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URBAN CITY STRATEGY

The town of Schwabisch Gmind
plays an important role in the Stut-
tgart metropolitan region.

It is thus ambitiously addres-
sing the future of building, living,
and working. Two projects from
Schwébisch Gmind have been
included in the IBA27 network of
the Stuttgart metropolitan region,
including the ‘Unbreak my Hardt’
project, which is based on an entry
from the Europan 13 competition
held in 2015.

New ideas and approaches are
being sought here for the area
on the Stuttgart-facing side of the
town, which has undergone signifi-
cant changes with the relocation of
the B29 federal road into a tunnel
and the expansion of the Stadtgar-
ten.

SITE DEFINITION?

The ‘Western Gateway’ urban
development area extends north—
south from the railway line to the
River Rems and east—west from
Hauffstrasse to Vogelhofstrasse.
The parts of the project area south
of the railway line, around Lorcher
Strasse, have lain fallow for years,
despite their importance for urban
development.

They are adjoined by the green
space of Gleispark and the Nep-
perberg, north of the railway, and
the River Rems along their sou-
thern edge.

The Gleispark area borders the
play and sports areas developed
for the State Garden Show of 2014.
East of these areas are the railway
station and central bus station, and
the town centre and old town can
be reached on foot in ten to fifteen
minutes.

The areas have great urban deve-
lopment potential, are conveniently
located for all forms of mobility, and
would be suitable for a wide variety
of uses.

It is important to bring to these po-
tential areas a new development
outlook that carries the dynamic
urban development of the last ten
years forward in spatial terms.
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HOW MUST BE DEVELOPPED
AND CONNECTED METABO-
LISM AND INCUSIVITY?

One urban development goal is a
suitably designed town image that
presents Schwabisch Gmind as a
larger medium-sized town and a
medium-sized centre with regional
sub-functions in the East Warttem-
berg region of the Stuttgart admi-
nistrative district.

The currently underused and par-
tially derelict part of the project site
needs transforming into a lively,
diverse, and sustainable neigh-
bourhood.

An area currently used for large-
scale commercial purposes, its
design subordinated to car traffic
and the automobile trade, needs a
future concept with realizable buil-
ding blocks.

The goal is a lively and future-
oriented district that becomes part
of the town centre and at the same
time makes an interesting and in-
viting entrance to the town.

A plan should also be developed
simultaneously for completing the
Green Belt ring from the Salvator
to the Nepperberg via the Gleis-
park district, with a ‘green leap’
over the railway to the tunnel site
and a southward connection to the
other bank of the Rems.

The area needs a long-term urban
development process that can be
implemented step by step. Its aim
should be to develop a mixed dis-
trict where building groups, hou-
sing cooperatives, service provi-
ders, and new production facilities
all find a place.

In keeping with the Europan 16
task ‘Living Cities — Lebendige
Stadte’, design contributions are
sought that demonstrate innova-
tive ideas and processes and deal
with the main topics of the ‘dyna-
mics of the circular economy’ and
the ‘dynamics of integration’.
Coordinated development of the
project site seems sensible in
terms of content and concept and
also of function.

The urban structures with green
spaces that have evolved through
urban redevelopment and the
State Garden Show could expand
westwards here.



