
OPEN LETTER FOR HYDRICAL JUSTICE

THE LATEST IPCC REPORT — PUBLISHED IN 2024 — IS UNEQUIVOCAL: THE CURRENT TRAJECTORY IS LEADING US TOWARD 
AN AVERAGE GLOBAL TEMPERATURE INCREASE OF +2.8 °C BY THE END OF THE CENTURY. THIS FIGURE FAR EXCEEDS THE 
COMMITMENTS MADE UNDER THE PARIS AGREEMENT, WHICH AIMED TO LIMIT GLOBAL WARMING TO BELOW 2 °C, WITH AN 
AMBITIOUS TARGET OF 1.5 °C.

This is no longer a distant scenario, but a concrete, burning reality. Critical thresholds have already been crossed. Alarming signals 
are everywhere, in all territories: EXTREME DROUGHTS, MEGAFIRES, ACCELERATED GLACIER MELT, DEVASTATING FLOODS, 
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION, BIODIVERSITY COLLAPSE. The climate is destabilizing — and with it, geopolitical conflicts are intensifying.  
So much that in 2025, India unilaterally suspended the Indus Waters Treaty, in force since 1960. This political move threatened 
Pakistan’s water supply, demonstrating how water can become a weapon of geopolitical dominance. In Europe, Bulgaria recently 
blocked the flow of water to Greece, breaking a decades-old cross-border agreement essential to irrigating the Evros plain. That same 
year in Kosovo, an explosion destroyed part of the Ibar-Lepenac canal, cutting off drinking water for thousands and sparking a new 
crisis between local authorities and international institutions. Meanwhile, agricultural tensions continue to rise in Spain, where water 
transfers between regions — particularly from Aragon to Catalonia — are rekindling old conflicts, now intensified by persistent drought. 
These examples are not isolated incidents; they are the harbingers of a harsh future, where access to water becomes a power struggle, 
a source of instability, a tool of oppression. That is why, through this letter, our ambition is clear: to speak out, to denounce, to name the 
reality as we live it, as it imposes itself on us, and to act.

J’ACCUSE THIS CENTURY OF ALLOWING THE CLIMATE TO SPIRAL OUT OF CONTROL, 
WITH NEITHER URGENCY NOR CONSCIENCE. J’ACCUSE OUR SOCIETIES OF TURNING 
PLANETARY WARMING INTO A MECHANISM OF INJUSTICE, A DRIVER OF DIVISION. WHERE 
WE SHOULD BE HEALING, THEY DIG DEEPER. WHERE WE SHOULD PROTECT, THEY SELECT. 
THE MOST VULNERABLE ARE LEFT TO BURN, WHILE THE WEALTHIEST BUILD THEMSELVES 
SHELTERS, SAFE HAVENS FOR A PRIVILEGED FEW, TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE COMMON 
GOOD. J’ACCUSE THE ESTABLISHED ORDER OF HAVING COMMODIFIED WATER — THIS 
MOST VITAL RESOURCE, THIS COMMON GOOD NOW TURNED PRIVILEGE. WATER IS NO 
LONGER SHARED — IT IS COUNTED, SOLD, MONOPOLIZED. ITS ACCESS IS THE SCENE 
OF MOUNTING TENSION AND VIOLENCE. LET US BE CLEAR: WATER IS NOW A STARK 
INDICATOR OF CONTEMPORARY INEQUALITY. WHERE AQUIFERS RUN DRY, IT IS 
INDUSTRIAL CONGLOMERATES THAT HOLD THE LAST DROPS. WHERE RIVERS CROSS 
BORDERS, STATES LOCK THEM DOWN LIKE FRONTIERS — WEAPONIZED.  
J’ACCUSE POLITICS ITSELF OF TURNING WATER INTO AN INSTRUMENT OF 
BLACKMAIL — A RESOURCE THAT KILLS BY OMISSION. FOR THOSE WHO CONTROL 
WATER, CONTROL LIFE. AND THOSE WHO WITHHOLD IT, KILL.

In the face of this, it is urgent to place HYDRICAL JUSTICE at the heart of our territorial decisions. Public policy must 
recognize that access to water, to coolness, to living soil, is not a luxury — but a FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT. This right must be 
made operational, tangible, and perceptible — here and now. This requires reversing our approaches to urban planning. 
We must no longer think of the city as an impermeable machine, but as a porous, regenerative, resilient ecosystem. We 
must stop opposing the built environment and the living world, and instead weave them together into a fertile, habitable, 
healing fabric. It is at this local, concrete scale that we have chosen to act. In the FONT DEL GOS neighborhood, at 
the foot of the Collserola Natural Park. A fragmented edge of Barcelona, disconnected from metropolitan flows. A 
suspended, dry, forgotten neighborhood. And yet — a promise: its very name, “Font del Gos”, evokes a source, an 
ancient trickle of water. A hydric memory still alive, ready to be reactivated.

Our project draws on this singular situation — between city and mountain — by reactivating the natural water 
flows descending from Collserola: capturing, slowing, filtering, infiltrating. Water is no longer drained — it 
is harnessed. Runoff becomes resource; slope becomes ally. The project shifts everyday practices: from 
open-air drains to planted filters, from sewers to green ditches. We design simple, low-tech, reproducible 
systems: rainwater tanks, buffer basins, planted canopies, permeable surfaces — a series of micro-
interventions that restore the land’s ability to absorb. EACH ELEMENT BECOMES A LEVER FOR 
AUTONOMY, A TANGIBLE PIECE OF CLIMATE JUSTICE. We are not here to impose a model, but 
to propose a method. A method based on attention to place, listening to uses, and reactivating 
natural cycles. A robust, resilient method — one that can be appropriated by the residents of 
FONT DEL GOS, and adapted to other vulnerable contexts. By putting water at the heart of 
the project, we offer a grounded, sensitive, and replicable territorial approach. 
WE RESPOND TO AN EMERGENCY: the need to repair, to 
protect, to confront the collapse of the living. But above 
all, we sow a future — one that is more fertile, more just, 
more autonomous — for the people of this neighborhood.

WE AIM TO RESTORE COLLECTIVE AGENCY, TO 
RETURN THE POWER TO INHABIT, THROUGH 
GENTLE FORMS OF APPROPRIATION, SHARED 
GOVERNANCE, MUTUAL CARE. IT IS THROUGH 
THESE MODEST BUT PROFOUND GESTURES THAT 
FONT DEL GOS CAN FINALLY BECOME A LIVING, 
RESILIENT, AND DESIRABLE TERRITORY.

 J’ACCUSE...!

VEGETATION
The south-eastern exposure, the thermal reverberation effect 

of the city of Barcelona, the steep topography, and forest exploitation 
have led to the retreat of dense forest formations, gradually replaced 
by dry grasslands or maquis. The landscape contrasts observed 
between open environments and forested areas are partly explained 
by deep differences in soil structure. Degraded formations such 
as dry grasslands and maquis tend to grow on sandy or sandy-clay 
soils that are shallow, eroded, and poor in organic matter. Their water 
retention capacity is generally below 6%. These soils absorb surface 
water quickly, causing rapid saturation, runoff, and erosion. In the 
most degraded areas, a surface crust (soil sealing) can form, further 
preventing infiltration and leading to intense runoff and accelerated 
erosion. These terrains are therefore extremely vulnerable to episodes 
of heavy rainfall, which are expected to become more frequent due to 
climate change.

In contrast, preserved oak and pine woodlands grow on 
deeper silty-clay soils, whose microporous structure allows for better 
infiltration and long-term water storage, playing a crucial buffer role in 
the hydrological regulation of the territory. After heavy rainfall, these 
soils temporarily store water and slowly release it, gradually feeding the 
aquifers. They can retain up to 19% of their volume in water, and their 
richness in organic matter supports the development of microfauna 
and substrate stability. Additionally, these soils are protected by a 
dense vegetative cover that helps absorb extreme rainfall. The dense 
root systems also prevent gullying and soil destabilization during 
storms. The true underground reservoir created by these habitats also 
grants them strong resistance to summer hydric stress.
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MICRO-CLIMATE
Beyond the soil, it is the entire vegetative structure that 

influences the local water cycle. The water contained in tree leaves 
uses ambient heat to evaporate. This release of moisture into the air, 
combined with the capture of heat, contributes to creating cool islands 
that locally mitigate temperature increases — with differences of up to 
3 to 5°C under forest cover. In vegetated areas, shade also protects 
soils from direct solar radiation and slows the evaporation of water 
stored in the upper soil layers. Conversely, bare soils or areas with 
sparse vegetation heat up more quickly and lose residual moisture 
rapidly.

In highway-edge neighborhoods like Font del Gos, the 
disappearance of tree cover and the increasing paving over of land 
have disrupted these balances. Roads, sidewalks, hard rooftops, and 
especially open-air parking lots — often located near interchanges 
and highways — absorb a massive amount of heat during the day and 

offer greater natural resistance to fire. Their discontinuous structure, 
moist and shaded soils, and the presence of thick-trunked trees help 
limit fire spread. Trunk diameter is a key factor: the larger the tree, 
the more moisture it can retain in its internal tissues, increasing its 
resistance to high temperatures. Some species, like cork oak, even 
have a thick, spongy bark that acts as a natural thermal shield, capable 
of protecting the living cambium even after fire has passed.

But beyond fire, the disappearance of forest cover also leads to 
other major natural risks, especially landslides. Bare soils, no longer 
stabilized by roots, become highly vulnerable to intense runoff after a 
storm. Rill erosion carves gullies, destabilizes surface layers, and can 
sweep away paths, embankments, or built structures along slopes. 
These accelerated erosion dynamics, combined with fire, contribute to 
the growing vulnerability of the Font del Gos neighborhood.

Therefore, a true strategy of soil and vegetation regeneration 
must be considered to restore lasting ecosystem resilience in 
peripheral neighborhoods like Font del Gos.

TERRITORY 
La Font del Gos is located on the southeastern slope of the 

Collserola Park, at the junction between the natural reliefs of the massif 
and the metropolitan expansion of Barcelona. At the foot of the slope, 
on the fringe of the dense urban fabric, this neighborhood is part of a 
system composed of several similar entities: Les Roquetes, Canyelles, 
Sant Genís dels Agudells, and Ciutat Diagonal. All are situated directly 
along the edge of the park, on the other side of the B-20 highway, 
marking a transition between the city and nature.

While some areas within these neighborhoods are sporadically 
green—particularly in wealthier zones—the surrounding hills remain 
largely dry and sparsely wooded. These areas are mostly made up of 
scrubland or dry grasslands, which are highly vulnerable to prolonged 
droughts.

In the more affluent neighborhoods, homes often feature 
private swimming pools and use significant resources to cool down 
or water gardens, further exacerbating inequalities in access to water. 
Conversely, in working-class areas, the combined effect of limited 
vegetation, poor thermal insulation of buildings, and urban heat 
reflection makes heatwaves particularly hard to endure, especially for 
aging populations.

The distribution of public fountains—an essential system for free 
and public access to water—also reveals a critical lack of water points 
throughout the southeastern slope of Collserola Park. In the face of 
increasing drought, these already marginalized territories are becoming 
less resilient, less livable, and less attractive. This is especially true for 
the neighborhood of La Font del Gos.

NOTICIAS
The region’s climate is Mediterranean, 

characterized by highly irregular rainfall and a marked 
alternation between wet and dry periods. Three main 
climatic phases structure the annual rhythm and deeply 
influence water resource management. Two periods are 
favorable to rainfall: the first occurs at the beginning of 

the year, between January and March, with sometimes 
abundant precipitation that helps gradually recharge 
groundwater. The second arrives at the end of the year, 
between October and November, signaling the return of 
rains after the dry months.

Between these two rainy periods lies a long 
hot and dry season, typically lasting from May to 

September. This summer stretch is marked by high 
temperatures and a significant drop in precipitation. 
Water becomes scarce just as demand peaks — 
especially for agriculture, ecosystems, and urban uses. 
Reservoirs deplete faster than they refill, exacerbating 
situations of water stress.

This annual cycle demands a precise strategy 
for capturing, storing, and reusing water. Capturing 
water where and when it falls — in early and late parts 
of the year — to slowly redistribute it throughout the dry 
season becomes an ecological and territorial necessity. 
Soil regeneration, depaving, and the reactivation of 
natural water cycles thus emerge as essential levers for 
strengthening the region’s resilience.

release it at night, intensifying the urban heat island effect. These 
impermeable surfaces also prevent water infiltration, exacerbating local 
water stress. The heat accumulated in these areas directly impacts 
residents’ living conditions. In the most vulnerable neighborhoods, 
where access to air conditioning is limited or nonexistent, temperatures 
become unbearable. The effects are especially severe for elderly 
people, children, and those with reduced mobility. The lack of trees, 
the mineral nature of public space, and the absence of shaded areas 
make walking or cycling difficult — even dangerous — in summer. Soft 
mobility is thus discouraged, reinforcing car dependency, even in areas 
located very close to the city center.

Beyond comfort, what emerges is a climatic inequality: some 
neighborhoods enjoy gardens, swimming pools, and shaded streets; 
others must endure long hours of exposure without water points or 
shelter. The disappearance of vegetative cover is not just a loss of 
biodiversity — it increases inequality and directly impacts public health.

VULNERABILITY
Located on the immediate edge of the natural park, Font del 

Gos is one of the neighborhoods most exposed to wildfires. At the 
interface between forest and city, it concentrates multiple vulnerability 
factors: steep slopes, degraded vegetation, intense summer drought, 
limited access for emergency services, and housing often located very 
close to flammable areas. This direct contact between buildings and 
scrubland forms a critical weak point in the context of climate change, 
where heatwaves are becoming more intense and frequent.

Open vegetation formations such as shrublands or maquis are 
characterized by a high fuel load: dry bushes, accumulation of fine 
litter, and aromatic plants rich in flammable oils (rosemary, rockrose, 
heather...).

In contrast, mature forests—especially old oak or pine stands—
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I AM THIRSTY
THE CLIMATE COMMONS — WHERE SOIL, PEOPLE, AND PLANTS REGAIN TIME AND SPACE TO THRIVE.

 I AM THIRSTY
marking the start of a hydrological promenade into the park.

Around the new square, essential programs take root: 
a small school, a shared meeting room, a pharmacy-grocery, 
and a hydrological library. These are not simply amenities—
they are spatial rights: the right to remain, to coolness, to 
access care and knowledge, and to actively shape one’s 
environment. The tree nursery, run by and for the community, 
initiates a regenerative cycle: trees are planted by residents, 
soils are replenished, and new commons emerge across the 
slopes and streets.

The system is both circular and inclusive. Rainwater 
is captured, stored in the underground reservoir, and 
redistributed to cool public spaces, irrigate vegetable 
gardens, and sustain a closed-loop watering system for the 
nursery. Earthworks sculpt gentler slopes, easing mobility 
for elderly residents and creating shaded areas to rest—
microclimates tailored to protect the most vulnerable. Soil 
is produced. Trees grow. The climate is softened. And care 
becomes embedded in the landscape.

Hydrological literacy becomes part of daily life—
learning to read the terrain, follow the water, and nurture the 
cycle. Cal Notari remains, strengthened rather than erased. 
Its informal structure becomes a fertile ground for slow, 
community-led densification—honoring local knowledge, 
ensuring access to dignity and improved living conditions, 
regardless of status or origin.

“I am thirsty” is not just a diagnosis—it is a method. 
Rooted in the principles of the Hydrical Justice Charter, the 
project asserts the right to shared resources, to stay in place, 
and to regenerate with the land. It values what already exists: 
the people, the knowledge, the terrain. And it offers a model 
that can be replicated across similar peri-urban territories—
transforming dry, marginal edges into fertile, inclusive, and 
resilient commons.

From storm to root, from slope to square—water 
leads the way.

emerges from a fundamental principle: water as a 
socio-climatic catalyst. In Font del Gos and Cal Notari, 
the project reweaves a fragmented landscape into a living 
territory of care and regeneration. Faced with drought, aging 
populations, and the slow violence of infrastructural neglect, 
it proposes a response rooted in hydrological justice—
reviving the memory of water to shape a future of inclusion, 
fertility, and resilience.

At the edge of the Collserola Natural Park, these 
neighborhoods are paradoxically cut off from both nature 
and the city. Topography, infrastructure, and administrative 
borders reinforce their isolation. Cal Notari, an informal and 
precarious settlement, lies within the PEPNat protected 
perimeter—subject to strict environmental regulations, yet 
excluded from public investment. The project takes a clear 
stance: no displacement. It works with the land, not against it, 
redrawing borders through care rather than exclusion.

The strategy begins by tracing the hydrological 
memory of the site—both natural and anthropic. A series of 
low-tech infrastructures are deployed: planted wadis, rain 
gardens, and retention pockets manage the scarce water 
available during the driest months. These devices slow 
runoff, enable infiltration, and restore the soil’s capacity 
to hold moisture. Over time, they rehumidify the maquia 
landscape and support ecological succession toward denser, 
more resilient cork oak systems.

A central intervention transforms a former asphalt 
parking lot into an Earth Fabrika and a community-run tree 
nursery. Managed by the residents’ association, the nursery 
grows cork oaks to revegetate the hillside and urban fabric—
extending the right to shade to all, regardless of density or 
background. Beneath the terrain, a subterranean reservoir 
collects rainwater and runoff, creating a new thermal mass. 
Above it, a public square, cooled by evaporation, becomes 
a vibrant gathering space for residents, hikers, and visitors. 
A new bus stop anchors the square, connecting the 
neighborhood more closely to the rest of Barcelona and 
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socially, forming an infrastructure of inclusion.
The Earth Fabrika marks a key step in this transformation. 

Located on the site of a former parking lot, it repurposes the earth 
excavated during reservoir construction. This material is shaped into 
Toblerone-like compost mounds and left to mature over a full year. 
Through slow decomposition and community maintenance, the soil 
becomes fertile ground that feeds the entire project. Extraction is 
converted into regeneration. Waste becomes wealth. The Earth Fabrika 
thus anchors a material cycle of care—one that is tangible, visible, and 
shared.

At the edge of the neighborhood, connected to this cycle, lies 
the tree nursery: both an anchor and a threshold. Set within the ring 
of large-scale infrastructure—bus depots, sports fields, highways—it 
introduces a new kind of infrastructure: an infrastructure of nature. 
Managed by local associations, the nursery produces cork oaks and 
native species to be replanted across streets, slopes, and shared 
gardens. These trees cool public spaces, stabilize soils, support 
biodiversity, and symbolically and literally root the neighborhood in a 
regenerative future. Beyond ecology, the nursery also holds economic 
and social value. It becomes a site of learning, employment, and 
intergenerational cooperation. Residents are organized through a care 
association that coordinates the nursery’s maintenance alongside 
composting, planting, and stewardship. Children plant the trees that will 
one day shade their homes. Elders pass on cultivation techniques and 
environmental knowledge. Informality becomes capacity. Community 
participation is no longer a consultation—it is embedded into the 
material practice of transformation. The nursery supports dignified 
work and positions the neighborhood as an active agent in Barcelona’s 
green transition. It links land stewardship to local livelihoods, generating 
resilience that is both ecological and economic.

This process reshapes not only the land but its perception. The 

Hydrological Promenade, inspired by the levada, follows the water’s 
path through the site—from the subterranean reservoir under the civic 
square, through gardens and retention zones, and up the thalweg to 
a new mirador overlooking Collserola. Along the way, visitors walk 
beside, over, and through water—experiencing it as presence, process, 
and pedagogy. The promenade becomes a destination, not for 
consumption, but for learning, breathing, and connecting to a place that 
regenerates itself.

In turn, this new landscape attracts not only visitors but 
future residents. The improved public realm, restored ecology, and 
accessible amenities increase the long-term livability of Cal Notari—
not through speculation, but through care. Its renewed value allows 
for slow, inclusive densification, inviting new generations to live in 
the neighborhood while ensuring the permanence of those already 
there. Spatial rights—access to shade, coolness, and rootedness—are 
affirmed through upgraded housing, shared spaces, and services 
such as a school, library, and pharmacy-grocery. Gentrification is 
not rejected by freezing the site, but by redistributing value through 
commons and participation.

What was once peripheral becomes central—not by expansion, 
but by regeneration. Together, water, soil, and people compose a 
durable ecology of care—resilient, inclusive, and quietly radical.

MULTISCALAR PROCESS OF 
RE-SOURCING
This project is not a fixed object, but a living process—an 

evolving framework for natural, social, and spatial regeneration. At 
the outer edge of Barcelona, where Font del Gos and Cal Notari meet 
the Collserola Natural Park, we work within a fragile, fragmented 
territory shaped by ecological exhaustion, infrastructural neglect, 
and social precarity. Rather than proposing a definitive solution, the 
project introduces a method: to repair broken cycles—of water, soil, 
and community—and to re-source the territory across time and scale. 
The goal is not to impose transformation, but to enable a long-term, 
interdependent process of care and resilience. 

Water lies at the heart of this method. It is treated not only 
as a natural element, but as a structural principle, a civic right, and 
a design tool. The regeneration of the water cycle begins with the 
soil—compacted and desiccated—whose capacity to absorb, retain, 
and percolate water is carefully restored. Through rehydration, the soil 
becomes a living infrastructure: a sponge, a carbon sink, and a base for 
ecological succession.

A constellation of low-tech interventions structures this 
process: planted wadis, rain gardens, terraces, and retention pockets 
collect rainwater at various altitudes and guide it through the site in a 
cascading logic. Water, once lost to runoff, now infiltrates gravel beds 
and organic layers, replenishing the aquifer and rehumidifying the 
ground. As the soil regains moisture and life, the landscape transitions 
from degraded maquia to dense cork oak ecosystems, better adapted 
to the pressures of drought, fire, and erosion. Earthworks gently 
reshape the terrain, softening slopes for improved accessibility and 
creating shaded microclimates. A bench becomes a weir; a walkway 
becomes a swale. The landscape functions not only ecologically but 
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