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             The issue of finite natural resources introduces the concept of scarcity and, therefore, 

of its value: resources have always been at the heart of the concerns of civilizations in 
search of an optimum ratio with nature. With the global ecological crisis it is essential 
that designers develop detailed knowledge and problematize the natural elements and 
take them into account in the urban project on different scales, treating them as 
common resources not only to preserve, but also to create an hybridity compatible 
between city and nature. This session of Europan marks the growing role of nature in 
the design of urban projects, and the con- sideration of natural elements (biotic, 
abiotic) becomes better, more complex, in order to be the founding elements of the 
project. 

              
             The site in Vienna on this topic is BERRESGASSE AREA. Interwieving the natural 

resources of flowerfields and a waterbath with a new dense housing district. 
              
 
 
 
 
             With Winners of 
             Romainmötier (CH), Porvoo (FI) 
             And Runners-up of 

Almere (NL), Guimarães (PT), Ibbenbüren (DE), Leeuwarden (NL), Linz (AT), Reims 
(FR), Sambreville (BE), Selb (DE), Stains (FR)  
 
Coach: Thomas NOUAILLER, architect, Paris (FR) 
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FORUM OF RESULTS EUROPAN 11 / CITY LABORATORY 

TOPIC 4 – COMMON RESOURCES AND MUTATION 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Berresgasse site led to two different schemes. Both deal with sharing communal resources. The 
two scenarios are situated within the radial development project of the city of Vienna. They are 
supported by the major mobility axes of North-Eastern Vienna and question the future of the city fringes. 
 
The first scenario, WIEN GOES 22ND, submits a development figure that holds up a landscape shared by 
the different existing centralities. Located in-between two axes of the city development project, the 
scheme doesn’t aim at filling this empty space but at creating a new kind of connection between places 
that are already inhabited. The project expresses this principle by creating an inhabited humid 
environment in which the water of the ponds and the ditches interact with the agricultural ground and 
the new dwellings. The existing empty space becomes an enriched system where each resource 
interacts with the next. The buildings come to delineate the city fringe as well as the limit of the existing 
voids. The built reticulated pattern maximizes the interactions between the dwellings and this rich 
humid environment, while at the same time offering new links between the various centralities all 
around the site. 
 
The second scenario, PRODUCTIVE COLLECTIVE LANDSCAPE, is based on drawing a ground pattern 
that gives a certain thickness to the edge of the city. This border, by reducing the need for new public 
roads, optimizes the existing public road network to the maximum. The organisation of the plan 
generated through this pattern preserves the agricultural landscape as a communal resource. It also 
creates new connections along the fringes of the residential areas through a permeable system 
(domestic appropriation of the public space, temporary or evolving uses, new paths, new spaces for 
local production or for leisure ...). The project offers to share a mutual horizon in a system that can be 
set up gradually, the pieces scattered but still consistent. Thus it offers to achieve both urban 
concentration and agricultural intensification: a true urban agriculture. 
 
Thomas Nouailler  
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TOPIC 4: COMMON RESOURCES & MUTATION 
 
BERRESGASSE AREA  
Interweaving the natural resources of flower fields and a bathing water with a new dense housing district 
 
-> How can the development of a housing district profit from an integration of important natural and landscape 
elements?  
-> How to deal with the existing natural resources in order to make them integral parts of the urbanized 
landscape? 
-> What relations between living and landscape can be conceived, and how do these relations affect the spheres 
of privacy, neighbourhood and urban life?  
-> How can a neighbourhood emerge in a place that is now at the edge of the city but in the future will be 
surrounded by the urban fabric? 
 

� �
�
size: about 19 ha  -   22nd district  - owned by the city, Wohnfonds Wien, and a housing developer 
 

Coach Thomas Nouailler – 20 TEAMS – 2 Scenarios 
 
Situation 
A pond in the west, large housing blocks in the south, and single family homes in the north provide contrasting 
suburban contexts, challenging the strategy for the site's urban intensification. 
Programme 
About 1.000 housing units including "infrastructure". 
Potential 
In general the existing landscape elements already add value to the site. Moreover, the future development of 
"Seestadt Aspern" has been establishing the development corridor "U2-Achse-Donaustadt". In 2013 three stops 
of a new tramway line (26) will be located in immediate proximity. In addition, an existing school (Pirquetgasse) 
will be extended.  
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3 - The project area  
 

     
 
Aerial photos of site 

 
The project area is free of construction.  
 
Significant for the site itself is that highly different, even contrasting conditions frame the now still agriculturally 
used land: the large scale of the southern social housing complex (Quadenstraße) contrasts the single family 
homes to the north. The swimming pond borders right to the west of the site. East of it we can observe recent 
developments of medium density such as projects of the “Neue Siedlerbewegung”. It is important for the future 
development to respect the green zone which runs along the northern border according to the plan of the green 
network concept of the city.  
 

 
 
Aerial photos of project site, marked 
 
4 - Agents involved 
 

- MA 21 B („Stadtteilplanung und Flächennutzung Süd-Nordost“, Department for City Planning South-
Northeast, City of Vienna)   

- Wohnfonds Wien, Vienna Housing Fund 
- housing agencies, housing corporations (e.g. BWS)  
- local agents (see chapter 5) 

 

BERRESGASSE AREA
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A - CONTEXT 
 
0 - current and recent developments 
 
The projects site is located in Donaustadt – the 22nd district of Vienna. In recent years, Donaustadt had the 
biggest increase in housing units and inhabitants of the city. A great part of the focus areas for future settle-
ments as identified in the main layout of the city’s urban development plan, are located in the 22nd district. The 
development plan defines the project site Berresgasse as an area for urban expansion and the neighbourhood of 
the site, Hirschstetten, lies on the edge of a key development area of the city, „U2 Donaustadt“, located along the 
extension of U2 subway line. 
The development areas of Donaustadt are characterized by loose mesh of historic centres with high building 
density and more recent housing developments resulting from city expansion over the last decades, as well as a 
mixture of brownfields, housing developments with single-family homes and vast zones of green space for re-
creation. 
The cities development plan aims to strengthen the districts autonomy and local identity as a discrete part of the 
city, supporting the old urban centres as well as developing new ones. The extension of transport infrastructure 
and the conversion of old brownfields into a mixed use areas play an important role in these developments.   
�

�
 
Overall concept for urban development, STEP05 
 

 
 
Target area U2 Donaustadt – Flugfeld Aspern , STEP05 
 

BERRESGASSE AREA : Overall concept for urban development
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Dealing with the great influx of new inhabitants the city of Vienna came up with a housing program, naming it 
„Die Neue Siedlerbewegung“ (“new settlers movement“). The program's name refers to the „Wiener Siedler-
bewegung“ –  a historical movement that squatted land and built settlements in self-organzied structures  
during the great poverty of interwar years in Vienna. In the years after 2000 „Die Neue Siedlerbewegung“ was 
laid out as a broader planning concept by the city of Vienna that seeks to answer the popular wish for private 
green space and prevent people from moving to further out suburbs. The program fostered small scale and low 
density housing projects, as well as the development of larger green areas for recreation, but does not follow up 
with the historic projects communal spaces and infrastructures. Since 2000, in the context of the program, 
Wohnfonds Wien initiated several housing projects, many of which are located in close vicinity to the site 
Berresgasse. 
 

�
 
Housing developments in the context of „Neue Siedlerbewegung“ program in the vicinity of the project site Berresgasse:  
Perlagonienweg, 1220 Vienna (231 units), Heustadelgasse, 1220 Vienna (210 units), Pichlgasse/ Podharskygasse, 1220 Vienna  (206 units), Seefeldergasse, 1220 Vienna 
(165 units), Mühlgrund West, 1220 Vienna (590 units). 

 
Housing developments in Donaustadt with higher density:  
Polgarstraße , Podhagskygasse II, Mühlgrund II.  
 
Podhagskygasse (in immediate vicinity of Berresgasse): On the basis of a larger urban study of the area 
(architects Häuslmayer/Ivancsics/Snizek) - new housing developments with medium density continuing the 
traditional “Siedlerbewegung”. A green belt shall implement the concept of a “green network” for the north-
eastern area of Vienna (“Green Belt Vienna”). Source: wohnfonds_wien, 2011 
 

 
 
Future developments: Berresgasse, 1220 Vienna (190 units), Saltenstraße, 1220 Vienna (35 units), Podhagskygasse II, 1220 Vienna (450 units), Pfalzgasse, 1220 Vienna 
(150 units), Mühlgrund Ost 
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In addition to the “Blumengärten” three churches in the historical village area are important social institutions. 
 

   
 
"Vitality infrastructure" for an aging population 
 

  
 
Public Transport Infrastructure 
Currently the area is only connected by bus; in the year 2013 the tram line 26 will connect the area to the subway lines U1 and U2. 
 

 
 
New tram line 26 (opens in 2013) 
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Projects and mobility

U2 line Tramway
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2 - Significance of the project area for the local context 
 
The project site is a typical example for the conversion of farmland into land for building. The site is designated 
as an area for city expansion within the city borders, providing space for housing projects. Future developments 
should make use the existing common resources of the neighbourhood Hirschstetten like the flower gardens 
(Blumengärten) and the swimming pond.  
 
Blumengärten Hirschstetten (flower gardens) 
The Blumengärten are a nursery of the city department for parks growing the flowers and plants that are later to 
be planted in the parks of Vienna. Located in Hirschstetten since 1952 the nursery covers an area of almost 
55.000 sqm of flower nurseries and greenhouses. The nursery is open to the public offering tours and events. 
 

 
 
Blumengärten Hirschstetten (fower gardens) 

 
Badeteich Hirschstetten (swimming pond) 
Apart from the historic centre of Hirschstetten the swimming pond is one of the central points of the 
neighbourhood – in terms of activity as well as identity. Entry is free and there are playgrounds for children, dog 
zones and baby bays, but it is also a popular meeting point for local teenagers.  
 

     
 
Badeteich Hirschstetten (swimming pond) 
 

  
 
Existing social infrastructure (education, health, leisure, police) 
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1 - Significance of the extended study area (district) for the city of Vienna 
 
Donaustadt is the fastest growing and largest district of Vienna. Despite the recent increase in growth, the 
district's share of built land is rather low (25%). Historically big parts of Donaustadt were used agriculturally and 
until today the district is permeated with fields for farming. The availability of vast resources of land allowed the 
establishment of industrial firms, large city infrastructures, like a premises for waste disposal, as well as large 
scale housing projects, such as the social housing development „Rennbahnweg“ built in the 1970s.  
 
The abundance of land also made possible the preservation of a great number of green spaces for recreation and 
the creation of the nature reserve Lobau – a national park within the city - as well as the Alte Donau, a river 
branch of the Danube, and one of Vienna's most traditional bathing and swimming pond.  
 
Further important buildings and developments in the 22nd district are the „Donauzentrum“ –  the largest 
shopping centre within the city borders of Vienna, the Vienna International Centre, colloquially also known as 
UNO City –  the campus and building complex hosting the United Nations Office at Vienna and the urban 
development Donaucity.  
 
The city's overall urban development plan locates two main corridors of city expansion in the 22nd district, 
accompanying the linear course of two major public transport developments:   
one corridor along the extension of the U1 subway line, and one along the extension of the U2 subway line. The 
corridor concept is based on a series of densified urban centers, that are shortcircuited by the subway line which 
acts as a connector, giving coherence to these centers: a lined up archipelago.   
 
Part of this plan is the urban development project „Seestadt Aspern“ – the largest new town  project in the 
history of urban development in Vienna. Another project implemented as part of the“U2 Donaustadt – Flugfeld 
Aspern“ development plan was the redevelopment of the former grounds of a steel and mechanical engineering 
company (Waagner-Biro), part of which was the Europan 10 competion, resulting in the housing project Oase22.  
 
 
 

  
Map of Hirschstetten and Aspern around 1912 Vienna bathing culture 1910 
with train line, airport Aspern, the gardens of Hirschtetten 
 
 

Flower garden and ponds
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SCENARIO 2:  

PRODUCTIVE COLLECTIVE LANDSCAPE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amélie FONTAINE, Christoph RICHTER, Vincent ARNÉ, Daniel DUARTE PEREIRA  
Fernando FERREIRA, Benoit COULONDRES, Rens WIJNAKKER 
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LARGE HORIZON DOMESTIC HORIZON

A LANDSCAPE COMPOSED OF DIFFERENT OCCUPATIONS = DIFFERENT HORIZONS
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LARGE HORIZON DOMESTIC HORIZON

EVERYONE SHARES
A COLLECTIVE HORIZON

A LANDSCAPE COMPOSED OF DIFFERENT OCCUPATIONS = DIFFERENT HORIZONS

219



ACTUAL SITUATION
PRODUCTIVE FIELDS ARE REMAINING IN THE AREA

CONTINUATION OF THE ACTUAL DEVELOPMENT
“ FILLING THE PRODUCTIVE FIELD WITH URBAN”

GENERIC SITUATION 
�K>KE/^�d/KE�K&�d,��ZhZ�>�>�E�^��W��͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ůĞĂĚƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐƉĂƌŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŶĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƚǇ
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EQUIPEMENT

TOOL BOX

INDIVIDUAL HOUSE

ROW HOUSES

COLLECTIVE HOUSING

VILLAGE STRUCTURE

ACTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
FROM THE URBAN 
SPRAWL
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TOOL BOX

FIELD

GLASS HOUSES

LAKE

FOREST

FARM

INVERSION STARTING 
FROM INTERSTICES
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WORKING WITH LIMITS AND 
CONNECTION  : NEW PERMABILITIES 

THICK INTERFACE

THE CITY EDGES AS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEED 
NEW RELATIONSHIPS

EXISTING APPROPRIATION
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BASE RESOURCES

DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES

LANDSCAPE
ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞ�ĮĞůĚ�Ͳ�ĐĞƌĞĂůƐ�ĮĞůĚ�Ͳ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚ�Ͳ�ůĂŬĞ�Ͳ�ŐůĂƐƐŚŽƵƐĞ�Ͳ�͘͘͘ 

ACCESSIBILITY
ƉĂƚŚ�Ͳ�ďŝŬŝŶŐ�ƉĂƚŚ�Ͳ�ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ�ƉůŽƚ�Ͳ�͘͘͘

SOCIAL FACILITIES
ƐĐŚŽŽů�Ͳ�ŬŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ
Ͳ�ŶƵƌƐĞƌǇ�Ͳ�ǇŽƵƚŚĐĞŶƚĞƌ�Ͳ�ŵĞĚŝĐĂů�
ĐĞŶƚĞƌ

COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES
ƐĐŚŽŽů�Ͳ�ŬŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌĚĞŶ
Ͳ�ŶƵƌƐĞƌǇ�Ͳ�ǇŽƵƚŚĐĞŶƚĞƌ�Ͳ͘͘͘

WORKING 
ŽĸĐĞƐ�Ͳ�ĨĂƚŽƌŝĞƐ�Ͳ͘͘͘

LEISURE
ƐƉŽƌƚ�ĮĞůĚ�Ͳ�ŶĂƵƟĐ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�Ͳ�ŐŽůĨ�Ͳ�
ĞƋƵĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌ�Ͳ͘͘͘
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TIME 1 - PERMEABLE/IMPERMEABLE LIMIT
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TIME 2 - BRINGING ACCESSIBILITIES
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TIME 3 - HOUSING AND USES - FIRST DEVELOPMENTS
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TIME 5 - TERRITORIAL EXPANSION
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KEEPING PERMEABILITY  : SOIL - VIEW - USES 231
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WINNING PROJECTS EUROPAN 11 ON THE TOPIC L INKING WITH USES

FORUM OF RESULTS EUROPAN 11 / CITY LABORATORY 

TOPIC 4 – COMMON RESOURCES AND MUTATION 
 
 

SCENARIO 2:  

PRODUCTIVE COLLECTIVE LANDSCAPE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amélie FONTAINE, Christoph RICHTER, Vincent ARNÉ, Daniel DUARTE PEREIRA  
Fernando FERREIRA, Benoit COULONDRES, Rens WIJNAKKER 
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ROMAINMÔTIER (CH)
Vincent Arné (Fr), Aude Mermier (Fr)
Built edges / Garden-metropolis
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Reims (FR)
Amélie Fontaine (Fr), César Vabre (Fr), Madeleine Clavel (Fr) 
Landscape beyond limits
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STAINS (Fr)
Tanguy Mallier (Fr), Claire Klinger (Fr)
 Linking live from earth to the city
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SELB (DE)
Alexa Bodammer (De), Christoph Richter (De), Jan Truzt (De), Roland Züger (Ch)
Selbland
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PORVOO (FI)
Jouni Heinanen (FI), Valterri Heinonen (FI), Pia Sjöroos (FI) 
Embroidery
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IBBENBÜREN (DE)
Giovanni Santini (IT), Andrea Karimkahn (IT), Alexandros Liaskovitis (GR), Rosa Romano (IT)
Ianus
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SAMBREVILLE (BE)
Benoit Coulondres (Fr), Florence Gaudin (Fr)
QCM
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GUIMARAES (PT)
Daniel Duarte Pereira (PT), Fernando Ferreira (PT), Gabriela Silva (PT), Sara Ferreira (PT), Daniel 
Macedo (PT) 
IN BETWEEN PLACE’S TIME
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LEEUWARDEN (NL)
Alina Lippiello (IT), Leonardo Zuccaro Marchi (IT) 
Floating Blocks
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LINZ (AT)
Francesco Fusaro (IT), Marcello Galiotto (IT), Marco Montagnini (IT), Nicola Montini (It), Alessandra Rampazzo (IT), Gian 
Luca Zoli (IT)
Urban Monolith
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ALMERE (NL)
Olaf Janson (Nl), Joost Maatkamp (Nl),, Rens Wijnakker (Nl),  Koen Looman (Nl)
(QYLVLRQLQJ�%DXFLV��2EVHUYDWRU\�IRU�DQ�$UWL¿FLDO�:LOGHUQHVV
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