
- Tight-Knit & Welcoming

A revitalized Roalinna is extended through 
Frøystad, woven from old and new ele-
ments like a fillerye (a rag rug - carpet wo-
ven from scraps). The new streetscape, in 
dialogue with a green embroidery extend-
ing through Roa, spur the development of 
a village more oriented toward shared life 
and experiences.

Frøystad’s structure concentrates shared life at 
certain points, and allows for the natural, unplanned 
and more private at others. Within a concentrated 
area, there’s great variety; public and intimate, old and 
new, blue and green, fast and slow. With Frøystad’s 
transformation, this richness is made accessible to 
everyone. By assembling and layering the structure to 
favor multiple uses and interaction between groups 
and functions, a legible and appealing streetscape 
can grow; making movement through Frøystad both 
attractive and meaningful. 

Roalinna follows a desire path from the bus station to 
the train station, but also responds to the built envi-

ronment. Existing buildings are fully engaged, with 
interventions spanning from minor additions to full 
transformation of use and structure. For local identity, 
sensitive preservation and evolving affordances can be 
as significant as large urban interventions. 

The new blocks energize Roa with a sequence of 
programmable outdoor and indoor spaces; shaping a 
village center suited to exploring new ways to inhabit 
and imagine togetherness.

Existing built elements, communal spaces and 
connective green structure become three points of de-
parture for a Roa that embraces and develops its own 
distinct identity through long-term and collaborative 
growth and transformation.  

By establishing a hierarchy, green corridors, and tree 
rows that link Roa’s internal green structure to the 
surrounding landscape, we unlock potential: opening 
green corridors and creating inclusive, accessible 
routes for all users — from children and the elderly 
to athletes and people with disabilities — while also 
supporting local flora and fauna.

ROA GREEN LOOP

ROALINNA

FRØYSTADS  
GENERASJONS-
PARK

Tied to nature 
Roa is linked to  

surrounding nature 
and new greenery is 

established.

To unify Roa and unlock  
existing qualities, Roalinna 
is extended into a string of 
public spaces, with activities 
for all ages.

Ages, layers, seasons and 
paths are the threads with 
which Roa’s rich urban 
fabric is woven. 

VIGGA 
REKREASJONS-
LØYPE
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Roa’s Rag Rug



Frøystad’s center blocks emerge in di-
alogue with existing buildings, helping 
them unlock new potential.  
 
The new buildings adopt local forms and materials 
and connect to a Norwegian vernacular tradition 
informed by resource awareness and reuse; a tradition 
where functional solutions like sloping roofs and over-
lapping wood panels are central gestures. 

The simple block structures allow for varied built 
additions, with different levels of detailing, that still, 

SPORT, ACTIVITIES 
& MOVEMENTS

A PUBLIC POOL

THE LIBRARY GARDEN

COMMUNITY 
SPACE

COMMUNITY 
SPACE

VIGGA-
PLASSEN

KULTUR-
PLASSEN

ROA TORG

Collaborative 
Transformation!

Temporary Use!
Preserve and  
Activate!

Extend and Develop!

The school’s gymnasium 
building has been transformed 
into a senior center

The library, adult education 
center, the Roa stairs, and 
youth club are revitalized 
through new additions and 
functions

Roalinna and the main public 
spaces are activated through 
ground-floor activities

Layered & Simple Architecture
through simple and recurring gable motifs, interact 
pleasantly with the street, the landscape and the sur-
rounding buildings. 

Social Interfaces
The built volumes are distributed to help charge 
Roalinna and Kulturplassen with a mix of communal 
and rentable spaces, entrances, shared functions and 
openings to more private green spaces.
  
The landscape design helps gently demarcate different 
degrees of public and private space – contributing to 
an environment that invites different uses and users.

An axonometry 
showing the integration 
of transformation and 
social life.

BUILT 
STRUCTURE

•  Simple block 
morphology with 
a recurring gable 
motif allows for 
phased construction 
and future 
adaptation. 
 
•  The blocks' 
built volumes 
create interfaces 
between public 
and private, and 
outdoor and indoor 
space, supporting 
shared functions, 
rentals, and a green 
streetscape. 
 
• New buildings 
strengthen existing 
site qualities 
through visual 
and functional 
interaction with the 
surroundings. 

ROA (NO)

The extended and  
revitalized Roalinna 
brings together varied 
functions in a simple 
and welcoming 
streetscape
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A woven carpet brings clarity and 
cohesion to the area, offering spaces 
to gather, stroll, and connect. As the 
transformation of Roa progresses, new 
fill materials are gradually added to this 
carpet, crafted from leftover materials 
within a framework of local red granite.

A green embroidery links and 
structures Roa’s lush surroundings, 
and is developed in dialogue with 
Roa's inhabitants. 

From living labs and temporary 
placemaking Roa's new struture is 
gradually introduced.

Such a beautiful walk! Roa community established 
this green together!

We found each other!

I followed a lovely line of  
trees and shrubs, and  
suddenly I'm at a village square? 

ROA (NO)

Recreation & Identity
Frøystad’s development makes nature, 
public space, and everyday life more ac-
cessible, legible, and democratic in Roa. 

Hadeland’s varied topography — from open valleys to 
rugged terrain — creates a unique patchwork of farm-
land, forests, meadows, wetlands, and settlements, all 
closely intertwined. Roa’s compact form and sharp 
edges enhance its connection to this landscape. With 
small interventions and defined paths, it strengthens 
the quality and the sense of a nature that is both near 
and accessible. 

By re-threading familiar paths, the development 
weaves continuity into the shared environment—ty-
ing it to nature through a green embroidery. Different 
voices and needs are acknowledged, and Roa becomes 
a welcoming and democratic space for everyday life, 
anchored by clearly defined, high-quality plazas, path-
ways, and an upgraded sports park.

Mobility that moves people 
Roa has strong potential to shift from car-dependence 
to people-centered, sustainable mobility. By invest-
ing in safe and attractive walking and cycling routes, 
integrating public transport with active modes, and 
promoting shared mobility and micromobility, Roa 
can reduce car reliance and parking demand – espe-
cially in the center and near senior housing. 

A compact, connected village center – linking key 
destinations like schools, shops, the library, and a pro-
posed public swimming facility – can support every-
day life, foster community, and make active travel the 
natural choice. Less space for cars frees space for the 
other parts of life. 

By making it easier and more natural for people to 
meet, move, and share public space, sustainable mo-
bility also helps reduce social isolation—particularly 
among the elderly and those without access to cars. 

For car parking, joint use of the large-scale parking 
lots near the highway is proposed, along with a village 
mobility hub and, to a smaller extent – private parking 
within the blocks, that can be integrated in the terrain. 

The benefits are clear: lower infrastructure costs, 
improved health, a stronger local economy, less loneli-
ness, and lower emissions. Sustainable mobility is not 
just a climate solution, but also a smarter way to build 
a thriving, connected, and future-ready Roa.

PUBLIC SPACE 
& LANDSCAPE

• Paths and small 
interventions 
reconnect Roa to 
its surrounding 
landscape, making 
nature part of 
everyday life. 
 
• A continuous 
green structure 
links plazas, parks, 
and routes in a 
shared, democratic 
environment for all 
ages. 
 
• Reduced car 
use frees space 
for greenery 
and community, 
strengthening 
ecological and 
social ties.

Pin it here!

“Yes, that will be 
the base for the 
programming of 
public space”

“Everyone is in-
vited to pin their 
wishes for the fu-
ture development 
on the building!” 

IN ROA I WOULD LIKE TO DO:

IN ROA I WOULD 

LIKE TO DO:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD 

LIKE TO DO 

IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD 

LIKE TO DO 

IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IN ROA:

Temporarily use of  
existing building.
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The Paths Forward
A permissive structure is developed in 
phases. Each phase offers the opportunity 
to further articulate the site’s specific and 
developing potential. 

A key consideration is finding balance between 
strategic investment in public space and the financial 
viability of the project. Each phase is designed to be 
self-sufficient, allowing for a slower development pace 
and enabling multiple futures to emerge from a robust 
structure.

Roa’s development should be rooted in local knowl-
edge and values. Early involvement of residents and 
other stakeholders can establish trust, a shared 
direction and lasting support. There are cultural and 
historical layers at all scales: Frøystad, Roa and the 
Hadeland region all affect the structure. 
 
The new services planned north of Frøystad have 
great potential to invigorate Roa if planned so that 
they interact appropriately with Frøystad. For an ac-
cessible village center, such key services should make 
an effort to welcome visitors by foot and bicycle, not 
just by car. Although not indispensable, an early and 

attractive connection from Frøystad to the north can 
be a boost to future development.

In the first phase, strategic early investments signal 
commitment and build momentum. Starting with 
housing generates revenue and supports efficient 
service delivery. This phase is designed to be func-
tional and attractive as a stand-alone proposal. It also 
includes a temporary new use of an existing building. 

In the second phase, additional housing is built to 
ensure the project’s continuous financial viability, 
alongside the establishment of the main public spaces. 
The existing swimming hall can remain in use as long 
as it is functional. The Frøystad generasjonspark is 
developed with inviting activities for everyone, includ-
ing both residents and visitors of all ages. 

In the third phase, Roa has the potential to become a 
regional hub, supported by targeted investments in a 
new Regional Bathhouse. The swimming facility could 
serve as a year-round anchor, enhancing both social 
life and the local economy. This phase also includes 
new housing, and the increased land value is expect-
ed to encourage private landowners to develop their 
plots.

PHASING

• A flexible, long-
term structure 
enables step-by-
step development 
rooted in local 
knowledge, with 
each phase self-
sufficient and open 
to adjustment over 
time. 
 
• Early investment 
in public space 
and housing builds 
momentum, trust, 
and financial 
viability—balancing 
social value 
with economic 
sustainability. 
 
• Strategic phasing 
supports community 
life and gradual 
transformation, 
culminating in 
a regional hub 
anchored by key 
public functions 
like the proposed 
swimming facility. 

A great balance between 
making smart investments in 
public spaces and keeping 
the project financially viable.

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Structural Plan
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