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TORIC

The Ceuta Master Zoning Plan envisages a Special Plan for this area,
Changes are recommended for s boundaries, in order to coincide with
those of the site and 25 & way to fadlitate the gdlianning and remadelling
of ths small township.

The aim @& 0 resolve @ housing programme that wall permit the
gevelopment of public land, infrastruciure and wiban services In the
Benzd seftiement, in hamonious codxistance with the surrounding
landscape.

CONUREATION

The oty of Ceuta is on the southern side and the ezstern extremes of the
Gibraltar Sirait. Historically, it hested a Punic anchorage peint, 2 Roman
factory, & Byzanting episcopate and an Arabian mind In 1415, Forugsl
began its mantime adventure by taking Ceuta, which was annexad 1o
Spain following the merger of the twa kingdoms in 1581, Marked by its
garmison and penal status, in the 20th cantury, it recoverad its trading
importance due to its benehoial fiscal condtions and EU support to
simuzate the local econcary. The Poruguese diy initially covered the
sthmass zone, 2 walled precingt bounded by the s2a to the noth and
south and two moats 1o the ezt and west. ong of which, Real, wss
navigable and the other, Alming, dry, while the rest of the pre-existing
city was abandoned, The Gty grew primarily spread towards the west
[Campe Extericr) and the east to a lesser axtent (Monde eastwards (La
ﬂmnuhm:l untl almest the stan of the 20th century. Sinca then, the city has
Hacha),

SITE

The gite lies on the noh-western boundary of the Ceuta municigality,
about 4 km from the diy centre, on & stip of land Debween the 5ea and
a quarry, The area is crozsed by the Ceuta-Benzd road, with the main
tovmship beside Punta Portales, & few scattéred buldngs on Berzu
Point and anather township known as El Barracdn, of La Cakililla, in the
Arrgyo de Bengd, or Algarrobo vallay,

Benzd used 1o be a orossing paint between the nearest Moraccan town
and Ceuta, however it 5 now closed fo all excepd the inhabitants of
Beliunes, whose quamy was opened during the first decade of the last
cerfuny for consbruction works on fhe harbour The matenal was
transported Dy frain along a line that coincided with the present
highway, and initially & few labourers lived beside the quarry, The
operatons area was a former miltary culpest now used as a vehigle
depot, alkhough the recent establishment of tha Vehicle
Cecentamination Centre has freed up the land.

The enfire eite is part of 2n EU nature protection zone (SCI- Site of
Community Interez1) and 38PA [Special Bird Protection Area). Lis sso
pariaiy affected by the coastal dght of way and is near 2 growth area
of Rupicapnos Afiicana, one of the spedes Ested in the National
Catalogue of Endangered Fiants.

Finally, besice Cabililla there are two archaeological sites, Banzl Cave
and Shelter [E] Abdgo]. where excavation has been undenvay sinte
2001 and i5 expected to continue for the newdt few years, This scentific
project requines the appeoprate protection and consenvation measunas.

Population: 75414
Study area; 148.3 ha.
Project area: 10.23 ha.
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M PROGRAMME

; The initiatives envisaged in the Master Plan for the
Special Benzd Plan are included, although some
glready implemented are deleted and others are
proposed,
Pedestrian seaside promenade and meeling area,
Inland pedestrian path. Treatment of the road as an
urban street, Promotion, demaolition and rehabilitation
of dwellings. Grean zone that integrates the sports and
games precinct. Basic shopping unil. Coastline
regeneration
Waste waler treaimeni. Research and interpretation
centre for the Benzd Cave and Shelter

ISSUES

This project is expected 10 result in the rezoning and
remodelling of the settlement, and should also free up
land, remove sub-slandard dwellings, put a stop to
uncontrolled construction, develop public spaces and
provide them with urban services and facilities, using
the housing initiative (and hence the architecture) as
the driving force.

Obviously, an wurban answer is wanted for the
necessary campatibility of the area’s development and
the range of effects and prolection areas
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