Europan 15 - Halmstad (Sweden)

Linking the city

SCALES: L - urban + architecture

TEAM REPRESENTATIVE: urbanist / landscaper / architect

SITE FAMILY: MAKING PROXIMITIES - Interfaces and short cycles
LOCATION: Halmstad Central Station area, City of Halmstad
POPULATION: 100 000 inhabitants

STRATEGIC SITE: 1s0ha PROJECT SITE: 14 ha

SITE PROPOSED BY: City of Halmstad

ACTORS INVOLVED: Trafikverket (Swedish Transport Administration),
Municipality of Halmstad, Region Halland

OWNER(S) OF THE SITE: Municipality of Halmstad

COMMISION AFTER COMPETITION: Detailed development plan and
development of new central station

—

THE SITE IN THE PRODUCTIVE CITY

The competition task is to transform Halmstad Central Station area into the
new hub of the city, through which the connections between national and
regional, living and working, commuting and visiting serve as a catalyst for
the urban development of the area. The aim is to expand the city centre
eastwards to include this new productive area, and to link the segregated
areas in the eastern and the western parts of the city. Halmstad Central
Station area will be an integrated part of the city with new functions and
increased connections to important focal points in the surroundings. The
task is to strengthen the area’s urban qualities, to bridge the barriers of the
railway, the main road and the river and to propose volumes and functions
for a travel centre and other built structures. Innovative technical solutions
for vibrations, traffic noise and rain water harvesting are sought for.

CITY STRATEGY

The municipality of Halmstad is located along the West Coast railway line,
a geographically favorable location between two of Sweden’s three major
cities. The municipality strives to become a destination and a regional
core in this dynamic line of growth. The development of the station
area is an essential component in realizing this goal. Halmstad Central
Station area should become an attractive node of transport and meeting
place, a new point of interest easily accessible and well connected with
its surroundings. The area should include attractive public spaces, green
spaces and productive functions designed to promote social equality,
sustainability and to strengthen the area’s urban qualities. To minimize
the use of private cars the development will promote different sustainable
modes of transportation.
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SITE DEFINITION

The location of the site is central, but not in the immediate city centre.
Barriers in form of the river Nissan, the railway and the main road make
the experience of distance longer than the physical. The northern part of
the site contains two parking lots one on either side of the railway. The
crossing in level with the railway will be closed for traffic and another
alternative for pedestrians and cyclists will be designed. The area in the
middle is the junction point where all modes of transportation interconnect.
The regional and local bus stations have recently been relocated to this
place, alongside two pedestrian bridges. An underpass under the railway
connects Laholmsvagen to Viktoriagatan. The southern parts of the site
include the existing station house, and on the eastern side of the tracks
a lawn and parking spaces.

Project site
Study site
Railway
Regional buses
Local buses

PRODUCTION AND URBAN DIVERSITY
The location between two major growth areas; the Gothenburg region
and the Oresund region, and the proximity to — from a business
perspective — Northern Europe makes the city attractive for new business
establishments. Halmstad is a famous summer resort, which combines
beautiful beaches with an urban environment.

The development of Halmstad Central station area will establish a
new cluster of movement focusing on pedestrians, bicyclists and public
transportation. The strengthening of the area’s urban values will create
a new dynamic in the area that links living quarters to important focal
points, such as different hubs of commerce (city centre, Nyhem), culture
(Osterskans) and innovation (Halmstad University). Important workplaces
in the surrounding area are the military, the hospital, the harbor and the

industrial area Lars Frid. The integration of the site within the city, as
well as the connection between important urban focal points will be
strengthened and intensified when completed.

Halmstad Central Station area will become an important destination
for arriving in the city, and will be the first impression of the city for
most people visiting. Fully developed, the area will strengthen
the municipality’s identity and become a memorable destination.
Therefore, the design of the new buildings and their functionality is
key. The station will be an important and diverse meeting point in the
city and an attractive public space. The flow of people to, from, as well
as through the station is important. Accessibility for all and sense of
security are important aspects to consider when planning the future
use of the area.
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