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URBAN CITY STRATEGY

Auneuil is located 12 km from Beau-
vais. It is part of a network of small 
towns that are attracting new inhabi-
tants because they offer a desirable 
living environment in a dynamic em-
ployment pool. 

Auneuil is characterized by the 
richness of its industrial heritage 
(production of ceramics, bricks, tiles) 
whose remains of the factory disused 
since 1982 still mark the territory. 
These industrial entities are discon-
nected from the city, which is orga-
nized without any real centrality, the 
amenities have dispersed according 
to the opportunities.

The stakes of the site invite to rethink 
the industrial heritage in a new urban 
dynamic, to propose a qualitative 
habitat adapted to the rural landscape 
and the existing heritage, to imagine 
an innovative and collaborative pro-
cess of transformation of the territory.

SITE DEFINITION

The project site is inspired by the 
contours of the ZAC Boulenger 
(which was not completed in the 
operational phase), which provided 
for the creation of about 300 housing 
units and the requalification of heri-
tage buildings.

The project site area extends on a 
north-south crescent and contains the 
former ceramic factory classified as a 
historical monument, now to be rede-
signed while preserving its architectu-
ral qualities.

Many industrial activities are declining 
and some abandoned buildings are 
looking for new vitality. Unqualified 
spaces are also fragmenting the ter-
ritory.

The northern part of the site is cros-
sed in length by the Trans ‘Oise. It 
is a landscaped axis of soft mobility 
that is established on the route of the 
old railroads and represents a strong 
potential for discovery of the territory.

Reactivation of heritage

SCALE: L urban and architectural
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE: 
architect and/or landscape architect
SITE TOPIC: Care / Reinventing 
rurality an productive heritage 

LOCATION: Auneui, Oise (60)
POPULATION: 2 864 inhab.

STUDY SITE: 250 ha
PROJECT SITE: 12.7 ha
SITE PROPOSED BY: City 
of Auneuil, Agglomération du 
Beauvaisis, the DDT 60 as part of 
the Petite Ville de Demain program

ACTORS INVOLVED: City of 
Auneuil, Agglomération du 
Beauvaisis, the DDT 60, UDAP of 
l’Oise, EPF local of l’Oise
OWNER(S) OF THE SITE: Auneuil, 
private landlords 

COMMISION AFTER COMPETITION: urban pre-
operational study and/or urban and operational project 
management of public and landscaped spaces and/or 
architectural contract



HOW MUST BE DEVELOPPED 
AND CONNECTED METABO-
LISM AND INCLUSIVITY?

The theme of this session raises 
the question of the urban ecosys-
tem as a paradigm, a paradigm 
that elucidates milieus and takes 
us beyond the binary division 
between town and country. The 
spectrum of analysis needs to be 
opened up in order to lay the foun-
dations and generate synergies 
for a lively and environmentally 
friendly town.

The transformation of these was-
teland landscapes by the creation 
of productive interfaces can acti-
vate these spaces, which await 
identity and purpose. These inter-
faces generate relations between 
habitat and services, farming and 
urban fabric, places and popu-
lations, and generate a dialogue 
between humans, nature and their 
environment. These situations are 
not frozen. They are part of an 
evolving and adaptable process. 

The system put in place must then 
be attentive to its surroundings, 
respectful of cycles and time. The 
objective is to propose regenera-
tive projects integrating nature and 
biodiversity. In this way, it will be 
possible to minimize the carbon 
footprint while taking into account 
issues of social equity, urban qua-
lity and sustainable development.

Inhabited develop to form ecosys-
tems. These ecosystems are fra-
gile and require the greatest care 
to enable them to adapt. Each 
element becomes indispensable 
and contributes to the network that 
feeds the milieu. 

This desire for vitality relies as 
much on the «already there» as 
on new actors, future inhabitants 
to whom we must offer something 
extra, a high added value in order 
to reinvent rurality and heritage. 
The viability of the project must be 
economic, but also social, environ-
mental and political.
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