
MOBILITY AMENITIES GREEN STRATEGY PREVENTION

An existing Masias in the neighbourhood of La Font del Gos, a traditional 
rural house of Barcelona, is currently hidden by informal constructions that 
block its historical and social value. The project proposes to remove these 
surrounding barracks, bringing the original building back to life. Once re-
stored, the masia will host community spaces linked to agritourism, local 
food production, and social gatherings, becoming a new meeting point and 
productive center for the neighborhood.

The mostly buried stream of 
Cal Notari will be partially un-
covered within the project area. 
Rain gardens will reconnect the 
stream to the surface, improving 
water flow and ecological qua-
lity. These gardens link to the 
existing underground pipe via 
an overflow -spillway system, 
allowing better management of 
heavy rains. This system incre-
ases water retention capacity, 
reducing flood risks while resto-
ring the natural character of the 
watercourse and enhancing the 
local environment.

Before any major transformation, 
our proposal begins with a minimal, 
low-cost intervention: the installation 
of temporary, self-built structures in 
vacant or underused spaces such 
as empty lots and informal parking 
areas. These micro-architectures 
serve as third spaces—open, hybrid 
environments. They aim to activate 
the neighborhood socially and spa-
tially with minimal means, following 
the belief that places become me-
aningful when people inhabit and 
care for them, not when large invest-
ments are made.

A new campsite will be created by planting dense clusters of trees in an area that is currently empty and exposed. This intervention will offer 
shade, improve the microclimate, and enhance the landscape quality. The campsite will support the growing network of hiking trails and attract 
visitors seeking outdoor experiences close to nature. It will strengthen the area’s role as an entry point to Collserola Park, providing essential 
facilities for hikers and promoting sustainable, low-impact tourism.

A new agritourism facility will be built to manage cork oak plantations and sup-
port sustainable land use. These fire-resistant trees will be planted in an area 
previously affected by the 2015 wildfire, helping to slow future fires and restore 
the landscape. Grazing animals will maintain the undergrowth, reducing fire 
risk while supporting local agriculture. The agritourism will offer new economic 
opportunities, strengthen the community’s connection to the land, and foster a 
sense of belonging and long-term commitment.

To reduce wildfire risks and protect the territory, controlled burns will 
be carried out on the ridges and high points surrounding the area. 
These prescribed fires create natural firebreaks by clearing flam-
mable undergrowth in a managed way. By encircling the site, these 
controlled burns form protective zones where potential wildfires can 
slow down or be stopped..

The new market will transform the current parking area into a lively public square. A multifunctional building will provide essential services missing in the 
neighbourhood, such as a supermarket, pharmacy, cafés, and ready-to-eat food outlets. In front of it, an open plaza will offer flexible space for weekly 
farmers’ markets, flea markets, and public events. This new centre will activate the site, improve daily life, and offer a much-needed social and commer-
cial heart for the community.

To quickly activate unused spaces such as vacant 
lots and parking areas, the project proposes tem-
porary self-built structures as an initial step. These 
light, adaptable installations require minimal resour-
ces and invite the community to use and transform 
them over time. Depending on their success and 
usage, the structures can evolve, gaining new ele-
ments like roofs, seating, or specific functions. This 
flexible approach allows spaces to grow organically 
based on real needs and collective engagement.

The project introduces a circular approach by recycling materials from the de-
molition of unused barracks and abandoned structures in both La Font del Gos 
and Cal Notari. Bricks, stones, and debris are collected and reused to build 
new retaining walls through gabion structures, supporting the terraced land-
scape proposed for the area. This process reduces construction waste, lowers 
the environmental impact, and gives new life to existing resources.

La Font del Gos is currently disconnected from the city’s mobility network. Bus and metro stops are located 
below the Ronda de Dalt highway, making access long, fragmented, and topographically difficult. This infra-
structural barrier reinforces car dependency and social isolation. Our proposal aims to strengthen pedestrian 
connectivity to existing stops, introduce new micro-mobility nodes, and integrate more accessible public tran-
sport stops inside the neighborhood area along with the extension of current bus lines.

The neighborhood lacks essential services such as grocery stores, medical centers, pharmacies, cafés, or 
community hubs. Residents must leave the area for basic needs, often relying on cars and long commutes. 
This daily displacement weakens the sense of place and limits informal encounters. Our proposal introdu-
ces multifunctional buildings and shared spaces that respond to everyday demands while supporting local 
economy and social cohesion. These functions are distributed carefully to follow existing paths and enhance 
walkability within the area.

Situated on the edge of Collserola, La Font del Gos has the potential to become a green gateway linking 
the natural park to the city. We propose a system of trails, scenic viewpoints, and small-scale recreational 
facilities that invite both residents and visitors to experience the landscape. The area becomes a starting 
point for walks, outdoor sports, and environmental education, turning a marginal zone into a strategic con-
nection between urban and ecological networks. This transformation highlights the site as a space of transition, 
reflection, and leisure.

After the 2015 wildfire, fire prevention has become a territorial priority. Our strategy combines controlled pre-
scribed burns to reduce biomass, the introduction of grazing zones to keep vegetation low, and a reforesta-
tion plan using cork oak trees, which are fire-resistant and economically productive. These interventions are 
integrated into the landscape to form a layered system of protection. By embracing ecological rhythms and 
traditional land management practices, the neighborhood becomes an active agent in long-term climate adap-
tation and forest care.
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Before any major transformation, 
our proposal begins with a minimal, 
low-cost intervention: the installa-
tion of temporary, self-built structu-
res in vacant or underused spaces 
such as empty lots and informal par-
king areas. These micro-architectu-
res serve as third spaces—open, 
hybrid environments. They aim to 
activate the neighborhood socially 
and spatially with minimal means, 
following the belief that places beco-
me meaningful when people inhabit 
and care for them, not when large 
investments are made.

The project prioritizes reducing bu-
ilt-up areas and increasing acces-
sible green spaces. By reclaiming 
unused plots and spaces freed by 
selective demolitions, new public 
areas and green corridors emerge, 
connecting the two neighborhoods 
and the new southern park. Green 
corridors penetrate the urban fabric, 
offering places for leisure, spor-
ts, and social activities, while also 
enhancing biodiversity and ecolo-
gical value. Some of these green 
spaces integrate new community 
functions, encouraging residents to 
move beyond their homes and into 
the park. Existing wild areas will 
also be carefully managed to sup-
port daily life and local connections.

The green strategy redefines the 
relationship between La Font del 
Gos and Collserola by integrating 
the forest landscape into the nei-
ghborhood. Two types of green are 
identified: productive green and 
landscape green. The first includes 
community gardens, small orchards, 
and edible landscapes that provide 
local food and social cohesion. The 
second enhances beauty and biodi-
versity, reinforcing the character of 
the neighborhood as a garden-nei-
ghbourhood. Together, these gre-
ens establish a new rural-urban in-
terface that supports ecological and 
social sustainability.

The new local hub is rooted in 
the existing community center, 
which is reimagined as the heart 
of a circular economy. Around it, a 
network of complementary activities 
emerges: a small campground for 
hikers, an agritourism space using 
cork production, a restored masia 
as a heritage and hospitality point, 
and an open market plaza. These 
functions are integrated into the 
new garden-neighborhood structu-
re, activating local production and 
exchange.
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The project improves access to existing hiking trails and panoramic 
viewpoints, introducing essential public amenities such as seating, shade, 
and small gathering areas. These new elements will enhance the comfort 
and usability of the routes while reinforcing the area’s role as a key entry 
point to Collserola Park. Clear signage will promote the trails and invite 
both residents and visitors to explore the landscape, transforming the site 
into an active, welcoming destination.
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Phase_1
Activate

Prior

_Legalization and amending
  of the Cal Notari settlement 

_Inform and involve 
  the stakeholders about
  the project through events 

_Connect with the local
  infrastructures ex. Velodrome,
  University, schools etc. 

_Feasibility study of the project
  and consequent adaptation 

Self-construction of Third space
in tactical points

Integration of the structures (permanent)
Repositioning-Reuse-Recycle of some 

Uncovering Stream
in Carrer Torrent de Cal Notari

Construction of the Agriturism building
in Cal Notari

Maintain an economy around
natural resources of the area

Garden neighbourhood

Finalize legalization of the area Identity 
Community

Production

Integration of amenities
and newcomers

Events
Camping area
stilt structures

Initiate demolitions
and Masias restoration

Setting up the rest of
coomunity gardens and green areas

 
Construction of social housingCommunity gardens

Quercus suber
planting

New trees
planting

Planning of
prescribed fires

Paths and terraces
in Cal Notari

Urban thinning
in Cal Notari

Consolidation of existing
in Cal Notari

Construction of the new building
for the Centre social

Terraced park 
and community gardens

Construction of
the Market area

Management of
the activities in
the area

Demolition of the
old Social center

Finalization of main square and
public infrastructures

Final works in the la
Font del Gos park

Panoramic points
furniture

Phase_2
Rigenerate

Phase_3
Inhabit

Phase_4
Taking care

Tourism

Memories

The proposed local-scale intervention is designed to be implemented in three phases: The first phase concerns immediate action. The idea is to apply tactical urbanism to reverse the current trend through citizen participation, starting with the use of temporary self-built urban furniture as an initial step. These light, adaptable installations 
require minimal resources, created to activate various places, and will be moved and reused over time. This phase is crucial to concretely experiment with transforming spaces and to gather residents’ feedback to confirm or adjust the next phases. The second phase aims to remain over time, introducing significant, more permanent changes in 
public space, which will then be consolidated by the third phase

In Cal Notari, a new terraced sy-
stem will create a circular path 
that weaves through the neigh-
borhood, bringing the protected 
park into the residential fabric. 
This approach blends the homes, 
many built in a legal grey zone, 
with the park in a sustainable way, 
offering a new model for inhabiting 
protected areas. By reclaiming 
empty lots and selectively demoli-
shing derelict houses and informal 
structures, more shared spaces 
will emerge. In the long term, hou-
sing typologies will be strategi-
cally adapted to improve access, 
introducing shared entrances and 
walkways that connect small clu-
sters of homes and strengthen 
community ties.

The social center becomes the 
heart of the neighborhood, expan-
ded with a new building to host 
essential community services 
and manage the newly introduced 
functions. It will offer co-working 
spaces, workshops, and areas for 
local activities such as ceramics. 
A new central square will support 
social events and gatherings. 
Improved accessibility through 
new terraces and an elevator will 
open the space to all. From here, 
a terraced linear park will unfold, 
featuring community gardens, 
water management systems, chil-
dren’s play areas, and integrated, 
low-impact parking.

In La Font del Gos, unused spa-
ces such as parking lots and infor-
mal structures will be transformed 
to host new community gardens 
and a small public square for 
neighborhood gatherings. A tradi-
tional masia will be restored and 
connected to the social center’s 
network, supporting the manage-
ment of local gardens and activi-
ties. New low-impact, prefabrica-
ted housing will be introduced to 
replace demolished structures, 
creating more efficient homes 
while preserving the human sca-
le and strengthening the sense of 
community.
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vacant spaces as 
rundown lots are 
demolished
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through temporary 
furnishings
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