Riez (FR)

The existing residential buildings in the
town center have a narrow and dense
layout, are vertically structured and allow
daylight to enter the rooms from only one
side. In this proposal, this structure is not
devalued but rather transformed. The
houses are functionally combined to form
a vibrant organism. In this way, the old
town becomes a solidary residential
structure that enables a diverse and
communal way of living.

improvised support

The physical condition of buildings

The old town and its social fabric seem
to be unravelling, constantly exposed to
the threat of collapse. Leaning against
each other and holding each other
buildings were
additionally equipped with  informal
support  structures. Riez requires
nothing more than stabilisation,
connection and solidarity — a “contrefort

upright, many

communal” on a built and social scale.

contrefort communal

The idea of contrefort is not limited to
the I i ial clusters but

supporting each other b the
conceptual foundation of the project.
Rather than tabula rasa planning, we
propose to strengthen it — with visible
architectural interventions that act as
social and physical supports. These
elements are not hidden; they remain
legible and represent solidarity and
shared  responsibility by  offering
communal infrastructure  with  new
characteristic identities.

extends into the urban structure. The
two new structures strategically flank
the village core, forming a built
contrefort — a reinforcement that
expands the idea of community beyond
individual housing. This architectural
gesture anchors the village while
introducing new communal centers that
foster interaction and participation on a

broader scale.

contemplative garden

communal housing + care center!

JUIVERIE

café mazan

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT: FROM A DENSE COMMUNITY TO A SPRAWLING VILLLGE

ancient roman times

First Roman settlement in the flood plains of the
two converging rivers. Along those two valley
roads important trade activity moved south. Only a

from ancient times to the middle ages

connected.

few structures of this time are still conceivable.

After repeated heavy flooding the town moved to
higher grounds, right where the two main roads

around the 14th century

In the middle ages a compact buzzling town with a
wall developed.

TWO LIVING PRINCIPLES: THE ISOLATED ONE-FAMILY HOME VS. THE DENSE TOWNHOUSE

historical center

Single family homes with a garden
seemed to be the preferred choice for
most, after it became affordable to
own a car and distances lost
relevance. Individualism, consumerism
and privacy turned into integral values,
pushed by lobbies in the west.
Sustainability became an afterthought.
Care dependency isolated certain
members of society not able to drive.
The very young and old were most
impacted as working people had to
endure longer commutes.

The picture was romanticized and
negative effects were overlooked. The
community moved apart. Newly
divided, by fences and hedges.
Spaces for connection no longer had
room in the rapidly growing
neighborhoods.

Today these properties are
unaffordable for most. Continuing
growth like this will have devastating
effects for the environment. A need for
change is arising.

All the while the historic part of the city
got abandoned and slowly fell apart as
time went on. Dense structures built in
a time when distance was indeed
relevant, as most had to undertake
their daily journeys by foot. Closeness
was an advantage and community was
an integral part of daily life. A virtue
lost in the 20th century, gaining
importance again today. "Affordable
social housing deeply inbedded in a
community of solidarity" is modern
language, but fittingly applies to the
way of life our ancestors took for
granted for centuries.

The buildings are far from perfect
though, but we believe with a few
gentle strategies they can meet
modern standards of living and get
attractive again.

The city of Riez can only be
preserved with a deeply rooted
population that is strengthened by
community.

With this force the crumbling but
beautiful buildings will be preserved
for generation to come.

CONTREFORT COMMUNAL 1
INTERVENTIONS FOR COMMUNITY AND CARE

museum mazan

MAZAN

communal housing

/

19th century

The space inside the town walls was not enough
and new buildings developed outside right at the

town gates, but still in close proximity.

public lots

icommunity center

FERRIER

icommunal housing

o

20th century

In the 20th century, when suburban structures
started to sprawl, the old town center started to
lose importance. A lot of buildings staying empty
while new houses are still being built on the
periphery.

green connection

shared city center

Section 1:500

communal infrastructure

A
Riverside Archeological Park: cooling retreat with water access,
shaded seating and improved landscape features.
Section 1:500
B
Hill of Saint Maxime Chapel: gathering space with infrastructure for
communal celebrations, mountain hikes and informal outdoor events.
Section 1:500
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Silo: space for cultural production and youth activities with skate park and event zone. c
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PLACE JUIVERIE

day care in communal building
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COMMUNAL HOUSE AND
CARE CENTER

The intervention on Place Juiverie introduces a
communal centre for care work with community
kitchen surrounded by small cultivation plots. At
its heart is a large communal table — a modern-
day local table — that becomes a focal point for
shared meals, food exchange, and informal
dialogue.

by a [ I and
occasional barter markets, this space strengthens
local food culture and promotes sustainable self-
reliance. Thus it offers the needed infrastructure
for the neighboring communal housing in the
existing building and supports a harmonious
coexistence for all generations.

The existing natural growth of the spatial gaps is
only enhanced with additional planting of trees
and shrubs. Space for accessability and
connection is gently constructed with small
elements that follow the natural topography.form,

and ity i into a
vibrant social fabric.

CONTREFORT COMMUNAL 2

detail section 1:200 / neighborhood garden "Jardin Juiverie" with cultivation plots

STRATEGIES FOR ACTIVATING AND ENHANCING EXISTING BUILDINGS

e

revealing ing existing

openings buildings for larger
for light and air shared spaces

ISSUES OF EXISTING HOUSING TYPOLOGIES

for more spatial
efficiency

gaps as public
green spaces

existing expanding existing spaces

with communal infrastructure
- indoor and outdoor

INTERVENTIONS FOR COMMUNITY AND CARE
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creating an environment
in which a community

can thrive
the entrance the windows
isalong, are only on one side

narrow corridor

of the building

type 1: type 2:

maison modest maison modest
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FOUR HOUSING SCENARIOS

We envision a focus on communal living

depriving the back of daylight.

deconstruction for the air space always follows the main walls, to minimalize the
danger to structural integrity. With an air space in the deeper parts of a building,
the front (orientated to the street) can be separated for private rooms, without

type 3: type 4:
‘maison bourgiose grande maison
étroite bourgiose

the floors the staircase
often consist of  takes up almost 1/3 of
only one room the entire floorplan
W
poor air inefficient
circulation space distribution

no access to
open spaces

lack of
natural lightning

OF POSSIBLE CHANGE

in restored buildings. The The communal spaces can be oriented around the airspace, on the ground floor

even a small garden space could be developed. The space where once a
staircase stood opens up for a more active use case. The dark space around the
existing staircase can be used for secondary spaces, like lavatories and storage.
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An architect couple wants

competition.

section 1:200 / Place Juiverie

section ﬁerspéc ive 1:150 /‘cofnml’mity kitchen and

live for a few months in a quite
rural town to finish an important

to Canille and Elise want for their children
to experience a similiar lifestyle they had
when growing up: in & community where

neighbors are friends living rooms.

Two couples want fo
together. They prefer the smaller
private rooms, for bigger shared support

live A family

different
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shares a home with an

elderly couple. They're able to

each other with their
needs

iez (FR)

PLACE FERRIER

COMMUNITY CENTER
AND PARK "JARDIN FERRIER"

Situated at the eastern edge of the existing building
line on Place Ferrier, the community center marks a
spatial and programmatic culmination. Following the
natural topography, it appears as an abstract
continuation of the built fabric — a sculpted shell that
echoes the village’s architectural language. This
hollowed-out structure houses a large, flexible
assembly hall and provides space for meetings,
performances, lectures, and celebrations.

first floor plan 1:200 / studios as temporary residency

The interior extends into the green public space
through transparent thresholds, transforming
into a seasonal amphitheater and inviting
seamless indoor-outdoor interaction. Adjacent
facilites such as a communal laundry and
workshop further support daily community life
by forming a key hub for shared activities and
informal encounters.
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00/ Place Ferrier

section 1:

CONTREFORT COMMUNAL

public park "Jardin Ferrier"

RESOURCING FROM EXISTING
STRUCTURES

The construction method of all new elements are
faithful to regional tradition. Stone walls re-
enforced with lime cement. We are incorporating
mineral deposits from various local sources of
rubble. A signi amount of

asphalt is produced in areas where green spaces
are being expanded.

Additionally, interventions in existing buildings
require the removal of non-load-bearing
structures, which can also be reused. Site
inspections have already revealed such materials
available on abandonded plots. This is the
accumulated material history of Riez and will be
reintroduced into the new structural elements.

INTERVENTIONS FOR COMMUNITY AND CARE

O

__ reuse, stone

1<

—~5

|
|
IE /
1S /
= /
= /
— /" ressource
I e
=

‘ 8
g

; 3
H

Q

ressource

access to community center from Grand Rue
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material formwork voila

Through these measures, residential
clusters with private refuge and shared
infrastructure are being created.
Neighborhoods are not formed by
chance, but through spatial
arrangement and social logic. Older
people receive support through
neighborhoods, shared duties and low-
barrier structures. Young families find
affordable housing and childcare close
to their home. Tourists encounter an
authentic and unique living
environment that calls for discovery.

The design is intended for permanent
living, not for tourist utilisation.
However, a lively neighborhood also
benefits from occasional renewal, from
external views, from new impulses.
This is why individual buildings in the
cluster structure are deliberately
opened up for short-term but integrated
usage such as artist residencies, social
initiatives, temporary educational or
care projects.

INNER YARD
ENTRANCE

s’ection'perspecﬁve 1:150 6orhrriunity cén(er “Gréﬁde Salle de Rfez"




