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Fig. 31

31

Scenario: Climate  
in Wolfsanger North

32

Scenario: Climate in Wolf-
sanger-North, Planning 
information map (map 
material in the download 
folder)

Fig. 32
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5.2	 Reference to Europan 17 

Europan 17 aims to address climate change and 
human-induced social, economic, and cultural 
inequalities with the help of innovative and inclusive 
projects and new planning processes. The creation of 
lively, integrative, and mixed urban spaces is being 
pursued in Kassel with the development of an attractive 
and climate-neutral neighbourhood on the Wolf-
sanger-Nord site.

Due to the specific location of the reserve area on the 
outskirts of the city, it is particularly important to find an 
innovative approach to integrating the existing buildings 
in the south and activating the area currently used for 
agricultural purposes in the north. The need for high air 
permeability and low thermal loads must be taken into 
account. The development of the edge of the settlement 
therefore requires a strong interdisciplinary approach so 
as to formulate innovative urban, architectural, and 
open space planning solutions. The particular challenge 
lies in achieving a balance between sensible and 
compatible internal development and cautious external 
development that takes climate protection and 
sustainability aspects into account.

What are the particular potentials of the area? How can 
networking take place beyond the settlement boundary? 
How can existing structures and those to be newly 
developed interact with each other and give rise to 
urban and architectural synergies?

5.3	 Urban planning objective

5.3.1	 Attractive and climate-neutral district of 
Wolfsanger-Nord

The title ‘Attractive and Climate-Neutral District of 
Wolfsanger-Nord’ describes the goal of using climate 
protection as a benchmark for the present development 
process and integrating it into an orientation of the 
district towards future-oriented living. While taking 
aspects of climate adaptation into account – which 
applies to both the existing settlement and further 
residential development – the aim is to create a 
sustainable, diverse, and needs-oriented district, both in 
terms of settlement structure and open space planning. 
The consideration of a range of requirements and needs, 
the accessibility of various spaces as well as social 
participation represent a cross-sectional task.

The task of the competition is to develop a viable urban 
and open space planning development concept for the 
redesign of a future settlement edge and the design of a 
conclusion to the settlement. In this context, interweav-
ing the development with the existing settlement 
structures, especially those that border to the south, is of 
great conceptual importance. On the level of the district 

as a whole, what is sought is a convincing, high-quality 
urban structure that integrates both various and 
needs-based building typologies and a corresponding 
range of different uses. 

The basic aim is to achieve the greatest possible, but 
nevertheless a compatible urban density that takes into 
account the respective surroundings, which are to be 
developed in conjunction with innovative and experi-
mental housing construction. This should serve as a 
model for how dense, ecologically and socially 
sustainable housing construction can look on the 
outskirts of the city and thus offer an attractive 
perspective as a residential location for diverse future 
residents and users. 

Another particular challenge is developing integrated 
urban planning ideas for the area, which is contaminat-
ed by former mining activities.

5.3.2	 Climate protection and climate adaptation 	
	 as a design task

The topics of climate protection and climate adaptation 
should be given particular consideration as a central 
guideline. This includes strategies such as minimising 
land consumption and soil sealing through compact 
urban development. With respect to climate adaptation, 
rainwater management measures in particular should be 
provided for in the sense of economical drinking water 
use (sponge city, cascade model, grey water concepts, 
etc.). These strategies and measures should not be 
considered from a purely technical point of view, but 
should be dealt with as a design task, particularly in 
open spaces. 

In terms of urban planning, the buildings should be 
organised in such a way that the orientation facilitates 
an optimal use of solar energy (passive house / 
energy-plus house) on the one hand, and ensures 
optimal cooling in summer (fresh air corridors) on the 
other. The orientation of the buildings and the design of 
the floor plans play a decisive role here: bedrooms and 
other important common rooms should therefore be 
oriented towards the slope as far as possible, so that 
there is already an inflow of cool air early in the evening. 
Additional cooling measures – such as shading or 
blue-green infrastructures (e.g. green roofs or facades) – 
should also be provided. 

As far as the buildings are concerned, it is important to 
ensure that they are equipped with renewable energy 
within the scope of the given possibilities. Roof shapes 
that facilitate the highest possible solar energy yields – 
ideally at least 90 % of the annual yields with an 
optimally sunny roof – should be envisioned. Creative 
solutions are also conceivable (façade PV, etc.). 
Particular attention should be given to ensuring that 
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shadows are not cast on solar energy surfaces when 
positioning buildings, trees, or other objects that cast a 
shadow.

At the same time – as a central development goal – it is 
necessary to ensure a functional interconnection of the 
open landscape space with the current settlement 
location and to create a green conclusion to the 
settlement that is designed in terms of open space 
planning. One expedient objective is linking the 
elements of nature and infrastructure/people on all 
levels. It is desirable to structure the edge of the 
settlement in such a way that it facilitates a transition 
between the landscape and the buildings and provides 
people with inviting and low-threshold access to nature. 

With regard to environmental justice and sustainability, 
conceptual proposals (proportion of green space, 
building typologies, noise protection, mobility, etc.) 
should be developed and plausibly substantiated.

5.3.3	 Diverse uses to complement 			 
	 the residential focus

Mixed neighbourhoods are also a priority for the 
Wolfsanger-Nord area as a central instrument for 
preventing and mitigating segregation tendencies. 
Although the focus should clearly be on housing, a lively 
district can be achieved through a mix of functions such 
as services and other uses that complement housing 
and add value to the district. How and where might 
social infrastructures such as a day-care centre or a 
youth club, or community rooms or cafés/kiosks, small 
offices, or co-working spaces be accommodated? In 
principle, new needs such as additional shopping 
facilities, childcare facilities, or educational institutions 
should be taken into account in the utilisation concept 
and the functional and spatial framework conditions 
(coexistence and neighbourhood, open space and 
landscape, transport, etc.) should be addressed in a 
sensitive manner, with the aim of creating quality spaces 
and minimising mutual disturbances.

Low-threshold offers that are conducive to social 
participation and strengthen community togetherness 
should also be considered here. Also conceivable are 
projects such as the ‘Edible City’, which utilises urban 
space to grow food through communal gardening and 
promotes local supply. 

5.3.4	 Needs-based typologies as a complement 	
	 to settlement structures

Mixing should also take place within the building and 
housing typologies. In order to offer the widest possible 
range of housing types, fulfil different housing needs, 
and simultaneously facilitate integration into the 
surroundings, a harmoniously coordinated and diverse 
range of building typologies is sought as a sensible 
addition to the settlement structure. 

Based on an innovative approach to concept develop-
ment, the spectrum of building typologies should range 
from detached houses in various designs (detached, 
semi-detached, and terraced houses) to multi-family 
buildings and tower blocks. The objective is to create a 
total of at least 500 to 600 residential units. Besides 
dense structures, this should also include a range of 
plots integrated into the urban structure for terraced 
houses as well as some detached or semi-detached 
houses with a plot size of 600 to 700 m². 

Moreover, in line with the need for socially sustainable 
housing and today’s heterogeneous society, a wide 
variety of user groups and housing types must be taken 
into consideration. A broad spectrum of housing is 
desired – multi-generational dwellings, micro-units, and 
cluster housing, as well as flats for large and small 
families, students, single parents, senior citizens, etc. 
with flexible and, if necessary, adaptable floor plans that 
can be converted as necessary. In the planning process, 
priority is given to floor plans that cater to different 
lifestyles. Accessibility, environmentally friendly 
construction, adaptation to climate change, communal 
living, and creating relationships between housing and 
open space should be taken into account. 

The creation of affordable housing is of central 
importance in order to facilitate broad social accessibili-
ty for various user groups. The further development of 
social housing with a quota of 30 % socially subsidised 
housing should be taken into account. 

The Wohnstadt Stadtentwicklungs- und Wohnungsbaug-
esellschaft Hessen mbH, as the owner of the individual 
and terraced buildings (Fig. 33–35) of the 1960s 
settlement in the south of the project site, sees a 
particular need for flats for family households due to the 
location on the outskirts of the city, and therefore 
recommends mainly 3- to 4-room flats of 75 m² (net) or 
more. As far as the existing stock of individual and 
terraced buildings is concerned, both additions of 
storeys and retroactive densification as well as 
restructuring in parts – if this results in a sustainable and 
higher utilisation of the plots owing to the type and 
manner of development – are conceivable.

 



E17

50

Kassel Task

5.3.5	 Multi-layered open space structure and 		
	 interlinkage with the landscape

A mixed and social district includes a variety of open 
spaces that need to be presented in an open space 
concept. What can recreational spaces – such as green 
and cool places that are accessible to everyone – look 
like? How can meeting places be created that are 
appropriate for the suburban location and where the 
urban community can meet? How can spaces to retreat 
be designed? How and where are public areas, e.g. small 
district squares or multifunctional street spaces where 
children can play, situated? In addition to functional 
aspects such as transport, social and ecological aspects 
must also be taken into account in open spaces – 
e.g. rainwater management, shading and cooling, bio- 
diversity, site-appropriate and extensive planting,  
or projects like the ‘Edible City’.

The basis for the overall structure is formed by the three 
overarching green corridors that emerge from the 
framework concept. The aim is to create high-quality 
open space transitions into the landscape and, overall, 
to reshape the currently pronounced hard break 
between the current edge of the settlement and the 
landscape with respect to urban development and open 
space. The boundary between the settlement and the 
green corridors should be as open as possible so as to 
allow an inflow of air. 

When designing the green connection from the north to 
the south, the air flow down the slope must be taken into 
account, which thus necessitates loose planting or dense 
tall trees for optimal air circulation. The preservation and 
walkability of the original route of the historic church 
path as a north-south connection must also be taken 
into consideration (see eastern north-south green 
corridor in framework concept Fig. 29). 

5.3.6	 Integration and use of synergies

The existing district should be examined with respect to 
retroactive densification potential and ideas for 
improving the living environment. Both the modernisa-
tion of the existing buildings and the construction of new 
buildings should take into account the objective of 
climate neutrality. The development of a climate-positive 
settlement is desirable. 

The inclusion of the existing neighbourhood in the south 
of the project site results in the vision of a successful 
dovetailing of old and new and thus the great planning 
challenge of sensible and compatible internal develop-
ment and – taking climate protection and sustainability 
aspects into account – cautious external development. 
The expansion of the settlement area appears necessary 
to a limited extent in view of the great demand for 
housing and considering the housing potential in the 

inner and outer areas in general as well as the 
group-specific supply of suitable housing. Fundamental 
to the planning development of the present residential 
development areas in Wolfsanger-Nord is their great 
importance not only for the district, but above all in light 
of the limited reserve areas that are suitable and 
available for building development for the whole city.

5.3.7	 Sustainable mobility through alternative 		
	 concepts

A sustainable and future-oriented concept for the spatial 
organisation of traffic ought to be developed for the 
project site. The traffic areas should not be regarded as 
monofunctional spaces; beyond their function as traffic 
areas, they must also contribute to the residential quality 
of the location. In this context, innovative and alternative 
mobility concepts that reduce motorised individual 
transport (MIV) by means of a well-developed network of 
local public transport and cycle paths are desired. 

The interlinkage of the project site should be ensured by 
an appropriate extension of the public transport system. 
At the time, the adjacent development area to the east 
has kept a route free for a potential tram connection in 
the street Am Dessenborn. In order to keep options open 
for a possible connection to the tram network and a 
route between the connection points Am Dessenborn in 
the east and Am Felsenkeller in the west, such a 
connection should be considered. 

Barrier-free and heavy access by bicycle and on foot 
should make non-motorised traffic and experiencing the 
district appealing. The existing cycle path markings and 
the ‘Entdecker-Runde’ cycling path should be taken into 
account. To increase the attractiveness of cycling, 
sufficient secure and weather-protected bicycle parking 
spaces should be provided. Furthermore, in order to 
minimise the use of private vehicles, other transport 
options should be considered in addition to bicycles, 
such as the use of cargo bikes and trailers.

In view of the decentralised location of the project site 
and the strong topography, it has to be decided to what 
extent an adequate supply of car parking spaces – de-
spite the subordinate role of car use – should be taken 
into account. Here, too, innovative solutions must be 
found to create a low-traffic district, which guarantees 
car access to the properties and simultaneously creates 
incentives to do without a car, in addition to the 
connection to public transport and an expanded 
pedestrian and cycling network. One conceivable option 
here is the expansion of sharing services.

At the same time, when planning parking spaces for cars, 
consideration should be given to the most environmental-
ly friendly design possible, and, in the spirit of the mobility 
revolution, to possible conversion and subsequent use.



E17

51

Kassel Task

Further procedure
The city is open to involving competition participants in 
further planning steps (e.g. by commissioning an urban 
development framework plan). 

6	 Submission Requirements

The standard plan submission is 3 plans, DIN A1, portrait 
format. The following services are required from the 
participants (the other illustrations can be freely 
selected):

	– Figure-ground diagram 1:7,500 (of one of the selected 
projekt sites)

	– Site plan 1:2,000 (of one of the selected projekt sites)

	– Self-selected exemplary section 1:500

	– System floor plan 1:200

 
In the explanatory text, make sure that you write 3-4 
sentences on each of the following points.

Concept 
What is the main idea?

Thematic focus E17 
Where are the Europan E17 themes reflected in your 
design?

	– Sustainable urban design
	– Social urbanism 

Study site
Which measures are planned for the extended perimeter 
- shown in red?

Project site
Which ideas and measures are planned for the project 
area with regard to urban design, architec- ture, open 
space, mobility and which planned uses should there be 
there?

	– Urban design, for example: urban typologies, building 
typologies, density, …

	– Architecture, for example: what kind of buildings, 
construction methods, materials, etc. do you foresee) 

	– Green and open space concept, for example: 
statements about private open spaces, public open 
spaces, gradations of public spaces, open space 
typologies like parks, gardens, promenades, up to 
balconies or roof terraces, plantings etc.

	– Mobility concept, for example: how is traffic orga- 
nized, where does which type of traffic take place – 
MIV, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, public trans-
port,etc.

	– Uses, for example: what kind of uses do you foresee 
where, what are the first floor uses, where are there 
mixed uses, etc.

Process-oriented development 
Proposals for the participation of residents or the urban 
community, ideas for a possible step-by-step implemen-
tation such as different building sites, pioneer projects / 
interim uses, etc.

	– Number of residential units and description of the type 
of residential units (e.g. 1 – 2, 2 – 3, 4-room flats, cluster 
living, etc.)

	– Gross floor area (GFA)
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33

Schlehenweg 21: Floor plan 
attic + section (1960)

34

Schlehenweg 21: Floor plan 
1st floor (1961)

Abb. 33

Abb. 34
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35

Schlehenweg 21:Section 
North-South (1961)

Abb. 35
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Fig. 36

36

Oblique aerial view with 

project site (yellow)
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Image credits

Fig. 0
Aerial photograph with reflection site and project site 
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH

Fig. 1
Aerial view of the city of Kassel 

Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH

Fig. 2
General map of the city with surrounding municipalities
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation

Fig. 3
Wilhelmshöhe Mountain Park with view of the Hercules
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Tobias Gründer

Fig. 4
Museum Grimmwelt
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Michael Schwab

Fig. 5
documenta archive
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Harry Soremski

Fig. 6
Friedrichsplatz and Fridericianum
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Stephan Kaiser

Fig. 7
Treppenstraße n the city center with documenta  
artwork “the obelisk”
Stadt Kassel, Fotografin: Christina Hartmann

Fig. 8
Wilhelmshöher Allee 
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Jörg Conrad

Fig. 9
The river „Fulda“ 
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Mohammad Ahmad

Fig. 10

Aerial view with project area and viewing area
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH

Fig. 11 
Im Bossental
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 12 
Ihringshäuser Straße
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 13

Street “Im Bossental”
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 14

Horse farm Wolfsanger
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 15

Buildings in “Ginsterweg” 
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 16

Aerial view with contour lines
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH

Fig. 17

Project site
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH

Fig. 18

Linderweg
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 19
Schlehenweg (in the project site)
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 20

Rotdornweg - Schlehenweg
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 21

Höheweg / Wacholderweg
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 22

Am Felsenkeller
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 23

Höheweg with view towards south
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 24

Wacholderweg, view towards east
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 25 
Long distance view to the east over the project site
Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener

Fig. 26
View from Höheweg (front) and dog club (left) to the 
east; Stadt Kassel, Photographer: Can Wagener
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Fig. 27
Land use plan with mining boundary
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation

Fig. 28
Site plan gallery with mining boundary
Stadt Kassel

Fig. 29

Framework concept Wolfsanger-Nord
Stadt Kassel

Fig. 30
Actual state: Climate in Wolfsanger North
Stadtgrundkarte: Stadt Kassel, Klimafunktionskarte: 
Zweckverband Raum Kassel, Autorin: Katharina Nießner

Fig. 31
Scenario: Climate in Wolfsanger North
Stadtgrundkarte: Stadt Kassel, Klimafunktionskarte: 
Zweckverband Raum Kassel, Autorin: Katharina Nießner

Fig. 32
Scenario: Climate in Wolfsanger-North, Planning 
information map
Stadtgrundkarte: Stadt Kassel, Klimafunktionskarte: 
Zweckverband Raum Kassel, Autorin: Katharina Nießner

Fig. 33

Schlehenweg 21: Floor plan attic + section (1960)
Wohnstadt Stadtentwicklungs- und Wohnungsbau
gesellschaft Hessen mbH

Fig. 34
Schlehenweg 21: Floor plan 1st floor (1961)
Wohnstadt Stadtentwicklungs- und Wohnungsbau
gesellschaft Hessen mbH

Fig. 35

Schlehenweg 21: Section North-South (1961)
Wohnstadt Stadtentwicklungs- und Wohnungsbau
gesellschaft Hessen mbH

Fig. 36

Oblique aerial view with project site (yellow)
Stadt Kassel – Vermessung und Geoinformation, 
Herstellungsfirma: GeoFly GmbH
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