Turku (FI)

Landscape as a city - city as an island

The stream as spine and catalyst

Water is the driving force behind both climate resilience
and public life. Our stormwater strategy transforms the
landscape into an adaptive system that slows, stores, filters,
and infiltrates water through bioswales, rain gardens, swales,
and terraced retention and detention basins.

manage runoff, protect downstream areas from flooding,

As the rocky hills break the continuity of the city’s layout ~ We take the landscape forward design of the Varsoja area
we propose to inverse this urban-landscape ionship ~ as an ity to make different of the
along the Varsoja. The basis of our design is the creation of  archipelago tangible and interweave them with one another.
a landscape framework in which formations of architecture  In doing so, we integrate the site into the existing ecological
act as archipelagic entities. Architecture acts not as object  corridors and strengthen its landscape coherence within

- promotes infiration

and shape ecologically rich environments. Water gates allow
| i ab flow regulation during wet seasons, while terracing creates
varied habitats and fosters biodiversity.
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Turku’s deep connection to nature being homogenized by city-wide planning. They are not < , Detention Basin: v 7
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Despite this deep connection to nature, Turku's urban  which acts as connective element — the final piece of a N - slows and releases water ’  prevents downstream loading v S . R v&
fabric has historically followed a rigid grid. By this urban-  puzzle. e ot M qualit /’
centric approach to city development natural systems AN auay e
were overriddent the banks of the Aura River straightened, \ o Hills as resourcing material Urban archilago / Creative courtyards
the Varsoja stream canalized. Yet, again and again, rocky ~ -
outcrops disrupt this order. These breaks in the grid, clearly \ _— \ - collets and
visible in historic city plans, also manifest spatially in Turku’s v - Y conveys stormwater
urban structure, creating distinctive places where the built ‘ 7 g~ —— \ }
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landscape. Flow contol g N
E = \ Rather i the site, the
Shift the paradigm == , \ concept concentrates on maintaining density in carefully
. Y 7 chosen areas by building new hills. Buildings are grouped i . . o
We see these ruptures not as disruptions, but as spatial and R into small neighborhoods and placed atop these hills, which Hills as noise protection Varsoja Strip
cultural assets. Places where Turku becomes specific and all Bioswale: \ 7 H serve multiple functions.
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Avariety of livir i it area,
ranging from urban to suburban lifestyles a living
arrangements to traditional housing. These include diverse
housing types such as townhouses, urban vilas, linear

blocks, and co-living spaces, which cater to a wide range of
preferences and needs. Hills as flood protection Urban Villas
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- but as mediator - between urban and ecological systems. the Turku archipelago. To this end, we identify the following Fiter + pump cistern
With nature as the “masterplan” and new urban forms isti Hills, the Each archipelago have building types that form a cohesive
(that we define through the concept of the neighbourhood  Forests, the Wetlands, the Meadows, the built environment yet diy i :The Urban if reative M
archipelago) serving as experiential anchors of the st ter inciples Courtyards, the Varsoja block Archipelago, the Urban Villa =N
archipelago, a key landscape center emerges along the ~The competition site is a patchwork of the different form water management princip! the
ja corridor. Thi istic of the Turku archipelago. By
the city’s h, i dialogue between  reopening the buried canal, we aim to enhance these ) Aerial perspective Hills as playground Townhouses Perspective from the Varsoja Strip

Turku and its natural setting. diverse landscapes. The stream serves as the backbone of
the project, reconnecting the various biotopes.

A green core for the neighboorhood

Enhancing biodiversity Varsoja as a { between
L in  vahaheikkila after its
annexation to Turku in 1939, with the growth of public ~ Ecotones are the intersection of two different types of

facilties, industries, and housing. Today, Vahaheikkilé is a
heterogeneous district, mixing older housing, businesses,
services, and vacant plots, illustrating a gradual evolution
lacking strategy, which raises the questi

habitats. Edge effect is a theory in ecology that finds that
the biodiversity and ecological function is enhanced at
habitat edges. These edges - Ecotones - act as sites from

of its future within Turku’s urban growth.

Rather than viewing fragmentation as a problem, we
propose to embrace it as a new urban reality and a potential
asset. This collection of distinct “islands” — neighborhoods,
districts, or iconic buildings — each has its own identity and
function. Every island is designed or preserved to reinforce
its unic ive identity, rather than being

where biodiversity can access different types of habitats
and resources. In our design, we use the same principle and
attempt to create multiple edges in the site. The four habitats
mentioned above - forest, wetland, rocky landscape, and
‘meadow - are connected through these edges, which serve
as representative transitions between the different biotopes.
They feature denser vegetation, adapted to the habitats
they link.
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