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City of Borås



Population

• 1970: 107 000

• 1985: 99 000

• 2018: > 112 000

• 2035: 140 000?

Borås 
Ca 72 000



BORÅS
Göteborg

Infrastructure
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Main planning strategies

Polycentric structure

Develop along

Viskan & the textile

heritage

Increasing public spaces

Promote walking, bicycling

& public transport

Regional 

perspectives

Preserving semi-urban 

nature

Intra-urban densification

Concentration & connection

Density and mixed use
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Polycentric structure
Urban cores Sustainable local transports

Semi-urban nature



Planning the city
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Urban renewal areas

Strategic corridors

City center

Large-scale industry

High density areas

Low-density areas



Development plan 2018-2035 (work in progress)
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Traffic plan

For a growing city



Why?

• The city grows quickly – and so does the traffic

• Currently the city has no strategic traffic plan

• Local planning + National traffic planning  =  Traffic plan

Swedish Transport Administration
Traffic study of Borås



Swedish Transport 

Administration traffic

study

Major focus:
”A significant increase of the share of public 
transport, bicycling and walking, and a 
marginal increase of car traffic”

Increased city attractivity
The city becomes more attractive by 
decreasing congestion, noice, barriers and bad 
air quality



The traffic plan is focused on actions 

Actions

Master plan 
for Borås

Traffic plan Budget
Implement

ation

Visions
Strategies

Financial
decisions

For example:
• New roads for pedestrians, bicycles and 

road traffic
• Road efficiency
• Public transport priority
• Parking solutions for commuters
• Connectivity promotion
• Pedestrian streets
• Mobility management



Scenarios

Significant increase of
sustainable transportation

2040

2015

Current situation

?

Growth of 30 000 
people

Travel habits

36%

64%

Diagramrubrik

Hållbart Bil

58%

42%

Diagramrubrik

Hållbart Bil

36%

64%

Diagramrubrik

Hållbart Bil

Forecast oriented

Proportional increase of
all transports

Unchanged car traffic
share
3 times increase of
public transport

2040



Traffic situation in 2040 based on current situation

Från ÅVS, endast det övergripande vägnätet

Exeeded road capacity
• New roads become critical

Public transport capacity
adapted to population growth



Konsekvenser år 2040 med kraftig ökning av hållbart 

resande

Sufficient road capacity Significant increase of public 
transport capacity to meet a 
three times higher share

Possible actions
• More and bigger buses
• Designated bus roads
• Local railway
• New and bigger

connection points



Two alternative ways

ahead

Focus on describing

consequenses of the two

alternatives (environmental, 

economic, social etc)

Ultimately it will be a political

decision on which way we should

go.
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