Barcelona-La Font del Gos (S)

Peri-Urban Havens

The ever-present risk of fire s reimagined as an opportunity to enhance biodiversity along the boundary
between neighborhood and nature. Selective removal of the highly flammable Ginesta, replaced with drought-
resistant native flora, helps mitigate fire danger. Existing managed pastures are expanded, with designated
spaces for flock management, as new paths woven through the neighborhood create civic spaces that not
only strengthen internal connectivity but also improve continuity with surrounding natural areas.

Acivic Seam in the valley

o reduce flood risk near water fiows, some units are strategically removed, with residents rehoused nearby,
creating a dynamic landscape of lamination basins and riparian flora. New additions work with existing typologies
to add activities and create vertical pedestrian connections via public lfts and stairs to improve the streetscape
Located at the middle of this new system of streets, the Civic Centre acts as a seam between the two valleys,
linked by a footbridge that repurposes an existing bulding to cross the torrent without disrupting s flow.

Coming Togheter

Aseries of new squares and meeting points introduce level spaces to come togheter, with smal additions that
improve safety and consider gender-inclusiveness, such s urban furiture and lights. Enriched by new fagades
resulting from infiling empty plots and regenerating old buildings, existing typologies come into play through
new situations, with new working spaces, caretaking units or produce sellers (sourced from nearby horts!)
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Inhabiting the Threshold

Aninclusive densification in the lower valley aims at improving urban connections with Horta and the nearby
large facilties by introducing new shared activities and uses, fostering a diverse and mixed community. The
proposed small-grain housing clusters repurpose excess parking areas to avoid ecological damage, and are
integrated into a network of horts and greywater systems, forming the core of the green strategy.

From Highway to cycleway

The Torrent de Cal Notari now connects Horta and La Font del Gos beneath La Ronda de-paving an obsolete
exit, maximizing soll restoration while maintaining road access, as priority is given to active mobility and natural
water flow. Within the former clover-leaf turns, lamination basins allow the water flow to infilrate towards the
ground-floor, and around it, cylce paths repurpose the trace of the highway to reach nearby communities.
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Acrossroads between Nature and City

Between the Collserola Hills and Horta’s

two axes reshape reducing

asphalt and linking communites.

The first, a "natural axis,” starts at the Passeig de les Aigiies in

Colserola, following the torrent de Cal Notari and the the GR-6, which now
enters the ity reclaiming a former highway exit as a green corridor, prioritizing
pedestrians and natural flow.

The second, an “urban axis;” intersects the first, linking the neighbours from Sant Genis to
Torre Bard across the Ronda de Dalt, and looping back through the Passeig de les Aiges. It
improves access to public transport and services, replacing unsafe, time-consuming routes

that led to car use and pressure on natural spaces.
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Green and Permeability

Green spaces linked to water
flows with lamination basins,
phytodepuration ponds, horts and

Implementation phases

1. New urban axis improves
connections and green space
( using existing infrastructure.
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Living, Dwelling, Belonging

The landscape of La Font
del Gos is understood
through its rhythm,
parcellation, the buildings
themselves and

the colour of their
fagades, but also its
social character,

which gives

meaning to this built
environment.

Aseries of criteria
determine how best to
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The landscape value of
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A constellation
of Active Spaces

A series of 01 02 03 04 05
new squares and

streets mix with the
existing fabric, adding
streetlights and
benches that create
new paths.

Selective infillngs and
pre-existing typologies
are part of this system
Public-private initiatives
promote new services,
linking-up with nearby
major facilties and
improve the existing
fabric, adding publically
accessible elevators,
and joining up ground-
floors together,
increasing accessability
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Dynamic floodable \ OF’S”'SPQCSS . standards, the Laberint d'Horta
spaces to control 3 o, Park features new metropolitan
water lameter uses, linked to regional green
guarantee the infrastructure

PRODUCTIVE
turing radius
LANDSCAPES for fire-trucks

2 LABYRINTH ACCESS
A new access to the Labyrinth
allows new publics to visit the
neighbourhood and links the

NATURE-URBAN : FLOOD CONTROL
INTERFACES o " areas at risk of

Hort gardens manage flooding progressively
the transition between cleared, increasing SELECTIVE INSERTIONS

Hort produce
incorporated into
closed-loop water and
food logics
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De Pedres, Pans!

A local saying, “De les pedres
en fem pans” -literally, “We turn
stones into bread”, speaks to
making the most from what
seems overlooked. An urban
transformation based on freeing
forgotten torrents to flow
downwards, “De Pedres, Pans!”
proposes a new eco-systemic
boundary between Horta and
Collserola, with La Font del Gos as
its keystone.

As a transitional ecosystem part
of a redefinition between city

and nature in the Barcelona
Metropolitan Area, a wide and
complex boundary is made through
closed-cycle logics: re-purposing
obsolete grey infrastructures

to promote active mobility, re-
thinking pre-existing typologies to
increase the diversity of activities
and services, re-using greywaters
linked to new productive “horts”
and daylighted torrents, and re-
signifying car parks and empty
lots, s0 as to generate a new civic
structure weaving city and nature.

The Torrentasa
Green Backbone

Adaylighted Torrent de Cal Notari flows
through a rewilded valley, where productive
gardens reclaim parking lots. Phytodepuration
ponds and basins manage water flows,
integrating greywater reuse and flood cycles
as part of a resilient ecosystem design. Water
now flows under a former highway exit
towards other green corridors

INFILTRATION
AND RE-USE

DE-PAVING
ASPHALT

LA CLOTAPARK
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