Kop van Isselt
Amersfoort (NL)

‘The site of Kop van Isselt plays a key role in the
future development of Amersfoort. As the city
‘grows, urban expansion has gradually extended from
the historical centre, aiming to repair and revitalise
fragmented areas that no longer meet contemporary
needs. This evolution is closely tied to Amersfoort’s
strategic positionan “in between” point along trade
and commercial routes to Amsterdam, Utrecht,
and the castern Netherlands. Situated on the Eem
River, Kop van Isselt marks the threshold between
Amersfoort’s rural edges and historical centre. Once
the city's productive and industrial district, the area
today holds transitional potential. The In Between
project embraces this condition, positioned between
multiple systems. Instead of rewriting the context,
it builds on what exists, forging new connections
among them. Two key systems are the major
natural infrastructures: the Eem River and the green
corridor south of the site. These landscapes, once
used for farming and industrial transport, are now,
like in many European cities, redefined as leisure
infrastructures. This shift brings renewed public
interest, investment, and rising land value. Acting
as an urban hourglass, the project reconnects these
systems by engaging the space between the former
Nenafa and Van der Meiden factories. It aims to
create a socially inclusive, ccologically aware,
and spatially efficient neighbourhood, respecting
existing biological presences and uniting them
through a comprehensive landscape strategy based
on sustainable, circular principles.
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The River Eem and the Groengordel embody a paradigmatic shifi from work to leisure—once serving industry
and agriculture, they now reflect a growing awareness of leisure’s key role in supporting mental and physical
well-being. The project embraces this transformation, connecting these evolving landscapes through a unifying
spatial gesture.
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Urban Hourglass
The building, through its form, positioning, and conception, finctions as a catalyst between two key landscape
clements—the River Eem 1o the north and the Groengordel to the south. This creates a spatial constriction that
channels views, movement, and intensifis their connection
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Kop van Isselt
Amersfoort (NL)

The primary objective of the “In Between” project
i to connect the two previously mentioned systems:
Eem and the southern Park along Amsterdamseweg,
To determine the positioning of the volumes, we
translated the project’s title into a decisive design
gesture. Almost instinctively, placing the required
main housing volume between the two vexisting
factories, Nenafa and Van der Meiden, satisfies
multiple demands in a single move. This central
placement connects the two factories through a
public space, establishes a clear north-south passage
linking the parks, enables efficient and practical
construction of the new buildings, and generates
a generous shaded area that mitigates urban heat
island effects

Furthermore, this configuration enhances the urban
presence of the two factories. Simultaneously, the
new block acts as a protective edge or “container
wall” for the southem park, inviting users to pass
underneath the public roof and explore the space.
The historic factory buildings are refunctionalised
through minimal interventions: the Nenafa factory
will house the new Health Centre. The ROVA
building is being transformed into a museum
that will narrate the industrial history of Kop van
Isselt. The Van der Meiden complex is envisioned
as a versatile public venue, capable of hosting a
variety of programmes including markets, theatre
performances, conferences, events, and potential
collaborations with the Creative Incubator in the
tower. Building Positioning
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Creative incubator

Parking

‘The private functions of the project clearly reflect
the intention to position the user in between a vari-
ety of uses and spatial conditions.

‘The decision to integrate the creative hub within the
same volume as the housing is a deliberate attempt
to foster interaction between residents from diverse
social backgrounds and creative professionals or
producers.

‘The housing component has been designed to offer
maximum flexibility and diversity in its dwelling
mix, with the goal of enabling a broad range of so-
cial groups to live together.

A number of construction strategies support this
inclusive ambition: the reuse of materials already
available on site, the use of a dual structural system
(primary and secondary), lightweight fagade materi-
als, and the complete prefabrication of the building.
‘These choices are essential for keeping construction
costs low and ensuring affordability.

‘Two large communal terraces are conceived as spac-
es for social exchange, complemented by a continu-
ous ring of balconies that wraps around the building
encouraging a sense of shared space.

‘The same approach has been applied to the new
block, where a generous terrace overlooking the
southern park invites interaction and exchange
among a diverse range of users.

‘The creative incubator has been envisioned as a
highly flexible environment, adaptable to the chang-
ing needs of its users. On this level, the absence of
a secondary structure allows for large, open-plan
spaces free from internal obstructions.
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Tower_4th-8th Floor_Housing

Kop van Isselt
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Tower_4th Floor_Cluster Apartment

180 Apartments
40 Cluster/Students
60 2-Room
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View from inside the Cluster Apartment
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Structural concept
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