CLERMONT FERRAND

‘The big apen grounds of Fontaine du Bac aren't voids to be filed, but habitats to be buit
Beneath the surface, the holds memory and
potential to regain its natural functions. Above, it s full of people and life - this is where the landscape potential
lies: Connecting ground and community.

a they can only surroundings.” (Allan R. Ruff)
‘This quote frames our approach to develop a landscape in Fontaine du Bac. We see our roles not as designing
scenery, but as crealing conditions for social and ecologicalfife (0 grow logethesr- an evolution rooled in Fontaine
du Bacs own resources. A place for people 1o extend a feeling of home, and for nature to re-enter the city.

From control to care

Currentl, the landscape is maintained to offer a pleasant and clean image- but this often leaves lite left to truly
care for. What's [ to smell a flower, ssons, or feel the
wind in the trees outside your window. The need goes beyond modern maintenance regimes- i's about creating
chances to care, feel, and relate. We propose a shift: from  logic of control to one of care and hosting.

Assembiias holds a unique posilion to lead this transition for Clermont-Ferrand. With more than 250 sites, it
stewards a powerful land resource that can become the backbone of new urban biodiversity and Fontaine du Bac.
2 model for regenerative practice- for modemist housing estates across the city, France, and Europe.

Asocial biotope

Our goal is to culivate a social biotope: a landscape

its community. This means giving a spa
ki Itinvites

dialogue and
. discussion, and that
ips in the process and project.

‘Spatially, we propose o work along the human—nalure gradient - rom spaces for people o spaces for nature-
embracing diversity and coexistence. We aim to build an ecosystem that exists through links between living
beings and between environments:

Anew urban green space that connects, hosts, and regenerates, both human and non-human life- where
there's space for all.
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Project intention

The Limagne plain was only developed
and inhabited from the 1940s-1970s.

lacampagne, farmland and small
houses, rural site outside of the city
centre, connected to the cyclical
thythms of the seasons. maintenance
of the terrain is the essential part of
the daily activities of the farmers

OPENING THE CONVERSATION

A starting point for identifying what matters, what this generous open space can become- by listening to the landscape, the residents,
and the processes already in motion. This requires continuing and expanding the conversations we began in Clermond Ferrand.
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Territorial context

— infrastructure

One among many of a common typology: potential landscape for ecological regeneration

The booming industrial context is
reflected in the public effort to build
social housing and generous green
spaces for recreation. In 1972, the
Fontaine du Bac housing complex was.
developed using prefabricated and
industrial techniques, with materials
often sourced far from the site—
reflecting centralized production.

Inthefollowingyears, theareadensified

controlled green surface—punctuated
by trees, car-friendly, and maintained
by outsourced services.

The renovations inthe 2000s nitiated a
long-term effort to enhance residents'
well-being, resilience, and autonomy.
Building shells were insulated to
improve interior comfort, while the
landscape continued to grow and
be maintained. At the same time,
new associations—often_supported
by public authorities—fostered a
grassroots movement for social and
environmental revitalization. People
of all ages engaged through annual
festivals,  community  vegetable
gardens,  afterschool  programs,
sports, small maintenance projects,
decoration, and spaces for self-
expression.
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PLAY A NEW ROLE IN THE WATERSYSTEM ENGAGE WITH NATURE THROUGH

LIVING SYSTEMS

Existing trees and green areas are protected, enhanced and
collectively repurposed. The different landscapes created by
the different soil conditions, influenced by the park' figures,
are transformed into biotopes. A tree nursery supports
the regeneration of the site and the surrounding suburban
neighbourhoods, encouraging biodiversity and the formation
of ecological corridors. Particular attention is given to the
selection of plant species, with priority to indigenous and
reinforcing | hanks to th . vegetation
helps to moderate temperatures, support local wilditfe and
improve the qualty of urban lif.

The sloping terrain and existing roofs are used to improve the.
water retention capability of the site. Water becomes visible:
a series of diverse humid landscapes and ponds will support
and stimulate the growth of varied and resiient ecosystems
for both humans and non-humans. At the same time, this
strategy helps relieve the neighbourhood's sewage system
from overload and prevents inundations further down the
valley. Additionally the integration of solar panels contributes
to creating an p

the site’s environmental resilience and autonomy.

Process scheme

Together with the grounds of the nearby university, the
site of FDB is a pocket of publicly owned, managed
and publicly accessible land in a suburban spraw of
privatisation and consumption (of space, of resources).

it is fundamental that the publicness of this site is.
protected and enhanced:

~ by creating better physical connections between FDB
with the larger neighbourhood

- by providing a variety of spaces of exchange that
foster a different way of living based on STEWARDSHIP.

Assemblia is the sole owner of the ground and it has a
lot of manouvering power.

butin order for any transformation to be successful and
sustainable in the long term because supported and
cherishd by the inhabitants and stakeholders, a series of
new actors and of new processes need to be engaged,
50 that all involved feel empowered, represented and
their expertise can be heard, contributing o a better
project

OWNERSHIP OF LAND-COMMON LOGIC

Introducing a gradient of public spaces - from the scale of
the building block to that of the neighbourhood. Freed from
car parking, some square metres are reclaimed to create
safer, more connected and more generous public spaces. In
a context that has never been densified, the project does

project is shaped in

INFRASTRUCTURE POTENTIAL

Building upon the virtuous initiatives of recent years, the
transformation of the site continues as a collective and
evolving process. Through round tables and mock-ups, the

dialogue with users and stakeholders.

Circulation is reconfigured to ensure safer, more inclusive

not rely on volume but redefines density by activating and
diversifying shared spaces. New spatial typologies emerge,
encouraging a richer, more inclusive urban I

routes that connect the site to ts transforming
Jattent

Grass ® par ® WoodrForest Industry
Allotments Farmland Retal
Cementeries — Water

Position in the Neighbourhood- become part of a larger shared green network

General perceptons:
- [ er——

ning the public realm.

is given to the
site's entrances, turning these thresholds into welcoming and

active zones. The reduction in the number of parking spaces
directly increases the surface area available for public use,
enabling the creation of new open spaces that are accessible,
generous, and well-connected,

Space for all towards La Fontaine du Bac Landscape

Invisible and visible shape dailly ife in Fontaine du Bac today.
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CLERMONT FERRAND A PARK.SYSTEM

‘A plan that enables taking the time to build a shared vision together. We
Ibegin by proposing six parks that form a network of natural spaces with
fvarying levels of human and-nature presence, aiming to foster community
‘and co-create a new landscape for FDB.
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Scenarios for activated groundfloor
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Flaubert Gantiére
Mixed development

extra services for the garden + shared WC
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EXTENSION
extension towards public space

social and productive meeti

extra services for the garden + common meeting

room + production
i ! I

s B

MAXI
many rooms of different size opening to the exte-
tior activating ground-floor

rented out as workspace (small -beginner- bu-
sinesses/creative industries)

selection based on affinity with circular economy
/ crafts / food)

Inner Park Farm Park

. Climate Park

Space for all towards La Fontaine du Bac Landscape

Urban Park Slow Park Sports Park
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B Sport community center

CLERMONT FERRAND

TAGS
@ Medium / high cost requirements

@ Protect

Low / medium cost requirements Enhance

(S s scale (independant/sponteneous)
(W) M scale (supported)
(© L scale (organised/regional)

Transform

PALLET OF POSSIBILITIES

How do we share, care for, and collectively steward this space?
We propose a flexible set of interventions: some can start immediately, while others require time, testing, or funding.
Some actions serve as temporary pilots, and others are long-term commitments.

SOCIAL BIOTOPES

At the heart of the project lies the careful gradation and interconnection between human activities and the development of nature. Spaces are designed not in opposition, but

in mutual social life and

grow together. This layered approach allows different rhythms of use and growth to coexist: from calm corners of

ecological refuge to lively gathering spots. The site becomes a social biotope, where humans and non-humans inhabit and care for shared ground. Stewardship is collective,
flexible, and evolving—rooted in attention of ecological social values and durability.

HUMAN

GRADATION OF HUMAN/NATURE INTERACTION

NATURE

The inner park is a quiet, community- STAGING THE PANORAMA
focused space that offers peaceful
encounters and everyday closeness. @)
It protects existing vegetation while @
reworking pathways and adding new
pockets of tiered planting, creating
rich but open landscapes. Designed \'&ﬂ“‘

for the neighbourhood, it encourages W44 o
e W
St B

the sharing of plant maintenance and
RO i
. \

provides soft, quiet play areas. The \
park balances intimacy and openness, bl
i H iy, S48
fostering a sense of belonging to R
nature and a serene social life.

Meandering circulation is maintained and made
semi-permeable where possible. Desire paths are
preserved, unused paths removed to create green
islands, while main routes and panoramic points
become social landmarks.

The urban park focuses on redefining
the site’s entrances and reorganising
parking to improve accessibility and
the relationship with the surrounding
buildings. By reinforcing the existing
vegetation ~ and reintroducing
natural systems into this very active
environment, it promotes a stronger
link between urban life and nature.
The renaturation of parking areas and
the improvement of green spaces
contribute to a healthier, more
resilient landscape that supports
both ecological functions ~ and
‘community activities. A large serie of
prefigurations activate and transform
the urban park over the seasons,
dynamics each time.

«Each building cluster gets direct street access,
address, and parking. No duplicate circulation. Frees
space for social/natural uses and fosters a block-
scale, community-focused neighbourhood.»

The Climate Park transforms the site
into a vibrant urban space where (@)
biodiversity and everyday life coexist. .
A variety of natural environments— @ ! N
wet, dry, shaded—are introduced . ~
to create rich biotopes that support '

both human and non-human life. . N\
Native vegetation and large-scale /

renaturation help address climate
challenges by enhancing ecological R
resilience and managing rainwater. A

new central square connects to recent |
renovations and extends into the |
green part of the former table tennis o
area. As a model for climate-proof

unique
plant

Preserve and enrich each entrance’s character:
complete its furniture, add bike racks, and plant a
distinctive sp biod 3

place. play) or production (cooking, making, waste collection,...)

HOUSING HUMANS AND
NON-HUMANS

Benches, hammocks, and animal-friendly lighting
offer comfort for people during the day and night.
Bat towers, bird nests, and dry hedges host animals,
who in tum help naturally managing pests.

canopy

trashbin

amp eat/make/play table

furniture

Swales form part of the rainwater retention system;
excavated soil shapes low mounds that enich
the landscape, creating engaging spaces without
obstructing views.

Along the new pedestrian connections, a group of fixed

WET LANDSCAPING CHANGING MOWING

REGIME

The mowing regime is re-thought: late mowing
supports plant growth, insect habitats, and
water retention. Diverse grasslands connect
with gardens, fruit trees, and drainage swales.

133 Sav
A flexible depaving stratégy follows shifting mobility
fosters intergenerational exchange and reciprocal  habits, adapting gradually with residents’ involvement

ty and 2 sense

ENTRANCE & INDENTITY
5

building: be meet,  replacing asphalt with (semi-) permeable surfaces, while
always keeping a few essential spots.

w A FOUNTAIN FOR FONTAINE-

Y @DU-BAC

public space, the park also becomes oo green steps as outdoor facilty == — kol
a place to gather, host events like the for the cultural centre) ] Solar panels are installed on the roofs, the electricity e e
Bac in Town festival, and celebrate A central civic square+garden is big enough to hosts  Differences in topography are articulated as social d ter from 11,000m? roofs is retained, infiltrated,

nature at the heart of the city. Reused
city materials give new life to ground
surfaces.

big festivities and daily lfe: a mix of a tree-covered
square, meadow, and semi-permeable  rainwater
veadi-pond.

The farm park is envisioned as a
productive landscape at the heart
of the neighbourhood, a place of
culture, learning and gathering. It
draws on existing associations and
activities to promote local agriculture
outside  conventional ~ agronomic
models. A nursery provides plants
for the area, promoting biodiversity
and community. The park includes
community gardens, a food forest,
crop processing areas and rainwater
collection systems. It also serves as
a space for education and training,
where plant waste is reused, cut
trees become habitats thanks to dry
hedges, and ecological cycles are
made visible and meaningful to all.

\%

A large reused greenhouse, centrally located,
symbolizes neighbourhood  transformation  and
serves a5 a hub for production, maintenance, and the
social and community life of residents.

The Slow Parkis a space where nature
has the time and space to develop.
It is based on areas of existing
biodiversity or on selected siteswhere
inaccessibility allows ecosystems to
develop freely. Guided by the natural
system,  spontaneous  vegetation
is encouraged through complete
layers of plants, supporting a rich and
diverse ecology. Plant labels help to
communicate these processes and
raise public awareness. Maintenance
follows an environmental approach
- targeted, low-cost interventions
that protect and enhance existing
biodiversity. The Slow Park enhances
what already exists, making the
neighbourhood’s  living ~ diversity
visible and accessible to all, and
enabling it to develop.

Educational boards, labels, and tools, along with
activities for all ages, help people explore and
understand the living environment, ecology, and
local biodiversity.

The Sport Park aims to create a more
inclusive and safe space by adding
more accessible and informal sports
opportunities. It seeks to reactivate
the bar and sports clubhouse while
maintaining the surrounding sports
facilities. Robust and  adaptive
renaturation  will  prioritize  low
vegetation layers, meadows, and
flowering fields, providing ample
room for activities. Localized
canopy planting will offer shade
and strengthen the green network,
forming ecological corridors. The park
will become a welcoming connection
space, an entrance to the site, and a
meeting pointforthe neighbourhood,
creating opportunities for seating and

spaces and circulation s improved, faciltating

movement across the site. is form:

future energy price speculation

NURSERY FOR THE SITE AND MORE

A forest that is also a (fuit) tree nursery replaces meadow;
mother plants nurture seediings grown for planting or sale.
Regular planting and harvesting are organised s a collective
event involving the community.

wilderness is locally protected allowed to evolve
as a “third landscape,” boosting biodiversity and

development and their interaction with the site's
ecosystem

RENOVATE, DENSIFY

/
~ new bar

®

use of renewable energies. An energy neighbourhood
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and evaporated via ponds, streams, and wetlands—
creating new biotopes and a sustainable water-
climate relationship.

ed, sharing resources, shielding residents from

COLLECTIVE VEGETABLE GARDENS ONE MAN'S TRASH IS ANOTHER
MAN'S TREASURE

Using «jardin vivriers principles, diverse fruit and
vegetable plants grow alongside species beneficial
to insects, animals and biodiversity. Gardens can
adapt in size, water collected from roofs is reus
for watering, small rooms with tools simplify
maintenance.

Locally produced organic waste is collected and

points and resident education campaigns promote
recycling and community involvement.

TIME FOR NATURE
[JAN
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Letting nature take time to develop allows
ecosystems to mature, build resiience, and support
biodversity, creating stable habitats essential for
long-term environmental health and balanced urban
ecosystems.

Soil regeneration follows permaculture principles: no
tilling, using organic mulch like hay to retain moisture
and enrich s, crop rotation, and obsenving the
environment for resilient, sustainable growth

GATHERING AROUND SPORT

existingtenis  new bouldering wall  sitting space

EVERYONE WELCOME

community gathering around sports.

Reaching the project site by public transport, bike
foot is made safer and easier: adding pedestrian
crossings, highlighting entrances, locally adding
lighting for safety.

Space for all towards La Fontaine du Bac Landscape

existing / new sport felds

Sitting, watching and resting fumniture is placed
that temporary containers can make space for more aroun
play- and social equipments catering to different after sport become a chance to meet, also for people

that do not practice sports:

N
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social spaces and canopy of trees.
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A public toiet reusing rain-water and drinking
fountains are added to offer comfort to sporters and
to a broader spectrum of users (including mothers
and elderly).

d the sport fields. the moments before and



