connection is so profound that one can be seen as the 
extension of the other. History shows how the topography 
was cleverly harnessed to simplify the production process, 
making use of gravity's natural force. But once production 
ceased, the bond between architecture and landscape fad-
ed into invisibility. By learning from the past and from the 
building’s own history, we can rebuild the lost relationship 
with nature.

follows the beating heart of the cathedral. Wine production 
began on the upper terrace, where wagons arriving from 
Felanitx via the old wagon path unloaded grapes at the 
receiving docks. From there, the process followed a precise 
sequence through specialized chambers and machinery. 

Formed by a succession of once-cultivated terraces, these 
structures are defined by dry stone walls that rhythmical-
ly trace the land’s contours, shaping the topography and 
framing views toward Felanitx. The project proposes to 
give them a second life through the planting of aromatic 
Mediterranean species, transforming them into cascading 
public gardens of scent and flavor.

An architectural continuation of the Sa Mola terrace trail, 
this path serves as a bridge between the landscape and the 
town, reconnecting Sa Mola with Felanitx

The key strategies for relearning coexistence with the environment draw from a long-standing tradition, when both construc-
tion and agriculture relied on local resources. Revisiting these past practices—local sourcing, recycling, and repurposing—
offers a path toward reducing CO2 emissions. All necessary materials can be sourced within a 5-kilometer radius: red clay, 
sand, marès stone, and wood from Pinus halepensis forests. 
The restoration of Es Sindicat embraces this approach. Materials for its renewal are sourced from demolition waste, trans-
forming discarded fragments into valuable resources and reinforcing a circular model of sustainable development. 
On a symbolic level, the soul of Es Sindicat is also being revived. Original machines and components once used in wine pro-
duction are proposed to be carefully restored and reimagined for a new function: harvesting and managing water.

INTERPRETATION of mediterranean public spaces' traditional structures

Es Sindicat functions like a neighborhood, with its main visitor-friendly route 
leading to various public facilities located on the ground floor with new shaded 
open air spaces. The permeability, accessibility, and continuity of public spaces 
help forge a strong connection with Felanitx. Es Sindicat transforms into a 
vibrant everyday space for the community.

DISCOVERY of the local landscape heritage

Shaped by the local climate, the landscape reflects the heritage of Mediterra-
nean productive traditions. The project proposes a memorial connection to this 
legacy while reinforcing existing ecological corridors through the use of native 
plant species. 
Aside from Sa Mola and Calvari, Felanitx lacks permeable green public spaces. 
The natural ecosystem of Es Sindicat offers an opportunity to reconnect the city 
with nature, introducing a new typology of gardens and open-air public spaces.

TRANSMISSION of the memory of the site

Explore the archaeological heart of Es Sindicat’s urban landscape and create a 
visitor-friendly route that reconnects Sa Mola with Felanitx, guiding people along 
a museographic path inspired by historic connections.

The old wagon path is repristined and reinforced to create longitudianl connex-
tions, from Sa Mola to Felanitx through the Cathedral.

1 - Bottles' exit
2 - Clients' entrance
3 - The path of the 
wagons
4 - Train line "Ra-
mal" path

1
1 1 1

2 2

3 3 3

44 4 4

3

2

agriculture terraces
4th, 5th, 6th,... floors

Wine cathedral's
docks/terrace
and 3rd floor

2nd floor
ground 

floor

Red clay Local Marés sandstone Abandoned forest

Pinus Alepensis

Pinus Alepensis, Sa Mola and Calvari
Map Source: the Spanish pavilion - 19th International Architecture Exhibition, Venice

Gravel, clay, sand

Active Knils

Active quarries

The aromatic 
Giardini Pensili

Natural wood-
land of Aleppo 
pines and 
garrigue

Open-air(e) 
pavilion 

The productive 
courtyard

Existing tree 
alignment

SA MOLA

A historical trace of local
stone extraction.

Within a forest of Pinus 
halepensis, the caves' 
anthropized landscape 
emerge as silent galleries 
of the past.

Nature reclaims its rights 
in a forgotten landscape 
through the expantions of 
the pine forest.

SA MOLA'S
TERRACES

Traces of
local productive
landscape and view point 
connections

WINE CATHEDRAL

Realized with local 
labor and resources, the 
building exemplifies early 
adoption of modern con-
crete techniques

PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPE

Cultivation between dry stone 
walls

PRODUCTIVE 
LANDSCAPE

Harmony between  pro-
duction and topography

EL CALVARI

View-point bridge between 
Sa Mola-Felanitx- Sant 
Salvado-Castell de 
Santueri

CASTELL DE SANTUERI
Fortress erected to defend the 
city from maritime invasions

FERROCARRIL "EL RAMAL"
Archeology of the local industri-
al development

For centuries, wine drove the 
local economy—until phylloxera 
hit in 1890, crippling vineyards. 
Recovery began with the Ramal 
railway in 1897, followed by the 
Enological Station in 1910 and Es 
Sindicat Cooperative in 1920.

SANCTUARI OF
SANT SALVADOR

ESTACION ENOLOGICA
One of the old biggest wine 
shops in the island of Mallorca.

Witness of local wine industry 
prosperity.

QUARRIES
A human-shaped landscape, 
where extraction marks lie
fossilized in the earth.

Buildings and property bound-
aries were constructed using 
locally sourced materials.

FELANITX MARKET

Constructed between 
1931 and 1949, in a 
time of economic 
growth fueled by the 
wine production of Es 
Sindicat
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ARCHAEOLOGY OF A COMMUNITY: A SPATIAL NARRATIVE
A voyage through time, where local heritage and nature come together to tell 
the story of how a local-resource-based economy shaped the community of Es 
Sindicat.
The long-term relationship between people and nature in Felanitx began between the 14th and 16th centuries, when the local 
climate and resources provided ideal conditions for vineyard cultivation. These were years of prosperity that shaped not 
only the town’s economy but also its identity—a community deeply connected to the land, living and working in rhythm with 
nature. 
The map reflects the complexity of this relationship, illustrating the development and interconnection of local-re-

MATTER, SPACE AND STRUCTURE FOR SOCIAL ECOSYSTEM
memory as design tool, between past and future

1 - THE RAMAL RAILWAY

7 - THE REINFORCED EXISTING WOODLAND

2 - OLD  WAGON PATH

3 - SA MOLA TERRACE TRAIL

4 - MUSEOGRAPHIC ITINERARY 

5 - THE "GIARDINI PENSILI"

6 - THE PRODUCTIVE COURTYARD

plays a key role as an ecological corridor between Felanitx 
and Sa Mola. Over time, both plant and animal corridors 
have become firmly established, turning this area into a 
valuable ecosystem that must be preserved.

As the building evolved, many ancient paths and passage-
ways were either lost or significantly altered.

The cathedral's upper terrace establishes a direct link to 
the stepped agricultural landscape of Sa Mola, integrating 
architecture and terrain.

A raised road platform strengthens the connection by 
extending the courtyard toward the city center, calming 
traffic and inserting a generous public space into the urban 
fabric of Felanitx.

Google Earth  historical aerial photo, 1951. Before the  memory loss.

Drawing from the Land: how the project emerges from 
Mallorca’s existing Landscape

This particular passage used to connect Felanitx to Sa Mola 
and then Sa Mola back to Felanitx, with wide open views on 
both the city and the landscape. It was a direct connection 
to the Ramal train station too. The front square has always been part of the site, but over 

time—and with the construction of the main road—it was 
gradually buried and forgotten. The project now aims to 
unearth this vital space of connection and transform it into 
a shared, productive public garden, drawing the agricultur-
al terraces into the urban core. The geometry of the main 
façade extends across the road, physically reweaving the 
old wine cathedral into the fabric of the city center.

The forgotten traces of the former railway have now been 
brought to light to connect again the Estación Enologíca 
with Es Sindicat's wine Cathedral, followinf the old Wagon 
Path

source-based industries such as excavation, agriculture, 
and construction. Among them, Es Sindicat stands out—not 
simply as a ‘wine cathedral,’ but as the heart of a broader 
system that influenced and was influenced by the nature 
and social ecosystems. Es Sindicat is, above all, the story of 
a community—before it is a story of production or design. 
 
Since its closure, the role of Es Sindicat as a unifying force 
has faded. Felanitx’s economy has shifted, now driven 
largely by tourism, and for nearly 30 years the building has 
remained dormant—an unrealized opportunity. 
 
Meanwhile, XXI century's society faces a deeper crisis: 
the growing alienation of people from both nature and one 
another. Individualism and technology have often replaced 
communal and ecological bonds. A loss of trust is reflected 
in rising intolerance and in a worldview where nature is 
increasingly seen as a threat rather than a partner. 
What is needed now is reconnection—spaces where people 
can meet, share daily life, and relearn how to coexist 

with each other and with the natural world. Es Sindicat’s 
community story offers a powerful foundation for this. By 
preserving and transmitting its history, discovering and 
honoring its original structure, and opening itself to cul-
tural and artistic reinterpretation, it can serve as a bridge 
between past and future—connecting those who arrive with 
those who remain.
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Space for reuse. ES SINDICAT'S COMMUNITY MIND MAP

Space for Belonging and Becoming.

Space for discovery.

Concrete demolitions are reused for the realisation of 
structural elements, such as load-bearing wall (community 
bar and residence roof reinforcement) and dividing walls 
for the residences. Materials are of local (L)or in-site (Is) 
origin.

The Cathedral becomes a spatial framework for collective 
identity—a built environment where cultural expression, 
social interaction, and civic life converge. It is not merely 
a container for events, but a catalyst for community—em-
bodying memory, nurturing creativity, and fostering partic-
ipation, while inviting people to reconnect with nature. 
At the same time, its spatial organization is intentionally 
open and adaptable, encouraging free and intuitive engage-
ment with the space, and cultivating a sense of openness 
and belonging, creating the platform for relearning cohex-
istance with the other. 

A way of cohexistance through spatial and historical dis-
covery 

Ground floor
Demolition
Concrete : 61,52 m3
Metal : 888,5 m2

Construction
Concrete: 40,6 m3 (Is)
Wood: 67,35 m3 (L)
Marès stone: 386,8 m3 (L)

Total demolition

Concrete : 226,54 m3
Metal : 1431 m2

1st floor
Demolition
concrete : 124,58 m3

Construction/reconstruction
Wood: 17,25 m3 (L)

2nd floor
Demolition
Concrete : 36 m3

Roof
Demolition
Concrete: 4,44 m3
Metal: 1 431 m2

Construction/reconstruction
Red clay roof : 1 687,5 m2 (L)

Total construction

Concrete: 40,6 m3 (Is)
Wood: 84,6 m3 (L)
Red clay roof tile: 1 687,5 m2 (L)
Marès stone: 386,8 m3 (L)

Es Sindicat—a historic ex-
ample of community-built 
architecture that embodied 
the integration of social and 
natural ecosystems. Today, as 
a cultural center, Es Sindicat 
fosters belonging, memory, 
and sustainability—inviting 
people to rediscover commu-
nity, nature, and themselves. 
It stands as a living testament 
to a more conscious way of 
building and being—where 
architecture supports emo-
tional, environmental, and 
cultural reconnection.

The path continues along the 
main southern façade of the 

cathedral, above the cisterns. 
From here, temporary exhi-

bitions can be viewed through 
the three-light windows, 
which open onto the sur-

rounding landscape.

The exit to the courtyard re-
minds the first bottle exit. The 

path then winds through the 
productive garden, connecting 

to the Ramal path and even-
tually reaching the Estación 

Enológica.

212sqm residences
20 sqm shared kitchen
38 sqm external corridor

RESIDENCES FOR ARTISTS
The building is organized into 
seven apartments, distributed 
over two levels to allow for 
natural ventilation and lighting.

EDUCATIONAL GARDEN
an urban productive garden 
made to discover traditional 
planting methods and plants.
Open-air ateliers are organ-
ised to permit to people and 
children to get in touch with 
the productive landscape 
between the ruins.
The vegetables are used by 
the community bar restaurant 
to prepare meals with local 
resources, harvested from the 
community labor.
Following the seasons, pro-
duction will change.

210sqm

Exemple of cultivation (changes 
according to the season)

Red pepper
Eggplant
"Ramellet" tomato
Zucchini
Onion
Cabbage
Spinach
Fava beans
Local potatoes
...

1950 sqm (west side of the road)
4400 sqm (total)
50 planted trees

THE PRODUCTIVE COURTYARD
shared, productive public garden, draw-
ing the agricultural terraces into the 
urban core. The geometry of the main 
façade extends across the road, physically 
reweaving the old wine cathedral into the 
fabric of the city center. The public garden 
with new plantations, generates passive 
humidity and solar protection for the resi-
dences and the garden itself.

Varity of selected plants:

Olea europaea
Ceratonia siliqua
Ficus carica
Prunus dulcis
Myrtus communis

ROOF INTERVENTION
The structure is rein-
forced through a series 
of arched wall that echo 
the shape of the nave's 
cisterns. 
The walls are constructed 
using recycled concrete 
sourced from demolition 
materials. 
New openings have been 
introduced to enhance 
natural ventilation and 
daylight access. 
 

COMMUNITY BAR
Here, open discussions, 
presentations, and debates 
can take place — nour-
ishing the exchange of 
ideas, helping people get 
to know each other better, 
and making everyone feel 
at home. 
The restaurant service 
invites people to share 
meals together, featuring 
local products — some of 
which are grown directly 
in the educational garden. 
 
123 sqm (total)
15 sqm kitchen

572sqm

THE OPEN AIR(E) PAVILION
The building, while preserving 
its original volume, is trans-
formed into an equipped public 
garden—a flexible space that 
accommodates both individual 
and group activities. It is also 
a place for leisure, where the 
spatial organization adapts to a 
variety of uses, such as exhibi-
tions, family picnics, or simply 
a sheltered spot to enjoy time in 
an inspiring natural setting. The 
former doorways remain open, 
ensuring maximum permea-
bility and connection with the 
surroundings. 
Three newly built arched walls 
evoke the internal structure of 
the original nuclei, constructed 
using marés, the local stone, 
and recycled concrete.

Varity of selected plants:

Quercus ilex
Populus nigra
Tamarix
Myrtus communis
Juniperus phoenicea
Citrus aurantium

227 sqm

ROOF TERRACE
Access is provided via a 
footbridge from the pavilion, 
echoing the original connection 
between the pressing hall and 
the media library.

544 sqm

SOLAR GLASS
ROOFING
The former asbestos roof has 
been replaced, allowing natural 
light to enter the building and 
support plant growth. 
Green energy produced on-site 
powers the pavilion, its elec-
trical equipment, and the artist 
residences.

CISTERNS
Capable of holding up 
to 1,950,000 liters, they 
serve as reservoirs for 
harvested water prior to 
distribution or use.

OLD WINE PRODUCTION MACHINES FOR WATER HARVESTING
The cathedral can continue to serve the community through water production—a vital resource that is becoming increasingly scarce

OLD PACKAGING AND SHIPPING WAREHOUSE
A public space for people to meet, be together and share

OLD PACKAGING AND SHIPPING WAREHOUSE
A public space for people to meet, work or just be together

THE OLD WINE PRODUCTION CIRCUIT AS MUSEOGRAPHIC PATH
The beating heart of the wine cathedral
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A. The view from Felanitx to Sa Mola the restored route of the old wagon path. 

B. Unveiling the tanks: a view of the media library.

C. The view of the cathedral's central nave: the old wooden bridges are restored, along 
with the natural lighting. 

D. The connection between the gardens, the productive courtyard, and the open-air 
pavilion is established through arcade walls, inspired by the structure of the cathedral's 
central nave. This design aims to reconnect the site's logic while hierarchizing the space, 
while also ensuring maximum flexibility.

A. B.

D.

C.

Passing above the media 
library, the space can also 
host temporary exhibitions 
by local artists, offering 
visitors a deeper connection 
to the local culture.

At the upper Sa Mola dock, 
where landscape merges 
with architecture, begins 
the journey of wine pro-
duction inside the Cathe-
dral.

The rediscovery of tradi-
tional dry stone walls from 
the historic productive 
landscape—now reborn 
as giardini pensili—gives 
them a second life. Planted 
with aromatic Mediter-
ranean species, they are 
transformed into cascad-
ing public gardens rich 
with scent and flavor.

330 sqm
lenght 70,3m

THE OLD WAGON PASSAGE
A new axis of public 
space connects Sa Mola to 
Felanitx—a corridor that also 
serves as a channel for natu-
ral ventilation.

572sqm

THE OPEN AIR(E) PAVILION
The building, while preserving 
its original volume, is trans-
formed into an equipped public 
garden—a flexible space that 
accommodates both individual 
and group activities. It is also 
a place for leisure, where the 
spatial organization adapts to a 
variety of uses, such as exhibi-
tions, family picnics, or simply 
a sheltered spot to enjoy time in 
an inspiring natural setting. The 
former doorways remain open, 
ensuring maximum permea-
bility and connection with the 
surroundings. 
Three newly built arched walls 
evoke the internal structure of 
the original nuclei, constructed 
using marés, the local stone, 
and recycled concrete.

Varity of selected plants:

Quercus ilex
Populus nigra
Tamarix
Myrtus communis
Juniperus phoenicea
Citrus aurantium

322 sqm (total)

WOODEN BRIDGES
once where used to fill the cis-
terns. They are now restored to 
permit temporary expositions.
They are not accessible to 
people.

90sqm (45 sqm vegetation)

PATIO
a secret public garden to 

permit air humidification 
and ventilation.

ROOFS
The total surface area is 
approximately 2,880 sqm. In 
Felanitx, annual rainfall ranges 
between 350 and 550 mm. This 
means the roofs can collect up 
to 1,440,000 liters of rainwater 
per year, which can be used for 
irrigation or, after a secondary 
filtration process, as potable 
water.

PRESSING ROOM
Restored old hoppers now 
channel filtered water into 
containers. 
The gentle sound of water 
recalls the flow of wine, awak-
ening the cathedral's forgotten 
memories.

OLD WAGON DOCKS
AND CRUSHERS
harvest the rain water coming 
from Sa Mola and the roofs.

78,5 x 2 sqm
140 total seats
AMPHITHEATERS
the old external metal cisterns, 
are demolished to reinforce 
the visual connection Sa Mo-
la-felanitx and thir former plan 
is transformed in to two green 
amphitheaters, escavated in 
the soil. They are oriented in 
opposite directions—one facing 
Sa Mola, the other toward the 
Felanitx city center. This layout 
allows for flexibility: the spaces 
can host two separate events 
simultaneously or be combined 
into a single, larger amphithe-
ater for collective gatherings.

386 sqm (media library)
214 sqm reading room

READING ROOM AND MEDIA LIBRARY
A mysterious and inspiring world unfolds within the ancient cisterns once used for red wine decantation. 
The intervention connects these underground spaces both vertically and horizontally, transforming them 
into a unique environment dedicated to literature and reading. 
The original dividing floor structure will be partially preserved, serving as a subtle reminder of the former 
separation and offering integrated storage for books—eliminating the need for additional furniture. 
Natural light filters gently through the original roof openings, once used to pour wine.

OLD WINE PRODUCTION MACHINES FOR WATER HARVESTING
The cathedral can continue to serve the community through water production—a vital resource that is becoming increasingly scarce

OLD PACKAGING AND SHIPPING WAREHOUSE
A public space for people to meet, work or just be together

THE OLD WINE PRODUCTION CIRCUIT AS MUSEOGRAPHIC PATH
The beating heart of the wine cathedral
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North-west facade of the residence and section of the 
Open-air Pavilion. The dotted lines indicate the construc-

tion lines used in the composition, following the rhythm of 
the main facade.
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m

2,
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Arched structural walls.

Dividing floor
locally resourced wood and recycled concrete

Skylight for ventilation
Skylight for ventilation

Passerelle

Transparent solar glass

Original structure

Arched reinforcing walls
locally resource marés stone and recycled concrete

Stairs to roof terrace


