
WIEN (AT)
The urban weave

Scale

XL/L
Team representative: architect/urbanist/ landscaper
Location: Vienna,  Am Heidjöchl
Population: 1,9 MIO
6I¾IGXMSR�WMXI� 70 ha
Project site: 35 ha
Site proposed by: City of Vienna
Actors involved: City of  Vienna, wohnfonds_wien

Owner(s) of the site: several housing associations & City 
of  Vienna
Commission after competition: It is intended to 
commission the winning team with a process lasting about 
one year for the creation of an urban planning concept 
immediately following the competition. 

INHABITED MILIEU’S CHALLENGES
How to think about new, large-scale developments in the present era? 
Vienna is growing, and fast! The city is currently one of the fastest growing metropolises in the German 
speaking region. In the next few years the city is expected to surpass the 2 million mark, which causes an 
increasing demand for housing. Over the past decade, Vienna has made considerable efforts to expand its 
public infrastructure. Extensions of existing or new metro lines now quickly reach the fringes of the city. 
(IRWM½GEXMSR�EPSRK�XLIWI�GSVVMHSVW�MW�E�WXVEXIK]�XLEX�XLI�GMX]�MW�TYVWYMRK�

-X Ẃ�MR�XLMW�GSRXI\X�XLEX�[I�½RH�XLI�WMXI�§%Q�,IMHN}GLP¨��-X�MW�PSGEXIH�EPSRK�XLI�RI[�9��YRHIVKVSYRH�PMRI�
in Vienna’s 22nd district, Donaustadt. Donaustadt borders on the surrounding countryside and is still 
partially characterised by agriculture. It has a heterogeneous appearance, with carpets of single-family 
LSQIW�EPXIVREXMRK�[MXL�QYPXM�WXSVI]�XIVVEGIH�LSYWIW�ERH�MRXIVWTIVWIH�[MXL�MRHMZMHYEP�PEVKI�FPSGOW�SJ�¾EXW��
Several parts of Donaustadt are earmarked for new urban development. Famous for its size and in the 
MQQIHMEXI�ZMGMRMX]�SJ�,IMHN}GLP�MW�§7IIWXEHX�%WTIVR¨��ER�SRKSMRK�QM\IH�HIZIPSTQIRX�TVSNIGX�JSV�EVSYRH�
40,000 people. Other smaller developments are also in the neighbourhood. Heidjöchl, a long-term 
WXVEXIKMG�EVIE��MW�XLI�½REP�TMIGI�MR�XLMW�GSQTVILIRWMZI�YVFER�WXVEXIK]�

Local residents value the relaxed atmosphere on the outskirts with lots of green and open spaces 
and need to use the car more than an average Viennese. Therefore, the project must address existing 
requirements while proposing an alternative model inclusive and in tune with our planet, where harmful 
habits can be easily abandoned.



HOW CAN URBAN GROWTH CONTRIBUTE TO 

INCREASE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR EXISTING 

AND FUTURE RESIDENTS ?  

QUESTIONS TO THE COMPETITORS
Vienna’s climate guide and the knowledge gained from the developments around the site provided the fra-
mework for Heidjöchl. The aim is an urban paradigm shift that places sustainability at its very core.  Around 
�������TISTPI�[MPP�PMZI�LIVI�MR�EFSYX�������VIWMHIRXMEP�YRMXW��8LI�FEWMG�TEVEQIXIVW�EVI�EPVIEH]�HI½RIH��X[S�
stops of the underground line, a two-stop tram line, schools and kindergartens, affordable housing and 
[SVOWTEGI��(IRWMX]�GER�FI�MRGVIEWIH�RIEV�XLI�TYFPMG�XVERWTSVX�WXSTW��[LMPI�EX�XLI�IHKIW�E�VIEWSREFPI�½X�
with the existing neighbourhood is required.  What is really important, however, is a holistic approach to 
social inclusion, the presence of green space and an urban foundation for resilient development. 

8LIVI�EVI�WIZIVEP�UYIWXMSRW�XLEX�RIIH�XS�FI�EHHVIWWIH��*MVWXP]��LS[�XS�VIGSRGMPI�XLI�I\MWXMRK�[MXL�XLI�IQIV-
ging? Secondly, what can a dense but very green urban quarter look like in this well-connected location? 
Thirdly, how can the transition between private, semi-private, and public zones be managed, especially on a 
TSVSYW�KVSYRH�¾SSV#�*SYVXLP]��LS[�GER�REXYVI�FIGSQI�ER�MRXIKVEP�TEVX�SJ�XLI�[LSPI�WMXI�ERH�FI�GSRRIG-
ted to larger green corridors? Finally, how to work with the local climate and expected effects of climate 
GLERKI�XS�IRWYVI�ER�YVFER�JEFVMG�½X�JSV�JYXYVI�LEFMXEXMSR�ERH�[IPP�FIMRK��GSRGIMZMRK�XLI�TPERIX�EW�E�WLEVIH�
habitat for humans, animals, and plants?

HOW TO WORK WITH LOCAL CLIMATE AND MATERIAL 

COMPONENTS TO ENSURE AN URBAN FABRIC FIT FOR FUTURE 

HABITATION AND WELL-BEING, CONCEIVING THE PLANET AS A 

SHARED HABITAT FOR HUMANS, ANIMALS AND PLANTS? 

Series of ground photos that help to 
understand the  site characteristics (2 to 
4 photos according to their format)

ground photo

Aspern Seestadt


