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‘emerges from a fundamental principle: water as a
socio-climatic catalyst. In Font del Gos and Cal Notari
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CE RUNOFF

marking the start of a hydrological promenade into the park.
Around the new square, essential programs take root:

| AM THIRSTY '

CAPTATION

OCEAN ACIDIFICATION, BIODIVERSITY COLLAPSE. The climate is — and withiit, conflicts a

ince 1960. This political move threatened
inance. In Europe, Bulgaria recently
ial to irrigating the Evros plai

The strategy begins by tracing the hydrological is produced. Trees grow. The climate is softened. And care

memory of the site—both natural and anthropic. A series of  becomes embedded in the landscape.
low-tech infrastructures are deployed: planted wadis, rain Hydrological literacy becomes part of daily life—
gardens, and retention pockets manage the scarce water learning to read the terrain, follow the water, and nurture the

i ing the driest months. T i cycle. Cal Notari remains, strengthened rather than erased.
runoff, enable infiltration, and restore the soil's capacity Its informal structure becomes a fertile ground for slow,
to hold moisture. Over time, they idify the maquia ity-led densification—honori I knowledge,
landscape and support ecological succession toward denser, ensuring access to dignity and improved living conditions,

So much that in 2025, India unilaterally suspended the Indus Waters Treaty, in force
Pakistan's water supply, demonstrating how water can become a weapon of geopolitical dos
blocked the flow of water to Greece, breaking a decades-old cross-border That same
yearin Kosovo, an explosion destroyed part of the Ibar-Lepenac canal, cutting off drinking water for thousands and sparking a new
crisis between local authorities and i onal institutions. Meanwhile, agri ensions continue to rise in Spain, where water
transfers between regions — particularly from Aragon to Catalonia — are rekindling old conflicts, now intensified by persistent drought.
These examples are not isolated incidents; they are the harbingers of a harsh future, where access to water becomes a power struggle,
a source of instability, a tool of ion. That is why, through this letter, ition is clear: to speak out, to denounce, to name the
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September. This summer stretch is marked by high

the afragmented landscape intoaliving @ a shared meeting room, a pharmacy-grocery,
THE CLIMATE COMMONS — WHERE SOIL, PEOPLE, AND PLANTS REGAIN TIME AND SPACE TO THRIVE. - territory of care and i it Laging  and jical library. These are not simply amenities—
y $ fons, and jolence of neglect, they are spatial rights: the right to remain, to coolness, to
J ‘ :‘ : U s E it proposes a response rooted in jcal justice— d knowledge, and to actively shape one's
: reviving the memory of water to shape a future of inclusion, environment. The tree nursery, run by and for the community,
NOTICIAS g i fertilty, and resilience. initiates a ive cycle: trees are planted by residents,
OPEN LETTER FOR HYDRICAL JUSTICE 2 At the edge of the Collserola Natural Park, these soils are i d the
The regior's climate is Mediterranean, 100 % OF RESERVOI LEVEL e 3 @ neighborhoods are paradoxically cut off from both nature slopes and streets.
HE LATEST 1PCE REPORT — PUBLISHED IN 2024 — 1S UNEQUIVOGAL: THE CURRENT TRAJECTORY 1S LEADING US TOWARD characterized by highly iregular rainfall and a marked - and the city. Topography, infrastructure, and administrative The system is both circular and inclusive. Rainwater
= = : i iods. i borders reinforce their solation. Cal Notari,an informal and  is captured, stored in the und d ir, and
AN AVERAGE GLOBAL TEMPERATURE INCREASE OF +2.8 °C BY THE END OF THE CENTURY. THIS FIGURE FAR EXCEEDS THE altomaticnbchsenwetand by petiods ylges talt [Eencencyzoze 4 Sl ke L S EL A L N o on
CCOMMITMENTS MADE UNDER THE PARIS AGREEMENT, WHICH AIMED TO LIMIT GLOBAL WARMING TO BELOW 2 °C, WITH AN iitipplitrasiis plivai i ey r £ (DT U o tococl eastabes
MEACDS TARCETOETBEC b 5 influence water resource management. Two periods are — 2 perimeter—subject to strict environmental regulations, yet  gardens, and sustain a closed-loop watering system for the
o favorable to rainfall: the first occurs at the beginning of g excluded from public investment. The project takes aclear  nursery. Earthworks sculpt gentler slopes, easing mobilty
This is no longer a distant scenario, but a concrete, burning reality. Critical thresholds have already been crossed. Alarming signals s 0 k stance: no displacement. It works with the land, not against t,  for elderly residents and creating shaded areas to rest—
are everywhere, i all territories: EXTREME DROUGHTS, MEGAFIRES, ACCELERATED GLACIER MELT, DEVASTATING FLOODS, e houianhd 3 redrawing borders through rather th lusion. icrocli tailored to protect the most vulnerable. Soil
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Water becomes scarce just as demand peaks —
especially for agriculture, ecosystems, and urban uses.

o o e . % Reservoirs deplete faster than they refl exacerbating morsresiieneorkoek sysiams: regardiess of status or origin. i
situations of water stress. ) central intervention transforms a former asphalt “I.am thirsty” is not just a diagnosis—itis a method. & %
) ) This annual cycle demands a precise strategy P parking lot into an Earth Fabrika and a community-run tree Rooted in the principles of the Hydrical Justice Charter, the ="
FEXSEVSITHIS CENTURY OF ALLOWING THE CLIMATE TO SPIRAL OUT OF CONTROL, = the year, between January and March, with sometimes  for capturing, storing, and reusing water. Capturing “2.0 = nursery. Managed by the residents’ association, the nursery project asserts the right to shared resources, to stay in place,
WITH NEITHER URGENCY NOR CONSCIENCE. JfYSSIS3O0UR SOCIETIES OF TURNING abundant precipitation that helps gradually recharge  water where and when it falls — in early and late parts Qﬂi grows cork oaks to revegetate the hillside and urban fabric—  and to regenerate with the land. It values what already exists: /
PLANETARY WARMING INTO A MECHANISM OF INJUSTICE, A DRIVER OF DIVISION. WHERE o groundwater. The second arrives at the end of the year,  of the year — to slowly redistribute it throughout the dry  extending the right to shade to all, regardless of density or the people, the knowledge, the terrain. And it offers a model
WE SHOULD BE HEALING, THEY DIG DEEPER. WHERE WE SHOULD PROTECT, THEY SELECT. between October and November, signaling the return of  season becomes an ecological and territorial necessity. background, Beneath the terrain, a i that  repli »55 similar peri-urban territories—
THE MOST VULNERABLE ARE LEFT TO BURN, WHILE THE WEALTHIEST BUILD THEMSELVES (e} rains after the dry months. Soil regeneration, depaving, and the reactivation of i o ’ collects rainwater and runoff, creating a new thermal mass. transforming dry, marginal edges into fertile, inclusive, and
SHELTERS, SAFE HAVENS FOR A PRIVILEGED FEW, TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE COMMON Between these two rainy periods lies a long natural water cycles thus emerge as essential levers for a % Above it, a public square, cooled by evaporation, becomes resilient commons.
] HE ESTABLISHED ORDER OF HAVING COMMODIFIED WATER — THIS o hot and dry season, typically lasting from May to ing the region’s resilience. F % avibrant gathering space for residents, hikers, and visitors. From storm to root, from slope to square—water
MOST VITAL RESOURCE, THIS COMMON GOOD NOW TURNED PRIVILEGE. WATER IS NO X T T S g . Anew bus stop anchors the square, connecting the leads the way.
LONGER SHARED — IT IS COUNTED, SOLD, MONOPOLIZED. ITS ACCESS IS THE SCENE S H %, eighborhood more closely to the rest of Barcelona and
&

OF MOUNTING TENSION AND VIOLENCE. LET US BE CLEAR: WATER IS NOW A STARK
INDICATOR OF CONTEMPORARY INEQUALITY. WHERE AQUIFERS RUN DRY, IT IS
INDUSTRIAL CONGLOMERATES THAT HOLD THE LAST DROPS. WHERE RIVERS CROSS in

BORDERS, STATES LOCK THEM DOWN LIKE FRONTIERS — WEAPONIZED.

NEXEREEPOLITICS ITSELF OF TURNING WATER INTO AN INSTRUMENT OF o m} o s
BLACKMAIL — A RESOURCE THAT KILLS BY OMISSION. FOR THOSE WHO CONTROL

WATER, CONTROL LIFE. AND THOSE WHO WITHHOLD IT, KILL.

JARDIN DE LLUVIA

rain gardens

In the face of this, itis urgent to place HYDRICAL JUSTICE at the heart of our territorial decisions. Public policy must
recognize that access to water, to coolness, to living soil,is not a luxury — but a FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT. This right must be QQ
onal, tangible, and ible — here and now. This requi i to urban planning. ¢y

We must no longer think of the city as an impermeable machine, but as a porous, regenerative, resilient ecosystem. >
must stop opposing the built environment and the living world, and instead weave them together into a fertil, habitable, G

ing fabric. It is at this local, le that we have chosen to act. In the FONT DEL GOS neighborhood, at 3%
the foot of the Collserola Natural Park. A of Barcelona, di from itan flows. A~ X
suspended, dry, forgotten neighborhood. And yet — a promise: its very name, “Font del Gos”, evokes a source, an
ancient trickle of water. A hydric memory stillalive, ready to be reactivated.
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WADIS PUBLICOS DE |

Our project draws on this singular situation — between city and mountain — by reactivating the natural water g e /R R V) — g o P S 0N % / G, &8 CAL NOTARI
flows descending from Collserola: capturing, slowing, filtering, infiltrating. Water is no longer drained — it e - < i : i

is harnessed. Runoff becomes resource; slope becomes ally. The project shifts everyday practices: from

open-air drains to planted filters, from sewers to ditches. We design simple, low-tech, i
systems: rainwater tanks, buffer basins, planted canopies, permeable surfaces — a series of micro-
interventions that restore the land’s ability to absorb. EACH ELEMENT BECOMES A LEVER FOR
AUTONOMY, A TANGIBLE PIECE OF CLIMATE JUSTICE. We are not here to impose a model, but

to propose a method. A method based on attention to place, listening to uses, and reactivating

natural cycles. A robust, resilient method — one that can be appropriated by the residents of

FONT DEL GOS, and adapted to putting heart of

the project, we offer a grounded, sensitive, and replicable territorial approach.

WE RESPOND TO AN EMERGENCY: the need to repai, to

By

more autonomous — for the people of this neighborhood.
WE AIM TO RESTORE COLLECTIVE AGENCY, TO
RETURN THE POWER TO INHABIT, THROUGH
GENTLE FORMS OF APPROPRIATION, SHARED
GOVERNANCE, MUTUAL CARE. IT IS THROUGH
THESE MODEST BUT PROFOUND GESTURES THAT
FONT DEL GOS CAN FINALLY BECOME A LIVING,
RESILIENT, AND DESIRABLE TERRITORY.

PARIS AGREEMENT TARGET

TODAY
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TERRITORY VEGETATION 30°C release it at night, intensifying the urban heat island effect. These offer greater natural resistance to fire. Their discontinuous structure, T s rusmnoNor ARGt scaLE ASSIGNMENT OF B CayILDING
La Font del Gos is located on the southeastern slope of the S T R o impermeable surfaces also prevent water infiltration, exacerbating local  moist and shaded soils, and the presence of thick-trunked trees help NTROGEN FIXING PLANTS eLsErTnoNoF Tt
ol orcie Parfat i freiion Detwea e it reeteihismasei RO L Lk gt e water stress. The heat accumulated in these areas directly impacts limit fire spread. Trunk diameter is a key factor: the larger the tree,
o e city of Barcelona, the steep topography, and forest exploitation donts’ i itions. In the most vulnerable neighborhoad: the e . ! o 'SCHOOL BUILDING
and the metropolitan expansion of Barcelona. At the oot of e slope,  ave lect 0 the retreat of dense faroct formatione, gracoly roplaced residents' iving conditions. In the most vulnerable neighborhoods, e more moisture it can et int sues, increasing — w PRESENTATIONTO DELIVERED
on the fringe of the dense urban fabric, this neighborhood is part of a y dry ‘macquis. The | 2 is limited or resistance to high temperatures. Some species, like cork oak, even By o] open FORTHE O
e e e T FomerelCanslc T > ! become unbearable. The effects are especially severe for elderly have a thick, spongy bark that acts as a natural thermal shield, capable loe taronroercos NEW FONT &L 0035 SEHOOL AND PUBLIC RoMENADE e mralres ety
Sant Genis dels Agudells, and Ciutat Diagonal. All are situated directly by deep differences in soil structure. Degraded formations such people, children, and those with reduced mobilty. The lack of trees, of protecting the living cambium even after fire has passed. L
along the edge of the park, on the other side of the B-20 highway, e e e e ie S 1 S SR ey S S the mineral nature of public space, and the absence of shaded areas But beyond fire, the disappearance of forest cover also leads to oF T ConsTRUCTIONPHASE THE JOURNALELPAIS : La
marking a transition between the city and nature. o Do T e ) e ey B T ey make walking or cycling difficult — even dangerous — in summer. Soft other major natural risks, especially landslides. Bare soils, no longer T et ot i eieing perg ol ey Font del Gos Reborn: From
While some ithin the i retention capacity is generally below 6%. These soils absorb surface ‘mobility is reinforcing car eveninareas stabilized by roots, become highly vulnerable to intense runoff after a |SauaRs DELIVERED Forgotten Fringe to a Model of
green—particularly in wealthier zones—the surrounding hills remain water quickly, causing rapid saturation, runoff, and erosion. In the. located very close to the city center. o ) storm. Rill erosion carves gullies, destabilizes surface layers, and can 'AROUND NEW INCLUSIVE Climate Justice and Social
largely dry and sparsely wooded. These areas are mostly made up of o il seali ey e _Beyond comfort, what emerges is a climatic inequality: some sweep away paths, emba X structures along slop: PUBLIC SPACE Resilience
scrubland or dry grasslands, which are highly vulnerable to prolonged  preventing infiltration and leading to intense runoff and accelerated neighborhoods enjoy gardens, swimming pools, and shaded streets; These accelerated erosion dynamics, combined vith fire, contribute to o piscusson T THE \mmﬁ."; IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
droughts. e e e A, R e o others must endure long hours of exposure without water points or the growing vulnerability of the Font del Gos neighborhood. 'WADI SYSTEM IN CAL
In the more affluent neighborhoods, homes often feature of heavy rai o = 3 shelter. The disappearance of vegetative cover is not just a loss of Therefore, a true strategy of soil and vegetation regeneration R NOTARI NEIGHBOURHOOD
private swimming pools and use significant resources to cool dovn Climate change. MICRO-CLIMATE biodiversity — it increases inequality and directly impacts public health. st be consi ore lasting ecosystem resilience L PUBLIC VOTE ON THE REVISED LAW|
or water gardens, further exacerbating inequalities in access to water. In contrast, preserved oak and pine woodlands grow on Beyond the soi itis the entire vegetative structure that peripheral neighborhoods like Font del Gos. 4 | newiocar assocumon o smanTTHE — O
Conversely, in working-class areas, the combined effect of limited deeper silty-clay soils, whe i for better N ycle. The water contained in tree leaves VULNERABILITY = il ety
vegetation, poor thermal insulation of buildings, and urban heat infiltration and long-term water storage, playing a crucial buffer role in his rel f moisture into the air, Located on the immediate edge of the natural park, Font del 100 1o00c P [ T RISE OF THE LAND
reflection makes heatwaves particularly hard to endure, especially for the hydrological regulation of the territory. After heavy rainfall, these combined with the capture of heat, contributes to creating cool islands Gos is one of the neighborhoods most exposed to wildfires. At the. 3 ‘DISDUSSION FIRST PUBLIC PRESENTATION ON THE NEW. APPROVAL OF THE REVISED THE EXISTING HOUSING IN CAL NOTARI VALUE OF THE CAL
aging populations. | § X . soils temporarily store water and slowly release it gradually feeding the  that locally mitig: increases — with diffe up interface between forest and city, it concentrates multiple vulnerability H it e Ao T COLLSOLA PARK EEENATERAMEWORICADOF o
The distribution of public fountains—an essential system for free  aquifers. They can retain up to 19% of their volume in water, and their 3o 5°C under forest cover. In vegetated hade also protects | Vegetation, i drought, z :I:EN é’&{?éu’ii‘ﬁ :‘t’:‘l(’ER OF NOTARI AREA
and public access to water—also reveals a critical lack of water points richness in organic matter supports the development of microfauna soils from direct solar radiation and slows the evaporation of water limited access for emergency services, and housing often located very E  NEGOTATION OF WITH THE COUNCIL IN ORDER To | FOUND TABLE RouND TABLE
throughout the southeastern slope of Collserola Park. In the face of and substrate stability. Additionally, these soils are protected by a stored in the upper sol layers. Conversely, bare soils or areas with close to flammable areas. This direct contact between buildings and 50 . & [TAKE AWAY THE EXISTING PARKING
in alzed terrtories a getati that bsorb rainfall. The dense p P andlose scrubland forms a critical weak point in the context of climate change, waceua T — U8 NaURY FOR THE FRSTPHASEOF THE OFFICIAL LEGALISATION OF THE
less resilint, less livable, and less attractive. This s especially true for  root syster e et e rapidly. e e i e e e s e e 8 | b = ) CALNOTARINEIGHBOURHOOD
the neighborhood of La Font del Gos. storms. The true underground reservoir created by these habitats also In highway-edge neighborhoods like Font del Gos, the Open vegetation formations such as shrublands or maquis are 2 [ s Wit o Sriin soces eciiess e wnd ooy BN
grants resistance to sumn i disappearance of tree cover and the increasing pavi of land ized by a high fuel loac: dry ion of fine z =
have disrupted these balances. Roads, sidewalks, hard rooftops, and Jitter, and aromatic plants rich in flammable oils {rosemary, rockrose, ° we 5 o 5 e © s 2 e & Bumsrnamye pnocess 8
especially open-air parking lots — often located near interchanges heather..). = 8 8 e S 3 3 o S R S
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and highways — absorb a massive amount of heat during the day and
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In contrast, mature forests—especially old oak or pine stands—
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RAINWATER HARVESTING

used for all domestic water

TRANSPIRATION
passive cooling of the existing dwellings through the
new implementation of vegetation

INTEGRATION OF WADI SYSTEM "
retention of water and accurmifation of
humicty over the slow process of the
water cycle

LEVADA PATHWAY

ransportation of water

WATER POOLS
retention of the water
and fration, percioration of the aquifer

MULTISCALAR PROCESS OF
RE-SOURCING

SLOW DENSIFICATION
following the new 2030 law on climate.
justce, ll existing building are aloud to.
expend in between existing plots, above

existing structure in order o allow for
light densification

INSULATION
insulation of the facade ith cork

PHYTOREGENERATION
the fbrary of the hycraulogic memory

aplace of learing on the
socielfclmaical injustices

INTERGENERATIONAL MEETING SPOTS
/. inclusive meeting spots, in betwieen
‘playgrounds and resting areas for the
elderly residents

CONDENSATION BUSTOP

PUBLIC SPACES ALONG PATH
resting, bike racks, sheltering n the
‘cooler cimate.

RAIN GARDENS

socially, forming an infrastructure of inclusion.

The Earth Fabrika marks a key step in this transformation.

Located on the site of a former parking lot, it repurposes the earth
c o oses the eart

PERMEABILITATION
OF THE GROUNDS

alows for vegetation to grow n the

heart o the neighbourhood {

= \

SCHOOL FOR CLIMAT CARE

to
arth, vegetation and learming s done

LIBRARY OF THE HYDRIC MEMORY

place of learning on the.
socialisimatical njustices

A\
\
|

CAFE
a place ofinclusion and meeting pontin
botween vsitorsof the hyraulogical promenade
and theresidents of the neighbourhoods

VAPOR HARVESTING
harvesting of the water vapor through
‘condenstation onto a mesh.

TREE NURSERY
cork osk tree

[
TOOL BOX HOUSE
2 place of storage for the residents and
the care takers

Hydrological Promenade, inspired by the levada, follows the water's
path through the site—from the subterranean reservoir under the civic
square, through gardens and retention zones, and up the thalweg to

This project is not a fixed object, but a

reservoir into

9
evolving framework for natural, social, and spatial on. At
the outer edge of Barcelona, where Font del Gos and Cal Notari meet
the Collserola Natural Park, we work within a fragile, fragmented

itory shaped by ecological jon, i
and soci ity. Rather than ing a definitive solution, the

5

Tobl like comp left a full year.
rough it ity mai the soil
becomes fertile ground that feeds the entire project. Extraction is
converted into regeneration. Waste becomes wealth. The Earth Fabrika
thus anch i is tangible, visible, and

method: to repair les—of water, soil
‘and community—and to re-source the territory across time and scale.
The goal is not to impose transformation, but to enable a long-term,
interdependent process of care and resilience.
Water lies at the heart of this method. It is treated not only
as a natural element, but as a structural principle, a civic right, and
gins with the

shared.

Atthe edge of the neighborhood, connected to this cycle, lies
the tree nursery: both an anchor and a threshold. Set within the ring
of i R 4

a Collserola. Along the way, visitors walk
beside, over, and through iencing it proc
and pedagogy. The promenade becomes a destination, not for

ion, but for learning, breathing, and ing to a place that

regenerates itself.

In tur, this new landscape attracts not only visitors but
future residents. The improved public realm, restored ecology, and
accessible amenities increase the long-term livability of Cal Notari—
not through speculation, but through care. Its renewed value allows.

g bus depots, sports fields, hi

for slow, i ions to live in

new kind of i of nature.
Managed by iations, the nursery oaks and

a design tool ion of the water

\p: pacity to absorb, retain,
and percolate water is carefully restored. Through rehydration, the soil
becomes a living infrastructure: a sponge, a carbon sink, and a base for
ecological succession.

low-tech i

p planted ac slopes, and shared
gardens. These trees cool public spaces, stabilize soils, support
biodiversity, and i it the nei ina

i i f those already
there. Spatial rights—access to shade, coolness, and rootedness—are
affirmed through upgraded housing, shared spaces, and services
such as a school, library, and pharmacy-grocery. Gentrification is
not rejected by freezing the site, but by redistributing value through

regenerative future. Beyond ecology, the nursery also hold:
and social value. It becomes a site of learning, employment, and
b i S asite of lea oo

i this
process: planted wadis, rain gardens, terraces, and retention pockets
collect rainwater at various altitudes and guide it through the site in a
cascading logic. Water, once lost to runoff, now infiltrates gravel beds
e ce s o

through a care

What was once peripheral becomes central—not by expansion,
but by regeneration. Together, water, soil, and people compose a

association that o
composting, planting, and stewardship. Children plant the trees that will
one day shade their homes. Elders pass on cultivation techniques and

the aquifer and the Inf y ity. Community
ground. As the soil regains moisture and life, the landscape transitions is no longer i it i into the
from degraded maqia to d oak better adapted  material practice of don. T y ignif
to the pressures of drought, fire, and erosion. Earthworks gently work and positions the neighborhood as an active agent in Barcelona's
reshape the terrain, softening slopes for improved ibility and ition. It links Iz i livelit rati

The landscape functions not

creating shaded microclimates. A bench becomes a weir; a walkway
be I jcally but

9
resilience that is both ecological and economic.
This process reshapes not only the land but its perception. The.

oy ilient, inclusive, and quietly radical.

COOLING SQUARE

ZATION PROCESS

EARTH FERTI

T
P L ¢
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SCHOOL FOR CLIMAT CARE

KINDERGARDEN
Leaming climate care from the very frst
steps. A hands on kindergarden where.
arth, vegetation and learning is done

PRIMARY SCHOOL
learning of social and ecological value
of the water cycles

WATER RESERVOIR

retention of the water runoff and grey.

water. Used for the differont vegetable
gardens as well as the tree nursery.

GREENHOUSE
greenhouses used to foster cimate
change resistant vegetation

TREE NURSERY

indiginous tree species nursery

TREE NURSERY

PLACEMENT OF

THEFS ARTH
after 12 more months the rest of the fertile earthis placed i the tree

the pyramide s fertle nursery



