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oy ' S The focus is placed on the creation of a guiding model for the
devslopment and shaping of the area betwesn the inner city and
iite main railway siziion. The predominant elemeni = fhe
concentration of wafic on Riebeckplatz, a highly frequented
roundabout junction from the 1960-ies, which is traversed by an
overhead roadway. The traffic situation will be recrganized and
optimized with large-scale measures by the year 2006, The
utilization structure of the sguare ensermble with the multi-storey
building complexes is, howsaver, in a process of disintagration,
wiiich is charactenzed by vacancies and demoliion applications.
Thus, the square is in danger of being redeced to @ mere traffic
facility. The aim is to develop ideas to integrate this sguara into
an urban and landscape planning concept, 'which will open up the
opportunity to establish new utilization forms in the long term.,

CONURBATION

The city of Halle is the biggest city in Saxony-Anhalt, located on
the bankz of the River Saale. [t has excellent trafiic links to
Leipzig-Halle airport and to the motorway intersection (43, A14);
it also lies on the InterCity train route and has the Saale port of
Trotha. Together with Leipzig, at a distance of 38 km, Halle forms
the centre of an urban econcmic agglomeration. Service
companies, technology centres and numerous scientific,
university and IT institutes are predominant here.

The competition area s located at the eastern edge of the innar
city, between the main raitway =fation and the Leipziger Sirasse
pedestrian precingt The area constitutes the most important
galeway into tha inner city. The distance along the pedestrian
precinct to the Markiplatz in the historic city centre, is approx.
1000 m. At the same time it 1S a central node and transfer paint
for the vanious means of public transport in the city.

SITE

The current appearancs of the entire sguars and its facilties s
still characterized by the comprehensive restructuring of the
square, which took place from 1964 to 1870. At this time, the first
elevated roadway in the GDR was built, which absorbed the
traffic in the north-seuth direction, the east-west route was
guided into the roundabout and the padestrians were directed
below the roundabout through a tunmel The re-named
“Thalmannplatz® was the expression of & new socalist urban
planning policy and can thus be seen in connection with ather
large restructuring measures, such a&s for instance Berlin
Alexanderplatz, Chemnitz, Strasse der Nationen eic.

Therafore, the urban planning and architectural structure of the
entire sguare go far beyond their mere traffic functions. The
whole layout includes further multi-storey buildings, which
dominate az borders of the sguare.

Fopulation: 240.000
Study area; 25.8 ha
Project aera: to be defined by the compelilors
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PROGRAMME

The urban surmoundings of the Riebeckpiatz should be upgraded,
new development patierns should be desgred. The am = o
develop a new identity for the entire Risbeckplatz area, creating &
new image for the presentation of the city.

The roads, which run radsally towards the square, form four large
saclors, which are different in terms of urban planning and function
These sectors must be considerad within the general concept and
newly defined. An wban planning and functiona! model can be
developad either for each indrvidual sectar or for all four together,
Chjectives with respect to functions, utilizations and the urban
planning structure must be developed, the corresponding
opoortunities to connect the sectors with the square must be
analyzed. The characteristic high-rise buildings from the 1960-ies
must be discussed according to their urbanistic significance. Some
of them have bean reconsiruciad, some are vacant and should be
demalished according the owners wishes. The wrban planming
sgnificance of the two vacant 22-starey residential towers must be
examined, Future functions as a bus station, a connedtion to the
read system, hotel and event location cumently have a potential for
development.

ISSUES

Aam of the competiion is to provide a new image, in particular, for
the wrben envirenment of ihe square by means of urban design,
and thus sfrengthen its impartancs a3 2 central enfrance to the city.
Here, in particular, the guestion arsss of which functions are
possible for the four adjacent sectars in an area with high traffic
hoad,

Vanous basic objectves can be developed in this context, such as
the develepment of the ste for Iargmale retail structuras or the
further developmant of the exsling areen systems “enlargament of
the city park in the norti”, or the new development of the currentiy
predominant utilization “four diferent sediors”.

Social | functional

Urban new definition of the above-mentioned four adjacent areas of
Riebeckplatz on the basis of the curent restructuning measures -
developing a functional model.

Sensitive
The heavy traffic lead allows only a fiew ufilzations in this space,
which = imponiant for the appearance of the oty of Halle,

Sustainability

In times of lacking nwvestment pressure, we are looking far
sirategies fo inbiate an urban development with selectve
interventions and [ow to integrate these inferventions in a general
urban concapt, which should able to react to changing conditions in
the long term,
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