
E16 LIVING CITIES

Selb
Germany
SCALE:  S, M architectural and 
urban scale 
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE: Archi-
tect, landscape planner, traffic 
planner
LOCATION: Selb, Bavaria 
POPULATION: ~ 15.000 inhab. 
STUDY SITE: 7,4 ha 
PROJECT SITE: 5,7 ha
SITE PROPOSED BY: City of Selb
ACTORS INVOLVED: City of Selb
OWNER(S) OF THE SITE: City of 
Selb, private owners 
COMMISION AFTER COMPETI-
TION: Urban studies in co-opera-
tion with the town of Selb  

URBAN CITY STRATEGY
 
The town of Selb, with a popula-
tion of around 15,000, is located in 
the administrative district of Upper 
Franconia in Bavaria. 
Due to demographic and industrial 
structural changes in the local eco-
nomy – hitherto traditionally domi-
nated by the porcelain industry, 
which has largely ceased produc-
tion – the town has been shrinking 
continuously. 
Since the end of the 1970s it has 
lost about a quarter of its inhabi-
tants. 
In recent years, however, a rever-
sal of this trend has been achieved 
through changes in the offerings of 
the business community and ac-
tive urban planning interventions, 
some them based on results of 
previous Europan competitions. 

SITE DEFINITION?

The project site is close to the 
town centre, but it is in decline, 
with a number of vacant buildings, 
a rather undefined public space 
and a streetscape that has nothing 
to offer pedestrians or bicycles. 
New strategies at all levels (archi-
tecture, public space, mobility) are 
needed to reactivate the area and 
integrate the residents into the pro-
cess. 
For scale level S – i.e. the specific 
project – the area of the eastern 
town centre of Selb is to be rede-
fined. 
For scale level M, the connections 
to neighbouring urban areas are to 
be established, and ideas for inte-
grating and upgrading traffic and 
open space planning are sought.

This project is looking for answers 
on an urban planning and architec-
tural level and seeking a method 
for developing a future-oriented 
project. 
The site of a former brewery could 
be one pilot location for transfor-
mations, including social uses and 
innovative forms of housing. What 
else could give momentum to inno-
vation? 

Pilot projects for the re-inte-
gration of a neglegted street
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LIVING CITIES - LEBENDIGE 
STÄDTE
 
The aim is to add new functions to 
the project site, and in particular to 
the buildings already mentioned 
that require redevelopment and 
are currently vacant and unde-
rused. 

Here, the focus is on developing 
innovative and sustainable mixed 
housing concepts suitable for all 
generations, taking into account 
the aspect of accessibility. 
Moreover, these housing concepts 
should simultaneously help to 
strengthen the role of employment 
in the district. 

In addition, the project site needs 
to be linked to the town centre in 
the best possible way by develo-
ping attractive connections. 
And the competition entries should 
take into account the small-town, 
non-metropolitan character. 
There is an opportunity here to 
develop new and, above all, inno-
vative typologies of open space, 
designed for sustainable, flexible 
uses and diverse (small-town) life. 

In keeping with the Europan 16 
task ‘Living Cities – Lebendige 
Städte’, design contributions are 
sought that demonstrate innova-
tive ideas and processes and deal 
with the main topics of the ‘dyna-
mics of the circular economy’ and 
the ‘dynamics of integration’. 

Preparatory studies will be carried 
out in 2021 to investigate the pre-
vailing social, structural, and urban 
conditions on the project site. 

The approaches to solutions that 
result from the competition will 
become part of the formal urban 
redevelopment goals for this area. 
How can residents be involved 
in the process of change? What 
could be the pilot projects in this 
process? 
What concepts for follow-on use 
could be implemented, what pro-
grams could be integrated? How 
can the public space be upgraded? 
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