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27

View from Jupiterplatz  
to the north-east 
 
28 
View from Jupiterplatz  
to the east

Fig. 27

Fig. 28
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30

Same path further east, 
looking north-east

Fig. 29

Fig. 30

29

Park entrance at the corner 
of Plovdiv Street, looking 
north-east
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6. The task: “Steer the planetary quarter  
into a new orbit“

Based on the Jupiterstraße neighbourhood centre in 
Grünau, spatial development concepts are sought for 
the suburban settlements of the steadily growing city of 
Leipzig. Exemplary models for combining living and 
working are to be developed that contribute to local 
supply and promote social encounters and culture. The 
promotion for lifelong learning in the neighbourhood is a 
goal, as are green and open-space concepts that 
proceed beyond the district. 

The project site for the Quartierszentrum Jupiterstraße, a 
facility marked by demolition, abandonment of use and 
loss of function (cf. Chap. Project site: Jupiterstraße 
neighbourhood centre), is in need of a concept to define 
its identity as well as a long-term vision to carry it into 
the future. This vision should be exemplary for the future 
significance of Grünau as a whole, a district in the west 
of Leipzig largely isolated from the rest of the city. 
Furthermore, these visions should be models for the 
post-socialist urban development transformation of 
central service areas into large housing estates across 
Central and Eastern Europe. 

6.1 Conditions and goal

The city of Leipzig has undergone an enormous 
transformation process in the last 30 years (cf. Chap. 
Historical development of the city and its inhabitants). 
The city administration reacted to the shrinking phase of 
the 1990s and 2000s by demolishing numerous housing 
units, especially in the vast Grünau housing estate on the 
western outskirts of the city. To address the housing 
surplus, almost 8,000 of the former 38,000 flats were 
demolished here (cf. Chap. Urban planning situation and 
Uses and functions).

After years of shrinkage, Leipzig‘s population began 
growing again at the beginning of the 2000s (cf. Chap. 
Historical development of the city and its inhabitants), 
and has since benefited from annual population growth 
and an economic upswing. Today, the city with its more 
than 620,000 inhabitants is not only a centre for the 
automotive and transport industries, but also an 
important hub for science and culture (cf. Chap. Location 
and role of Leipzig in the region). 

The Grünau district has benefited from Leipzig‘s positive 
urban and population development, albeit to a lesser 
extent than other districts. It has been and continues to 
be a focal point of urban development but also 
functional and social grievances (cf. Chap. Urban 
planning situation ).

The Jupiterstraße neighbourhood centre, located 

between the new Grünau school centre, the Urban Forest 
and the local shopping location on Kiewer Straße 
(including Kaufland), is to be developed into an urban 
space with cross-district appeal. In terms of both 
functionality and urban development, the designs to be 
developed are to contribute to the debate on multicod­
ing, re-densification and the mixing of the social with the 
functional while strengthening a community perspective 
for careful urban growth. In the long term, the neighbour­
hood centre is to be developed into a mixed, dense hub 
of living, working and leisure.

6.2 Reference to the theme of Europan 17

Under the guideline of the fifteen-minute city, the 
awarding authority expects proposals for short-, 
medium- and long-term measures to overcome the 
current lack of effectiveness and identification plaguing 
the Jupiterstraße neighbourhood centre. 

The integration of small-scale and flexibly usable areas 
for business, services and cultural and social offerings is 
intended to increase the mix of uses. The creation of 
versatile housing is intended to create a social mix. In 
addition to affordable housing, this also includes 
higher-end housing in selected locations. 

It is expected that, in the course of a critical examination 
of the site, new building and spatial typologies will be 
further developed. These should promote an urban 
spatial quality that invites appropriation and thus 
address the current lack of scale.

In addition, solutions are being sought for the neglected 
east-west connection between the school centre and 
Kaufland. Uses open spaces and areas of vegetation are 
to be intensified while existing green structures are 
largely preserved and qualified to create cross-district 
opportunities for all generations and population groups.

Particularly in areas adjacent to neighbouring quarters, 
the designs should facilitate orientation and identifica­
tion.

The project site is divided into the following intervention 
fields in order to draw on existing urban qualities in 
terms of open space, urban layout and development, 
develop them further and, if necessary, rearrange them.

Intervention Field 1 – Restructuring / Conversion
One- to three-storey buildings with flat roofs character­
ise Intervention Field 1 (1a, 1b, 1c). Most of the buildings 
date back to the time when the neighbourhood was 
created and some of them have been heavily remod­
eled. The current uses range from local shopping 
facilities and a day-care centre, a library and pharma­
cies to social institutions and other services and 
restaurants (cf. Chap. Uses and functions ).
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Intervention Field 1 (1a, 1b, 1c) is in need of urban 
development qualification. In the future, the neighbour­
hood centre should be well-integrated in the urban 
environment, especially with regard to height and 
number of storeys. For the existing buildings that are too 
low for a neighbourhood centre, measures such as 
(partial) demolition, the addition of storeys and new 
construction are on the table.

Undefined and disorderly backs of buildings are to be 
avoided and transitions into the existing building are to 
be designed accordingly. The Konsum building (cf. Chap. 
Urban planning conditions and development) should 
ideally preserve its existing structure. In the case of a 
replacement building, however, design elements such as 
the circular ornaments of the parapet should be 
incorporated into the façade. The building should also 
open up to the square.

Intervention Field 2 – New construction
Intervention Field 2 is a deconstruction area. Its 
residential buildings, partly with integrated commercial 
spaces, were demolished in the 2000s. In Intervention 
Field 2a, the awarding authority expects a solution for 
the missing counterpart to the row of shops currently 
running in an east-west direction (Intervention Field 1b) 
as well as an urban planning response to the buildings 
on Uranusstraβe. The building heights and densities 
proposed in the design are to be based on the surround­
ing residential buildings. 

Solutions are sought for a careful re-densification and 
the framing of the public space through new edges for 
the square. For Intervention Field 2b, a currently 
undeveloped area, statements are expected regarding 
its function (open space or development). The structures 
to be designed are to mediate between the heteroge­
neous development on Plovdiver Strasse and the 
north-south pathway to Jupiterplatz, which is to be 
strengthened in the future. 

A community school is to be built in the area of 
Intervention Field 2c. With about 1,000 pupils, it will 
operate as a five-track school for grades five to twelve. It 
should be possible to graduate after grade nine or ten as 
well as to complete A levels. It is conceivable that the 
community school will collaborate with the existing 91st 
school, the neighbouring primary school. Nevertheless, 
the schools are to operate independently of one another.
The awarding authority expects an urban planning and 
architectural solution for the new school building that is 
embedded in an overall concept for the development of 
the school centre into an educational landscape. New 
teaching and learning spaces should be open to the 
surrounding neighbourhoods and include spatial 
offerings for the entire neighbourhood.

Use perspectives for Intervention Fields 1 and 2
Intervention Fields 1 and 2 should accommodate 
meeting places and the functions of working and living, 
supply, trade, services and gastronomy as well as 
appealing open spaces and spaces integral to a 
productive city. 

Education is also a central theme in WK 7. Therefore, the 
developed vision should anchor lifelong learning should 
as an defining theme in the neighbourhood centre. A 
new building for a community school is to be realised in 
Intervention Field 2c. 

Robust typologies with flexible ground-floor zones for 
public and commercial uses are expected for Interven­
tion Fields 2a and 2b. New residential forms and 
typologies are also to be examined in combination with 
workspaces.

In the case of deconstruction, currently existing uses and 
actors should be given new spaces in the Jupiterstraße 
neighbourhood centre. Furthermore, a meeting place 
should be created in the neighbourhood centre, e.g., a 
community centre with multifunctional rooms. This could 
also house a supplementary range of rooms for the 
surrounding social institutions and the school centre. 
This should promote locations that foster intergenera­
tional and intercultural identification and mediate 
between the new school centre (Miltitzer Weg) and the 
current and future residents of the neighbourhood. 

Further ideas for innovative and sustainable centre-rele­
vant functions as well as places and establishments that 
promote encounters are to be proposed and integrated 
into the vision.

Intervention Field 3 – Entrance / Transition
Intervention Field 3a is a place of arrival and entrance to 
the Jupiterplatz neighbourhood centre. At the same time, 
it forms the transition to the Urban Forest and the OFT 
Arena as well as to from the Grünau school centre to the 
village of Miltitz. The site is to be strengthened in its role 
as an entrance and transit space. The awarding 
authority would like to see a multifunctional qualification 
of the public space and the strengthening of sustainable 
modes of transport. For example, the transition between 
different forms of mobility (walking, cycling, tram, car, 
bus) should be made easier and more attractive. Path 
connections are to be expanded, e.g., the pedestrian 
connection to WK 8 through the Urban Forest. In addition, 
the usability of the Urban Forest should be improved for 
residents. The appeal should be increased while spaces 
promoting encounters and a sense of belonging are 
created. 

Intervention Field 3b comprises Uranuspark at the 
transition from WK 7 to Schönauer Viertel. Solutions are 
to be found for an improved access from the local 
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Fig. 32

Fig. 31

31

Urban planning in the 
project area in yellow 
1a, 1b, 1c: IF 1 – restructuring 
/ change of use
2a, 2b, 2c: IF 2 –  
new construction
3a, 3b: IF 3 – Entrance / 
Transition
4: IF 4 – Public space / 
connecting axis

32

Jupiterplatz / left library  
at Plovdiver Str. 40 / library 
location is abandoned
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33

Ownership structure: 
	 City of Leipzig 
	 City-owned businesses 
	 Private 
	 Housing companies / cooperatives 
	 Company 
	 Churches (institutions) 

Fig. 33
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supplier (Kaufland) and the owner-occupied housing 
area to the Jupiterstraße neighbourhood centre. 
Attractive offers and functions should increase the park’s 
variety of uses.

Intervention Field 4 – Public space / Connecting axes
Intervention area 4 is divided into the low-traffic, 
east-west shopping street, the Jupiterstraße develop­
ment axis and the connecting axis extending from 
Jupiterstraße via Jupiterplatz to the north.

The main focus is on the public space of the shopping 
street. This is to be further developed into a lively and 
liveable place. Its appeal should be increased, for 
example, by providing shade, street furniture and 
opportunities to cool down. Further ideas promoting the 
revitalisation of the shopping street and the circular 
square are called for. 

This area is also in particular need of temporary 
solutions to offer locals positive incentives to engage 
with the public space. 

The Jupiterstraße development axis is to be preserved in 
its function, but ideas are sought for the qualification of 
the public space. A cycle path along Jupiterstraße is to 
be created that runs from Uranuspark (3b) via the Urban 
Forest (3a) and up to the village of Miltitz (Neue Leipziger 
Straße).

Basic requirements

Sustainability, stacking of uses and gender-appropriate 
planning are to be considered and demonstrated in all 
areas. In accordance with the goals of the circular 
economy, a concept for the reuse of materials is to be 
presented in the case of demolition and new construc­
tion measures. In terms of green, future-oriented 
neighbourhood development and idea of the compact 
city, a balanced relationship between building construc­
tion and open space should be created. The five guiding 
themes of the Green Master Plan – Leipzig Green-Blue 
2030, which is currently being developed, are decisive: 
biodiversity (protect and promote biodiversity and urban 
nature), climate adaptation (counter climate change – 
heat resilience and water in the city), active mobility 
(expand alternative forms of mobility that promote 
movement), health (think about people – a liveable and 
healthy city as a goal), and environmental justice (ensure 
socially equitable access to open spaces and planning 
processes) (cf. INSEK). 

Also needed are scenarios for a phased development of 
the neighbourhood centre. Temporary actions or 
interventions for the short-term revitalisation of the 
Jupiterstraße neighbourhood centre are essential and 
should be proposed. 

2. Submission requirements

The following submissions are required from the 
competition participants, distributed on 3 DIN A1 sheets 
in portrait format (coloured): 

Figure-ground diagram, scale 1:10000 (study site, new 
construction in colour): WK 7 building cubatures 
depicting the urban development solution to the task in 
the intervention fields as well as the connection to the 
surroundings (WK 8, Miltitz, school centre, Kaufland, 
Urban Forest, etc.).

Framework plan, scale 1:2000 (project site): Presentation 
of the overall concept with statements on the design, 
functional, traffic and spatial integration into the existing 
setting, with conceptual statements on the design and 
connection to the existing structures.

Design plan, scale 1:1000 (Jupiterplatz): Presentation of 
the overall concept with in-depth statements on 
space-forming development and vegetation, design and 
functional measures, zoning and proposed types of use, 
furnishings (street furniture), the number and structure of 
storeys, connection to the existing structures.

Two sections/views, scale 1:500: (1) shopping street 
(east-west, Miltitzer Weg to Kiewer Straße/Sonneberger 
Weg) and (2) connecting axis (north-south) through 
Jupiterplatz; sectional views must include building 
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heights and storeys. According to the design, the desired 
position of the section and the viewing direction can be 
chosen with slight adjustments.

Urban design detail of the neighbourhood centre, scale 
1:500 (e.g., isometry, principle section or standard ground 
plan): This should depict the functional and spatial 
integration of the planning concept into the existing 
structures. 

Structural plans / Pictograms at any scale: For the visual 
communication of the concept, the design idea, the 
spatial model.

Interim use concept for potential areas (free representa­
tion): Central area with short-, medium- and long-term 
measures and urban development actors.

Scenario development for the overall planning: 2025, 
2030, 2050 (free representation).

At least one perspective from human eye level that 
shows the core idea of the design and can be used for 
further participation processes.

At least one sketched perspective from Jupiterplatz with 
a view of Intervention Fields 1b and 2a (shopping street)
Participants are free to present sketches at any 
scale – within the given page formatting restrictions – to 
further clarify planning intentions.

In the explanatory text, make sure that you write 3 to 4 
sentences on each of the following points

Concept 
What is the main idea?

Thematic focus E17 
Where are the Europan E17 themes reflected in your 
design?

	– Sustainable urban design
	– Social urbanism 

Study site
Which measures are planned for the extended perimeter 
- shown in red?

Project site
Which ideas and measures are planned for the project 
area with regard to urban design, architec- ture, open 
space, mobility and which planned uses should there be 
there?

	– Urban design, for example: urban typologies, building 
typologies, density, …

	– Architecture, for example: what kind of buildings, 
construction methods, materials, etc. do you foresee)

	– Green and open space concept, for example: 
statements about private open spaces, public open 
spaces, gradations of public spaces, open space 
typologies like parks, gardens, promenades, up to 
balconies or roof terraces, plantings etc.

	– Mobility concept, for example: how is traffic orga- 
nized, where does which type of traffic take place – 
MIV, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, public trans­
port,etc.

	– Uses, for example: what kind of uses do you foresee 
where, what are the first floor uses, where are there 
mixed uses, etc. 

Process-oriented development 
Proposals for the participation of residents or the urban 
community, ideas for a possible step-by-step implemen­
tation such as different building sites, pioneer projects / 
interim uses, etc.

Site-specific criteria
	– Urban forest (How will the area around the urban forest 
be integrated?)

	– Temporary use (What short and medium term 
interventions are proposed)?

	– Historic supermarket building (How will the existing 
historic supermarket building “Konsum” be dealt with?)

	– Educational setting and community school (What 
urban planning and architectural concepts are 
proposed for the further development of the educa­
tional environment?)
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34

Project area Grünau North / 

Jupiterplatz

Fig. 34
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Fig. 35
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35 

View from west still east: 

Grünau North / project site  

in yellow
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Image credits

Fig. 1
Leipzig, Grünau Nord
Grafik from Europan, Grundlage: Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, 
Amt für Geoinformation und Bodenordnung
 
Fig. 2
The Projectsite / Surroundings 
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen /Amt für Geoinformationen  
und Bodenordnung 

Fig. 3
View of the Kulkwitzer See lake, which is only 1500 meters 
away from the project area, in northern direction
Photographer: Martin Geisler

Fig. 4
Location of the district Grünau (red marking) in the 
Leipzig city areaStadt Leipzig / Sachsen /  
Amt für Geoinformationen und Bodenordnung

Fig. 5
District Strategy Leipzig / INSEK

INSEK Kurzfassung S. 40, Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen /  
Amt für Wohnungsbau und Stadterneuerung

Fig. 6
Overview of residential complexes (WK), development 
area „Leipzig-Grünau“ as well as observation area WK 7 
PLUS and project area Quartierszentrum Jupiterstraße
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geoinforma­
tion und Bodenordnung

Fig. 7
Traffic development
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geoinforma­
tion und Bodenordnung

Fig. 8
Public transport
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geo­
information und Bodenordnung

Fig. 9
Open space structure
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geo­
information und Bodenordnung

Fig. 10 
Noise 
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geo­
information und Bodenordnung

Fig. 11 
Deconstruction areas / apartments
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geo­
information und Bodenordnung

Fig. 12 
Open spaces, potential areas and green connections
Stadt Leipzig, Sachsen, Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung, Kartengrundlage: Amt für Geo­
information und Bodenordnung

Fig. 13 
Aerial view Jupiterplatz / project area
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig.14 a & b 
Floor plans from 1981 / example object in the project site: 
library in Plovdiver Str. 40 / ground floor and first 
floorStadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Bauordnung und 
Denkmalpflege – Bauaktenarchiv

Fig. 15 
View from 1977 / example object in the project area: 
department store at Jupiterstraße 46

Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Bauordnung und 
Denkmalpflege – Bauaktenarchiv

Fig. 16 
Stock / Converted terrace houses on Uranus Street  
from 2013 / “Intervallstudie“
Sigrun Kabisch, Janine Pößneck / Sachsen /  
UFZ, Zentrum für Umweltforschung

Fig. 17 
Stock / colonnade garden / civic garden in adjacent 
Grünau-Mitte from 2007 / “Intervallstudie“ 
Sigrun Kabisch, Janine Pößneck / Sachsen /  
UFZ, Zentrum für Umweltforschung

Fig. 18 
Location overview
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Wohnungsbau und 
Stadterneuerung

Fig. 19

Architectural heritage in the project area: the facade  
of the former department store at Jupiterplatz on the 
reclaimed promenade
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 20 
Open space / new school building between Kometen­
weg and Jupiterstr. / intervention field 2c
Photographer: Birk Poßecker
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Fig. 21 
Open space and parking lot on Uranus Street / 
Intervention Field 2a 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 22 
Open spaces between Uranusstr. and Plovdiverstr. / 
intervention field 2a (left), intervention field 2b (right) 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 23 
Open space between Uranus Street (left) and Kiewer 
Street (center) / Intervention Field 3b 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 24 
Experiment area “Urban Forest“ between Plovodiver Str. 
and Neue Leipziger Str. / Intervention field 3a 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 25 
Open space and streetcar stop Jupiterstraße /  
intervention field 3a
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 26

Aerial view with project area in yellow View towards 
north 
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Grundlage:  
Amt für Geoinformation und Bodenordnung

Fig. 27 
View from Jupiterplatz to the north-east 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 28

View from Jupiterplatz to east
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 29 
Park entrance at the corner of Plovdiv Street, looking 
north-east 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 30 
Same path further east, looking north-east
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 31 
Urban planning in the project area in yellow 
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Wohnungsbau  
und Stadterneuerung

Fig. 32 
Jupiterplatz / left library at Plovdiver Str. 40 / library 
location is abandoned 
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 33 
Ownership structure 
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Geoinformation
und Bodenordnung

Fig. 34
Project area Grünau North / Jupiterplatz 
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen
Photographer: Birk Poßecker

Fig. 35 
View from west still east: Grünau North /  
project site in yellow
Stadt Leipzig / Sachsen / Amt für Geoinformation  
und Bodenordnung
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