


SITE DEFINITION

The southeast part of the city of Leeuwarden has many historical,
striking buildings. But many residential properties and shop
premises are vacant and/or struggling with overdue maintenance.
The area deserves upgrading whereby new, sustainable uses for
vacant shop premises are devised.

The study site covers the entire eastern part of the historical city
centre. Within this area the “building block” (project site) -
bordered by Voorstreek, Tuinen, Turfmarkt and Koningsstraat —is
exemplary. However, if prefered a different concrete and relevant
projet site can be chosen in order to test and visualise the
proposed approach.
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FUTURE OF THE SITE IN RELATION TO THE SITE FAMILY AND TO
ADAPTABILITY

The objective of this assignment is to develop a proposal for a
generic and workable approach to the contemporary problems in
historical city centres, based on this specific case in Leeuwarden. A
strategic solution is requested to the present decline of the
approach areas leading to the main locations in the city centre,
with a detailed proposal at the level of a “city block”. This might
involve connecting routes, functional transformations or creating
appealing hotspots. But other ideas and methods are also equally
conceivable. The focus is explicitly not exclusively on design
solutions but also on the process and the creating of scenarios.
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It goes without saying that in the plans the exceptional qualities of
the area should explicitly come to the fore. Stakeholders anticipate
reflection on the feasibility of the ideas, in which an attempt
should be made to balance the various interests and potentials of
the partners where possible. It is the people that make the city and
they have extremely diverse wishes and requirements. These
needs should be endeavoured to meet as far as possible in the
proposed approach.
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