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Team representative: architect/urbanist/landscaper
Location: Groenewoud, Tilburg
Population: City 217,259 inhab
Reflection site: 37,5 ha
Project site: 5,85 ha
Site proposed by: Municipality of Tilburg
Actors involved: Municipality of Tilburg
Owner(s) of the site: municipality Tilburg, 

Commission after competition:
The concepts, typologies and/or approaches generated in the 
competition may lead to commissioning of further studies. 
Follow up research by design assignment at the project site 
or a site with similar challenges may be commissioned by the 
municipality of Breda and/or private partners.  All Dutch loca-
tions are situated in the urban region called SRBT.  Each sites 
represents prototypical design challenges within this region.

INHABITED MILIEU'S CHALLENGES
Groenewoud is a typical post-war working-class neighbourhood with close family relationships but also 
social challenges such as inequality, health problems and social segregation. From the Municipality of Tilburg, 
there is a city-wide densification task of 25,000 housing units. These homes must land within the city limits 
to spare the valuable outdoor area and strengthen the existing city. For Tilburg South, this means realizing 
approximately 2,000 homes between the Ringbaan Zuid and the A58 freeway. 

Groenewoud now contains mainly ground-level housing (81%), 60% of which is rented. More than half of 
the housing in the neighbourhood is corporation-owned (social rent), and a high percentage of households 
in the social minima category (14%). Due to demographic trends, there is demand for new housing typolo-
gies for one/two-person households, starters, seniors. 

For the reflection area, the overall task is to Densify, Differentiate, Build on what quality already exists, and 
Provide decent housing. The area is under strong pressure (health, educational disadvantages, poverty) and 
that there is little social cohesion. The Europan participation is expected to contribute to more collectivity 
in the neighbourhood, strengthening social structures and liveability, enriching the existing housing stock by 
adding mixed housing typologies and realise new realtions to and uses for the green public space.

A fitting home for new and existing residents in quality green neighbourhoods. The present mature green-
ery can be used as spatial quality; from a green structure that divides to real living together in a forest, 
bringing together the best of city and landscape. 

Dormant green suburb to
future-proof living



The challenge is to propose a transformation 

strategy for the dormant green heart of 

Groenewoud into a socially connected, climate 

resilient architecture and ecologically thriving 

QUESTIONS TO THE COMPETITORS

Conceptualize and redesign a garden suburb in which a strong existing green character is re-thought and 
create and translate spatially to the Garden City of the Future.

Propose urban design plan to densify and diversify the housing stock and green public space within the pro-
ject area which signify wider transformation and create new identity for Groenewoud district as a whole. 

Design new typologies for affordable and sustainable homes while reconfiguring the framework of Groene-
woud, taking advantage of the surrounding dormant greenery to create a high-quality living experience.

How can innovative housing typologies and high-quality architecture be introduced though a thoughtful, 
collaborative process between local residents and housing associations?

At the scale of reflection area, redesign the existing green areas which act as barriers between neighbor-
hoods to become a network that connects the community and encourages its use by residents? Propose 
extensive ecological strategies to transform the mono functional green framework into an ecological thriv-
ing nature.

Propose shared spaces, gardens and programs that foster a sense of community and encourage social con-
nections among residents, while also translating the ideologies of community living.

suburban living, at the same time which offering guidance 

for the wider area framework to be transformed into a 

future-proof garden city of the twenty-first century.


