Amersfoort - Kop van Isselt (NL)

Parkplein aan de Eem

Kop van Isselt will transform into a vibrant, mixed-use district
that reimagines Amersfoort's industrial legacy, positioned within a
20-minute walk of the train station and historic city centre.
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1. Define a square edge 2. Create connections

3. Place a public building at 4. Continuity through
the heart vegetation

EXAMPLE PLANTING

Low layer 0-90cm
below eye height

Edible garden

Located towards the heart of the Parkplein, it is lined with low
herbs and a few fruit and nut trees, as well as perennials, with
picking zones and QR codes that link to recipes and picking
seasons.
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Amersfoort gets an extension of its city centre
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Parkplein Eempark reimagines the city square
as a lived-in, green landscape —an “inhabited
square” shaped by soil, trees, and shared
rituals, not consumption.

The project refuses to build on top of the three
monuments and reactivates them instead,
keeping them functional as they are, as the
heart of the plan.

New buildings are low-rise and not
underground, based on a strict 4-meter grid
that aims to facilitate biobased construction.
The result is a flexible, multifunctional public
realm that acts as an extension of the home—
where people can cook, play, co-work, or

do nothing at all. The Parkplein wants to be
the living room of Kop van Isselt, extending
Amersfoort’s city centre with a new, proud
piece of its industrial history.

The main public space is activated
throughout the day as it is shared by
offices, housing entrances, cafés and
workspaces.

The Van der Meiden fabriek is
transformed to offer covered public
space, encouraging lively usage
even when the days aren’t so nice.
The landscaping continues under it,
highlighting its role as public space.

We build low-rise buildings to reduce building complexity and costs, and encourage bio-based
techniques. We neither build high, nor underground.

Fruit trees in medium layer
90cm - 200cm
at eye height

[ Orchard

The edges of the Parkplein are defined by higher fruit and nut
trees like apples, apricots and figs. The lower layer is composed
of aromatics and pollinators.

Tree crowns as high layer
m

5m - 20r

m Edible swamp

The edges of the Parkplein are defined by higher fruit and nut
trees, as well as perennials. The lower layer is composed of aro-
matics and pollinators.
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A square designed for inhabitation first

1. Natural swimming pool with
filtering bufer

2. Retention terraces / filtering
swale

3. Waterfront picnic spots

4. Outdoor gym with a view

5. Edible swamp

6. Picnic lawn

7. Gastronomy

8. Walking / biking bridge

9. Extrovert seating for socialising
and meeting

10. Introvert seating

11. Public chess-board

12. Bike parking + neighbours
access to parkplein

13. Open space for occasional
market or outdoor event

14. Small ateliers

15. Sculpture route along main path /.

16. Sunny terrace

17. Wadi / Bioswale

18. Fountain, for cooling

19. Adventure playground

20. Football pitch

21. Edible green

22. Group furniture for encounters

23, Neighbourhood shared outside
spaces

24, Semi-private garden for ground
floor housing

25. Parking under garden on first
floor roof terrace

26. GP + dentist

27. Housing entrances + coworking
on st floor

28, Big ateliers

29. Housing

30. Centre for fysiotherapy,
midwifery and gym

31. Pharmacy
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Welcome from Soesterkwartier Intimate garden Extrovert park Connection to Jericho en Jeruzalem
PRINCIPAL MATERIALS (SHARED) CAR PARKING FEASIBILITY
Facades E CEBs + CLT Full CLT Concrete + CLT
A Compressed earth blocks % j:ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂ'

with anti-erosion tiles
B Stained timber %
G Reclaimed wood cladding oy @
D Reclaimed brick + renovated \. ‘ 180

factory walls 2030 2060

70%
Ground
@ Embodied Carbon in kgCO2 / m? built (BVO)

E  Granite pavers with @ Biobased share (% mass)

demolition artifacts Underground parking conflicts with sustainability and budget
F Granite pavers goals. While location A fits within our scheme, relocating parking The 4m structural grid anticipates different material scenarios
G Permeable pavers to the ground floor of the northeast blocks B allows more cars without compromising architectural qualities. We look at
H Stabilised gravel without harming street activity and supports a future with fewer combinations of compressed earth blocks (CEB’s), cross-

cars. laminated timber (CLT) and concrete.

More public <

> More private

/4 ~ g Small

Ground floor

1st floor

Typical floor plan
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The natural swimming pool is connected
to the Eem through a vegetative filtering
buffer, keeping it in slight movement and

always clean.

The design adopts low-rise, biobased
construction using timber and
compressed earth blocks, optimized
through a 4-metre structural grid for
modularity and cost-efficiency.

Left
Roof terrace is accessible for both
incubator users and inhabitants alike.

Right
Typical apartment with no hierarchy in
room sizes.
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Living in Kop van Isselt
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Medium - small family Large - big family

TYPOLOGIES
A modulating 4m grid allows for flexible
unit configurations without imposing
' a hierarchy of room sizes. It enables
various forms of co-habitation within the
exact same structure: traditional families @
near the city centre as well as more
contemporary arrangements, like
co-parenting setups, young

' ionals sharing, i

living, or students. It allows to for better

engagement with diverse target groups.

PROGRAM
L 4

Demolitions

Creative incubator 2870 m?

I Gastronomy 1500 m2

Health centre 1390 m?
' W Housing 15800 m?
167 units

Small 63 units.

Medium 70 units

Large 34 units Typical floor plan on a 4m structural grid

Medium - three students

Large - two young professionals

BIOCLIMATIC DESIGN

Heating

Heating requirements are reduced to a
minimum by leveraging good insulation

R for internal gains and passive solar
R design.
a R o

Cooling and ventilation
D All apartments are two-sided, allowing
I : for cross-ventilation that, combined with
the thermal mass of compressed earth,
have a passive cooling effect.

Energy
The roofs of the factory buildings are
perfectly oriented for installing around
1500 m2 of PV panels, freeing up space
for roof terraces in the other buildings.
The estimated annual output of 330MWh
could provide for ca. 100 homes.



